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CHRISTMAS =
$HOW

‘BLETHERSKEITS*
NDIVIDUALLY, the I.alcm is
there in “ Bletherskeits ”, the

seasonal revue b ny at
the Glasgow yllz.ens r the
overall effect is bitty and the show

otten |slander, while o?d:ﬂ:;l
rings an

fied authority to his role of Captain

Saollett.  Martin  Heller a

swaggering and loquacious Squire

Trelawney.

—
"Halloran b

scene, set in_the
al

made-up,

formance as Captain B
Alan Stevens is quxelly boyish as
the hero Jim Hawkins. There is
food work from Frank Wylie as
sracl Hands, Angus Martin as
Yellow Eye,
George

and a picturesque
and colourful pnn'o(, Captam Flint,
gl:oed by a pan'o( from Wilson's

The scenery h.s been ially
constructed and painted the
Scoitish Television Scenic Work-
shop, and the reconstruction of the
deck of the Hispaniola is

noteworthy.
The twenty scenes (in three acts)
with gusto merrily.

ﬁls a puy me old E:\gess.

Organisation, is
such a dmudly and barn-like
building. In plushier surroundings
this producuon ‘would be a winner
over its tamer rival, ** Peter Pan ",
km.n&bedielutfumcrmm
Tbe:mt but it is a very definite
and well-merited ope.

John Shedden as and

bitious Falcon good, and Phil

_Sheila Shaw is the principal

inger, and the Citizens’ dancers—
Juhe Hamilton, Joyce-Lyell, Sheena
McDonald and Bobbic Simmons—
dance prettily, the choreography
and ensembles being by Richard
Brown. Bob Hargreaves, of the
Trio Vitalities, is a brisk and per-

The revue is noteworthy for sonable artist throughout
m]lroducmg Charheh Sim, ‘a lo& " Le  writers slre afcc:mposnl(e
television personality, 1o lorce  masquera mg. jortunate!
Citizens’ stage, AnJ shows under the pseudon Rona
comedy potential that is, alas, mis- Emerson, and Anh Blake, who
used. His flair for Dame in panto- also officiates at the the pianos with
mime is obvious, and tlm should

be wtifised to the full in future
seasoms. An altempt to run a
mausical comedy story-plot through costumes,
the reyue mars rather than adds to

. the enjoyment.

ne of the all-too-few highli

is whcn Phil McCall, Charlie
tiste and Tom Conti join forces as
three Indians—a student, a pedlar
a bus conductor. Another
bright threesome is of Nan Kerr,
Geraldine Newman and Anne Kris®
ten in * Charity Works for Us”,

as_three ladies at a prden fete in
o Shm White Craigs "

Ronz

moments
notably h‘relike i
Stanley Ba:
wcllknown
Mr.

in his
Dayis brings
more than a physml resembhnee
to his clever interpretation.
lhe emmme memben of
] largely

company,
risten, Mem as a Bikim Girl.
Worng Forsyth, and raldine this
Newman merit attention. Charln
Baptiste’s v portrayals are
all supplies the
rypmallv Glasgow comedy through-

he
rsonamm ot
ts

n,
* Professor "

Davis I:“ a deluhtf\ll which

for the music. s.llg Hnlkc is the
e)e behina the bright settings and

nd rhe whole is d:recxed
by Callum Mi!

CHILDREN’S THEATRE

ERTHA WADDELL and her
famous Children’s Theatre give
mﬂal maun:e _performances at

This is contrary to general
opinion, which guides the planning
of humour and jokes on a high
proportionate ratio of aduits to
children.

Gloucester is surrounded by such
shows, all with the added fierce
compcuuon of big names. A.B.C.
Regal’s answer is a panto mainly
for the children, sans low jokes,
et still providing entertainment
or adults and not a little scope
for comedians as well.

It _has been so each r since
the Regal, opened in_19: revwed
professional  pantomime
city ﬂveoée:m ago. To dl!e it
has paid

Judging by the enthusiasm of

three _Boxin

Joe Collins’s
here, there seems
it will do so again

Day audiences for
lafest presenta
little doubt that

com-
pany of cxgm provide entertainment
in mime, dance and comedy which
is admirably geared for child
audiences. Colourful costumes add
to the )olllly of it all. 'nm theatre,

been in existence for
mlny‘yeal’!, deserves more publicity
than it ever gets.

‘CINDERELLA*
GLOUCESTER again
mnﬁ
Keﬂl’ md
mes: act,

b{ the Dalhs Joys, disturbs an
most rigid adherence to panto-
mime tradition —a show aimed
mainly at the children.

Produzunn is b Nevill: Kennard
witl vy Kaye, and
lhe result is a modnh l'lshed

and occasionally quite bnllmm two
and a half hours of cmemmment
y motif is strong, and

leading the eam of [un-makers are
Ford and Sheen., who play the
sisters,  Cl behi are
Ino{her pair of inseparables, Oliver

Twlst, who are the brokers’
Shenh Hannaway makes her
n(om!me this

anngal to

year as Glouceslers Prince

ing, and can scarcely be (anl(ed
jer in voice or poise. music,

on xhe whole, is not ouls(andmg

at Miss "s singi

Hannaway’ ging
is that of Bernadet.e, wnh her
guitar.

And none has more vitality than
the act of the Dallas Boys, num-
bers given in quick succession with

tion are so perc
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BRITAlNS PREMIER THEATRE CIRCUIT

-

STEWART CRUIKSHANK

presents

OPERA HOUSE, MANCHESTER

eI GALA OPENING PERFORMANCE THURSDAY, 14th DECEMBER, at 7.30 p.m.

THEREAFTER EVENINGS

at 6 pm. & 835 pm.

e

Matinees every Saturday at 2 p.m., also 26th, 27th December and 1st January.

KEN DODD

Starring in

THE KEN DODD SHOW

A Spectacular Comedy Revue

THE NITWITS

with Sid Millward & Wally Stewart

THE GLAMOROUS BLUEBELL GIRLS

From the Lido, Paris and the Stardust Hotel, Las Vegas

ROYAL COURT THEATRE, LIVERPOOL
Gala Performance Friday, 22nd December, 7.30 p.m.
Monday to Friday 2.30 p.m. & 7.30 p.m. Saturdays 5 p.m. & 8 p.m,

TV's FASTEST

SPECTACULAR

BLACK and WHITE MINSTREL
SHOW

with
THE GEORGE MITCHELL MINSTRELS

STAN STENNETT MARGO HENDERSON
Supported by Top Line Artistes

THEATRE ROYAL, NEWCASTLE
Commencing Fnday, 22nd December

Evenings at 7 p.m.

JIMMY

Matinees at 2 p.m

LOGAN

Loganberry Pie
THE BARRY SISTERS
and his Wonder Dogs

ALEXANDER
LENNY THE LION with Terry Hall
Paul & Peta PAGE'S PUPPETEERS

The IDEAL FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT

ALHAMBRA THEATRE, GLASGOW
Commencing Friday, 8th December

Evenings 7 p.m.

KENNETH
McKELLAR

Matinees 2 p.m

RIKKI
FULTON

in
Howard and Wyndham's
Record-breaking Scottish Pantomime

A WISH FOR JAMIE

FAY LENORE

REG VARNEY

and STAR CAST

KING'S THEATRE, EDINBURGH
Commencing Friday, 15th December

Evenings at 7 pim.

Matinees at 2 p.m.

LARRY MARSHALL
Mr. 1 .O'clock)

n
A Dazzling and Comedy Production of

GOLDILOCKS and the THREE BEARS

wi h
UNA
McLEAN

SALLY
LOGAN

and STUPENDOUS Star Cast

such vigour that their spot, coming
so near the finale, must, for some,
almost steal the show

GUILDFORD

‘JACK AND THE BEAN-
STALK’

GUH.DFORD pammmme
and the Beanstalk” by
Marshall weat with quite a
swing, rbough loose prothcuon and
stage agement prevented it
being a mlly ﬁrsl-class effort.
If the cast and producer Peter
thought  that children
not notice minor defects,
they were quite wrong. Few adulis
tive or so vocally
critical as children at such an
occasion. For instance, they noticed
and lmxdﬂl,y remarked on a hand
showing wfhn tree preparatory
to showering fruit on Dame Dur-
den and the King, in one of their
not so romantic get-togethers.

The first act was by no means
as lively as whe:
comic characters really came into
their own, vmh Wi

ully amus-
ing scenes Durden
(S1mon Ome;) and _the King (Joe
Grieg). One . parti tly _hectic

chase round the auditorium involy-

ing the King and bis bailiffs, Stosh
and Wallop, was very well done,
wilh Joe éeg dashing on and off

revolving door and
fma ly dwmg exhamled and trium-
phani through a window. Usfor-
\unn‘a‘y it was perfectly plain to

y
ﬂactdudcrmenldwndow so that o

Grieg's exit was not as dra-
matic as he would have had us
believe.

Ohildren almost - invariably have
a litle fidget while the two prin-
cipals sort out their affections, and
truth to tell there is not a lot in
such moments at_Guildford to hu\d
their attention. Gillian Cobbold a
Isabel is sweet and fresh, and nll
that_ one could wish, but Mary
Denison makes an unsatisfactory
Jack. She tends wo pose for minutes
on end, and her singing voice varies

from the brash to the inaudible
from one note to the next.
Slosh and Wallop, the king's

bailiffs (Michael Elhson and Keith
Marsh) have a riotous time with
l‘unny little  knock-kneed dances
some excellent rhymes, Their
co—ord‘mluon is good, but oﬂ
occasions they let l?\mr acuug
Most popular by far is |mon
Oates as Dame Durden. He enjoys
himself and his enthusiasm spreads,
e ad libs al every reasonable
opportunity, and has a wonderful
way with the children who vemture
on stage to sing “ K-K-K-Katie".
In proportion as they like him,
of course, they must dislike Giant
Thuoderclub, ~ played by Peter
Kent with an extra deep voice and
enormous built-up shoes,
The stage is too small for lh!
full effeot of pamtomime to

achieved. The dancers, from lhe
Bellairs School of Dance and
Drama ar to fiad themselves
crowded ween Iaa  Knight's

attractively designed sets, This will
all be resolved, we may be sure,
when  Guildford gets new
theatre, which the course of
things got an honourable mention.

HADLEIGH

“BABES IN THE WOOD’

'HE Babes in the Wood "
the  Kingsway,
Essex, is towered ‘over
Bryan, vocally, ysu:ally, and per-
sonalitywise, for
wrote the book lays lhe dame
in a bewildering mnnber of colour-
ful and exotic creations. He ge!
on good terms with the chlldren.

at
Hddlci}sh,

aad  his  book comalm all the
favourite tricks—the ghost, bees-
and-honey, hole-in-my. iuck:l. and
so forth.

Jessie Jewel is Robin, with a
rich voice and a fine swagger; her
voice blends well with Jean Ed-
ward's clear tones, in the latter’s
role of Marion. Caroline Cole-
man and Nicola Salisbury make the
Babes into two positive characters

wnhrfpersonaluy Sam Scott is a
cheerful Simple Simon, who works
well, and plays the trumpet;

Jimmy Reynolds and Al Clarke
play the Robbers convincingly, and
they, too, have a speciality act, with
harmonicas. Frank Peters, with
strong voice, is not too scarifying a
Sheriff, and Penny Allen, as the
Fairy, both sings and dances well.
Johnnie Rinaldie appears briefly as
Friar Tuck, then, with a partner,
plays various m«rumems whilst
;n“im different unicycles in a skil-
5

Mcna Johnson's San To,
and Wonder Kiddies, wuf:
Johnson's

Girls
Miss

THE STAGE

operatic society officials, the show
went on on Boxing Day for a run
of six weeks

The production, * Robin Hood ",

has evidently overcome several
y lack o

for after a seven-hour dress

rehearsal on Saturday, Tuesday’s

show drew a full house and was
well received. It lasts over three
hours and caters for both the
traditional juvenile and more
50 hlsnc.zted adult_audiences.
n Hanson's Robin Hood is—
for (he first time in the Potieries—
real” man who engages in
ﬁ ts and duels as well as singing.
le is on top of his form and his
rich, powerful voice has rarely
been heard to better advanmue or
in a better environmen

Max Wall makes a hk:able dame
and reminds us that he is a clever
dancer and versatile artist.  The
part - of Martha, the children’s
nurse, fits him like a_glove.

Twenty-one-year-old Pamela Pen-
fold, who stepped into the part of
Lady Marion at short notice when

Caroline Aylett was taken ill, is to
be congratulated on filling the role
and leaving nothing wanting. She
has the looks and the voice.

A local mar in the cast, Richard
Hazell (Little John), has an easy,
‘winning manner and one would like
to hear more of his rich and full
bass voice.

This is one of the only two
adverse criticisms of show.
other is that although all sccnes
;mmmned nlfmr-to- igh standard
or eye appeal, not one st out.

In fairness, it should be stated

ick seene involving
failed to make the
deadline dus to technical difficul
ties already mentioned.

HARROGATE
“DICK WHITTINGTON

INGI-,NIOUS staging effects are
used at the Harrogate Opera
House to make this year's panto-
mime, “Dick Wittington™, a really
first-class production, It opened on
December 23rd and runs for four
weeks.

While the traditions of panto-
mime, which over the years have
proved themselves so popular, are
adhered to, this production by
Kot;crl Chetwyn is refreshing and
vita

The clowning of Douglas Byng.
as Daphne, the dame, is a joy. He
has perfected the art of portraying
a pantomime me, which while
being excessively funny is never
vulgar. His repartee is brisk and
topical. Notable among many
humorous scenes are Mr. Byng's
encounters with Idle Jack (Pr.mk
Tregear) and Sleepy John (John
Carlisle), in a shop, a haunted
room, and in foreign climes.

Mr, Tregear, an accomplished
comedy actor, excels himself in the
youthful guise of Idle Jack, wilh
his cheeky antics and pert voice.

Despite the limitations imposed
upon her singing by an attack of
laryngitis, operu-cmrt Edvina
Gray gives a delightful performance
as pnnclpnl boy.
her pantomime début is
dy Vera Johnson, whose
dancing and singing are very
pleasing. Guest artists Jo, Jac and
Joni make a substantial contribu-
tion to the humour and high spirits
of ‘the show, as three jolly tars.

Notable among a large cast are
White Rose Players John Carlisle,
Adrienne Finch (who makes a_most
appealing cat) and Frnnk Smith as
the fearsome King

Lavish costumes, exouc settings,
thoughtful choreography, and in-
genious production make this a
show to delight audiences of all
ages.

ne
falling water,

HEREFORD

‘JACK AND THE BEAN-
STALK'

'I\OM E. BRADLEY is back again
at the Kemble, Hereford, to
present “Jack and the Beanstalk",
the last pantomime before this old
theatre is_closed for demolition in
(hv:
a

Tom BradleK also stars as Simple
Simon, with the unruly humour of
a naughly schoolboy, while again
co-starring with him is Ossie e
as a majestic and Junoesque dame
who faces up to life with a gay
a':vd gallant leer and a twitch of the
skirt.

In these hands the comedy is well
taken care of, while lprmn:u:u:l boy
and gir] are tunefulv played by
Kay Butler and Barbara Rogers
respectively.

New Year. It will re-emerge as

3 choreography ranging peciality acts come from Pat
from Til'er-type routaines to tap Dawson and Arnold Crowther,
and ballet, dance well. The mosic, with a novelty act, Johnnie St.
rhyed by the London Orchestra, George, a new ?’-ycahold rock-
leader lvy Wilson, ranges from and roll singer, ‘Trixie Jackson,
- gll:;‘m:::::g c:f) (I).\;IC o~ and Victore and ltlle mo stars.

e Finger, yin rincipal roles also are
9"‘ Thumb * and * Scplemhcr with Norma Eﬂ};h Sandra Gray, Terty
A Kiss for Christmas ™ for ‘audi- ang Stern, Brian Wond!nf'l Peter

ence Pal’llclp‘llloﬂ The costumes
are fresh and bn ht and the décor
good. The whole cast work well
logckber to make a suceess of the
first pantomime the Kingsway bas
ever had

HANLEY

‘ROBIN HOOD'

POTTERI[S pantomime lovers
mlgh: well have gone without

KING'S THEATRE, GLASGOW

Commencing Tuesday, 19th December

Evenings at'8 p.m.

Matinees at 5 p.m.

WEST SIDE STORY

After a sensational 2} years run at Her Majesty’s Theatre, London.

their tr hristmas season
this year hcc.mse of the pre-Christ-
mas take-over by the Mecca organi-
sation of the only live theatre in
Stoke-on-Trent, the Theatre Royal,
Hanley

But duc to the efforts of officials
of Stoke-on-Trent Operatic Society,
who made the initial negotiations
with «the Rank Org.amsauon for
the use of Hanley's Gaumont
Cinema for a pantomime produc-
tion, and to Izna Roselli and Ray
Lamar, who presented the panto-
mime by arrangement with the

Boyce and Vic Ramond.

The Jacqueline Jenaer Girls and
the Maude Farmer Girls provide
the chorus, while much of the suc-

cess of the show is due to the
talented young blind organist, Ber-
nard Glover, who provides the

whole musical score of the show
on_an electronic organ,

This is strictly a traditional pan-
tomime on almost old-fashioned
lines which, none the less, seem
acceptable to young audiences.

HORSHAM

‘SLEEPING BEAUTY'

OPES that Horsham Urban
Council would engage profes-
sional companies of %u gher stan-
dard for the councnbowned Capttol,
to  encourage people away [rom

other forms of entertainment, were
dashed by the presentation of the
pantomime “Sleeping Beauty” which
runs from Boxing Day to January 6.



