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THE CHANCE OF A LIFETIME

HEN Ken Jonnart
and I parted com-
pany one night last
autumn at Liverpool
where he was starring in
club cabaret, neither of
us had the remotest idea
that the next news of the
songster-compere’s pro-
gress would come from
the world’s top variety
theatre. However, such
is the case. True, for
Ken’s sake, I felt some
satisfaction when weeks
later I heard that he had
Janded a London Palla-
dium contract to under-
study Frankie Vaughan
during the long panto-
mime season there. But, n:
while the responsibility 3
of standing in for an
important pnncnpal
often’ carries prestige
and infers potential,
generally that’s all—in X
only exceptional cir-
cumstances does it
amount to more.
This is the story of the
exception—and, of course, a

Ken Jonnart

exceptional  chicken
;eornye. Probably Frankie
Vaughan has devoured hun-
dreds of chickens in his life-
time without ill effects—but
never before, until that
momentous occasion during
his recent Palladium run, had
a chicken bone Jodged so in-
considerately, so obstinately,
in_the region of his tonsils—
with such inconvenient results
too.

Frank's disabled throat pa
the way to the biggest cﬁn
of Ken's career — he was
ordered to take over his prin-
cipal’s part during the latter’s
indisposition.

No-one better than

me—it was Norman Vaughan whei
l met him recently in Manchester.

SUCCESS AT LAST

DIDN'T see young Jonnart
d?nusms for Frank myself,”
mitted, “but next night I
the boys emhusn; over his

lold ne 1&'

sounded authentic and several simi-
reports on Ken's rescue opera-
tion at the Palladium have since

-nd n.nﬁngy now
that Ken Jonnarl h.s well

and truly arrived—and he is con-
sequemly u very happy man. He

T since he ;omui
lhe bnsmcss

strange ideas of

what in variety,

aboul six years ago. Experience is
begioning to pay off.

Summer will see him a principal

m rhe new Sunday at the

rth Pier series—a top I thk-

l Sunday attraction—and after

uut Paul Cave (wnlh ‘whom hr; hh:s

just signed up for years) has

other good things lined up for him.

Everything comes to him who
tries—and can wait.

TO BE—OR...?

GERRY WEST waited 10 years
for promotion from the local
field of concerts and amateur
operatics to the professional world.
For six years he trained intensively,
journeying 20 miles for regular
lessons 10 befit himself for the
break he hoped would come. In

byshire musical comedy circles

with “whom is a favoured prin-
cipal, it has been sad time and
time again that Gerry's starring

qualities must_eventually be lewg-
nised aml n.nuomlly acclai

A ago he lcrtd as
escort for hs leading lady—Vivien
Carman who has the titular role

go U D Carte
musical director, Isidore Godfrey,
promptly offered Gerry a long-term
contract.

Would you believe it — Ge

ext that offer and went
back home.

T believe Mr. West showed good

\(nw and acted in_his best interests,
In the first place, he is 34 years old
—an age at which (by modern
-;undnr s) the professional artist
id be establi t embark-

ifg on a career.

Furthermore, Gerry, very pro-
perly took mlo consideration  his
wife and two young sons at_home.
Unfonumucly, domestic  bliss
seildom compatible w
entertainer’'s career whis
the artist shall court his/her public
rather than a normal partner.

FOR MORECAMBE?

HE.AR Oldham’s Margaret

is in great I'nvour on

the Con'unenl wher‘ehs s been

touring for xlx mon! psl mngm;
with 1 Gold Orchest:

For_his ﬁflh year Paul w:ll be

returning as musical director to

Middleton Towers Holiday Camp,

Morecambe, opening this month

3 with_his lS-pwu orchestra, ylaging

in the theatre and ballroom.

ln Kennedy, who sang at the camp two

years ago, will be special guest artist
with the band.

CALLING OLD
PALS

‘RANK KESBY — the cos
entertainer now living at
kdale Road, Birmingha

has track of old friends Ted
Dwyer, Frank Maddox, Ronnie
Brandon, Dickic Pounds and

Reginald Wooley, and for business
rmhsom would like 1o get in touch
witl

Are lhcy around?

POPS IN THE
PARKS

STRETFORD municipal authori-
ties have “seen the ]
addition the traditional brass
band concerts staged in local
parks there will be presentations of
agers, during the summer months.

15, 3d. per Insertion.
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DOREEN WIN-KIE CABARET
30 Mmurz FIRST.CLASS FLOOR SHOW
20 Al .. Goodmayes. Tel, szv lsoa

Lee Paris and the L.P’s, w
Centre on May 1.

CLUB CORNER

ho appeared at the Nuffield

TO SKYS

THE young man who

graduated from the coal
mine to building skyscrapers,
Ken Vincent, the singing

recently had mention in the
top people’s Sunday paper,

“The Observer,” is on the
look-out for a summer
season.

Ken resigned from the mines
when he felt the coaldust was
damaging his naturally strong
lungs — and reports that the
open-air building job, erecting
skyscrapers  Sheffield-way, to
which he transferred, has done
wonders for his vocal chords.
His rich, well-rounded voice
which has been likened to that of
Mario Lanza, is now more
vigorous than ever and he feels
he could use it with advantage in
a seaside season show.

SHEFFIELD STAR-BUILDER

For ”dz““ Mr. E. Farrell has
been holding aloft the torch ol
variety in Sheffield, one of the bu:

est club areas in the country, H:
has been responsible for putting on
some of the most ambitious cabaret
preseritations in and
many stars have emerged from his

nom.
He can reached at 47 Chals-
worth Road Totley, Shefficld.

TOP TURN

ALT.HOU(JH possessed  of - an

established reputation in vaude-

wllc Ronnie Collis is eompnnnvely
to Noi

nnd he is now makmg his mark

A luperb tap dancer, he is also
an impersonator of great talent and
versatility. His portrayal of Charlie
Chaplin is phenomenal. It may
e worth whlle |o
ers to Jook
well above ordmury snu

GOOD INFI.UENCE

hc is

Secretaries
Fedcnuon is already stirring up a
keener than before interest for club
concert arrangements in the area,
Regular auditions are proving a
tonic to business from both view-
points—artist and cluh A little judi-
cial newspaper advertising is attract-

Doncaster collier who -

spective  Rej

ALTHOUGH it has been in exist- }

FROM COAL MINES

CRAPERS

Ken Vincent

miles of the pincapple and mint
varieties.

New Ascot owner is Cliff Wrigley,
former Oldham Tlicensee. Oldham,
noted for its pubs lnd clubl is rich
in entertainment talent—Enic Sykts
uM n m-y bear me oul

1 will ﬁl
from cmrs ﬁm-h-nsw pm

it. First import Iromoldlumukey-
board-wizard Ken Jones with his

band—a vu-ule quartet. Song-
dance team Nina and Johnny
Dawes (chip off the old block,
comic Sandy Dawes) were ipals
in the cabaret I saw. WS.O" out for

SCOT

NOW IT'S ‘FIVE-PAST-EIGHT’

THE STAGE

HOT from » x * %

LAND

. —minus that Scottish flavour

S the Scottish flavour that once
gave “Five-Past Eight” its native
and intimate character likely to be
missed in the spectacular, glitter-
ing mnew production that now
graces the stage of the Glasgow
Alhamb a?
point to argue over for
asz:la!ly as there isn't a Scot
but the first-night gala
audu.nce that welcomed talented
Max Bygraves to its Saturday night
heart didn't seem to miss_the kilt
and the Auld Lang Syne trimmings.
y showed their lpprcclauon n
no uncertain way, not only for the

50~mmute song -and- act of
Max, Iso for colour, the
hzhnnl. lhe s—and, particularly,

the dancing T'Iler Girls.

This eye-catching show, aimed
at a more sophisticated audience
cach summer, could \mnally be
tiled “An  Evening with
Mygmv« and the Tiller Gn'h"

ax has a dash of Danny Kaye,
Maurice  Chevalier and = Jimmy
Logan, all rolled into one relaxed
entertainer,

I'd like him to include at least
one Scoftish number in_his act,
however, “1 Belong to Glasgow"”,
which he does so well on disc,
would be ideal.

Make no mistake, though, this is
exactly the same (alented Max
Bygraves we saw a couple of years
ago at Glasgow Empire, and many
years ago in a second- a!lcr-opcrnng
spot at the same vaudery. The

lushy Albambra audience cn;oy«

im m nitery-style intimacy, but I

couldn't help wondering why so
many seemed to have missed him at
the old Empire!

Then there’s son Anthony, who
joins dad for a most_likeable father-
and-son spot, George Mitchell
Singers do a grand job, too.

A girl not to be omitted is Fay
Lenore, who, think, does
wonderful job in  the “Italiana™
scenas before the interval, and has
star quality stll to fully
lcknowltd%cd in London or' else-
where, Performers as experienced as
Fay don’t grow in every show.

Howard and Wynanam have
excelled  themselves " in s

via Dick Hurran's ingenuity. [ hlmi
it to whoever dreamed up
CinemaScopic-style film optnlnx,
with credits which looked like the

But more anon (in the Summer
Show issue) about lhh leading stage
production which

them in “Scene al +6.25",
and “Old Tyme Musnc all” on | Old Glasgow town in this rainy,
your TV, blustery, dep g

Opening ni

SHORTS AND SWEETS

RESIDENT - ORGANIST David

Brown cause of new at

St. Annes Hotel, Sea.
conct

y
guitar-man John Amhony making |}

£ recovery from tonsils opera-
uun will be back in circulation next

Ascol Club and concentrate atten-
tion on producing more and more

80 groups — staged tomorrow and
Saturday.

AT YOUR SERVICE
A MANCHESTER  musician,

Arnold Briggs and his folk-
singing group, the Border Folk
Four, who first came to notice in
the series, “Focus”, a'e now
winning favour for their Iar
conmbunom Border

Make Mme Counlvy Style™ whu:h
I am told, is hitting Top Ten TAM
rating.

Arnold was once a member of
the Lightfoot -aggregation and
played mlmpa for several Lanes

ts. Now he is playing bass-
ﬁddk-—wuh Jean Brown, George
Brocklebank aod Norman Mec-
Donald, who work with guitars,
banjo and mandolin, and sing, of

course.
| "Now that their current TV
—— | series has

ended Bor
favourites will be on the \ook-mu
for one-night-stands, a camp or
seaside season, to fil n until |h¢|r
VC | recall to the television studios.

Impressing Charlotte

THE Two Bells recently presented
their famous ‘‘Muscles Maketh
Man" act in B.B.C's “Points North™
magazine.

It happened that Charlott Bing-
ham (“Coronet ~ Amongst the

Weeds™) was being interviewed in
Manchester and it occurred to the

ogramme director that it would
Ee perhaps an unusual experience
for the young authoress (o meet a
northern” hesman.

The Belis got a lovely plug out of
it and Miss Bingham was duly im-
press

This Liverpool man/wife team
with their blindfold and other novel
equilibristic routines are kccpm.
busy and seem likely to contin
until the automn when their onh-
:ommg summer tour of the Pon-
l;nd‘ holiday camps comes to an

AT
Howard and Wyndlmn m-_booz:
* son

ing concert secs, and artists from a . Chic Murray and Maidie |, . . . Alberdeen’s Herbert Id
wide area — with mutual benefits, werea Tiot at Manchester Cvomlord hnlur up from London in his
Artists have been known to walk last week—come back soon ... N- | capacity as hudmdpu ici
out of these auditions with so many Eas’s Dick Ward who ran a suc- | manager for Howard W
as six and more uncxpecied dates cessful solus agency has teamed |ham.
in the book. with Socnal Club Services of Sunder- ¥ T >
Interested parties who wlsh 1o be land .. . Jerry Harris, “HGW;:dL; ‘INE-UP of show per-
present  at sonalities charity
auditions id_get in wuch wml WCCSSIH")' touring  N-West n'fh match at S Casic Gl .?-'f
Tom Slater, Flsh'nck Ramblers Spots prior to opening his b %7 b May 19, the foot razy
Club, Preston. in heart of Manchester . Tommy Trinder as a non-playing
Fusiliers' resident vocalist Jnln me captain, Ben Warriss (captain),
BLACKPOOL CHANGE iy f°'q:‘:l'm Sumamed ’“"’o'r‘ At ﬂmmy Jewel, Eric_Sykes, Dickie
THE rock trade (lettered-through favourite Alan Haven has left Mnn~ R:;,‘d;r:ﬁ;"c .:’\‘tn l:.:::i Med-
Blackpool) is ing me- chester and returned to London for | win ' Macd, Hobley and Leslie
unnkq Pressure at his famous sea- ‘e,woneenng. recording, and broad- | Sarony.
side factory has incr 50 much casting . Yana due Chester-
huly, to cope Eddie Loynds has ﬁcld‘s New Carlton next Sunday It's all in the good cause of the
t part with his Blackpool L verpools bigeest beat binge—over | Duke of Edinburgh's _Awards

uheme 1 hear the Tiller Girls from
Glasgow Alhambra, and a Scots
comic or two, will also be around.

Passing thought: Isn’t it odd how
few of the Scots comics are golfers?

- . .

l'VE always wondered why so
many pcoplc use the word

“‘Command” when discussing Royal
Performances. How wrong it is!

The big show at Glasgow Alham-
bra on July 3 will be, simply, a
Royal Performance which the
Queen will attend during hel \l\ll
to Scotland. It's wrong, eve
describe it as a Royal Vanely Pcr-
formance.

Early details of the gala night
(America’s Connie Francis is a hot
tip) were due to be announced in
Glasgow this week. It's a safe bet
that Max Bygraves will be one of
the stars, that much of the “Five-
Past (" show will form the
basis. the night . . . and that
talented guest artists from London

and America will join the resident
company.

The THINGSJ -LIKE

Jane Lindsey, the Scot-
tish soubrette who is
touring Aden, Kenya
and the Persian Gulf for
CSE in a show featuring
Edna Savage. In ad-
dition to her own song
and dance numbers,
Jane features the mem-
ory act and feeds the
comedian.

COTSMAN  Johnny  Farlane

busy in Europe. Home

for a few days, he tells me he

leaves for a month’s tour of Turkey
in June.

“Then I go on to Capri and
Verona in Italy for two wecks, and
follow with a full month in Paris
in August.”

H:s Turkey tour is for the Amcn
Cherry

rhy!llm is on hﬂ. in
Germany, by the way, Johnny was
made an honorary member of the
48th Maintenance Company at
Mannheim, holding the rank of
Second-Lieutenant. ~ He was pre-
sented with the cpaulets, bars and
badges at a company rnyA “This
makes me half civilian, half officer!”
he jokes.

TH]S’N’I’HAT from a “Five-Past
ion in Glasgow:

Max ﬂ ygraves telling me he's been

invited to star at the next London
Lionel

e of the

oy g
proving answer to Press photo-
Alma

just in from America

urran _estimating the wro-
ductwn at £50,000, as a minimum.

yers . .
iscussing  her precious

. . .

dept.: Dennis
cer’s wonderful vznl act on
Pllln um tv; Gln;

Biﬁf' in July m[hd "F“:)?e‘lﬂ
n .
Y .d.‘."
Choice™ 3
aul;sm Mm:e;pok
ment spot_at et ,
even though his were
real “comny” . . . ccgan's
song act, soon fo be
seen in Ro(hcuy sumgn« show
Dick Powell
Hlmnh Dick, from

ﬁ ‘est) set to be song-and-
dance man in summer llomwhmv
at the Hermitage Hotel, Guern:
he's a former worker in John
Brown’s shipyard in Clydebank

ed Margo Henderson chosen to be one

of urice Chevalier’s guests in
a [orlhcoming ATV spectacular.
. .

WIIL S.mmy Davis junr. sport
the kilt on his (wo concert
dates at GImFow Odeon on May
157 1 hope so!

The coloured entertainer  will
be a wow if he does. I hear he's
travelling straight from Leeds to
Glasgow, and luu:s from Scot-
land for a couple of nights at the
Brighton Hippodrome.

e Glasgow Odeon may well
take the place of the old Glasgow
Empire (now being demolnhedy
the main Scottish venue for top
U.S. stars.

(Gordon Irving’s address: THE
VIEWER, Theatre Royal, (:lns;aw
Trl 8 Glasgow DOUglas 9999, Exi.

SOS

ROBINSON of Allied Capital
* Productions (Little France,
Edinburgh 9) writes that he is

arranging a series of shows for the
‘Hunger Campaign” and would be

glad
1o

to hear from artists willing
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