THE STAGE

PERSONALITY songstress PEGGY RAY has recently
concluded a short provincial club tour.

GOOD in putting over a ‘point’ number, she is even better
with a song which has plenty of ‘go’ in it.

SHE returns shortly for another visit to Germany while a
further South Africa tour is under negotiation.

YORKSHIRE RELISH

by James Towler

” HAT a terrific act,” said a

beaming George Binns the other

evening, Exactly my sentiments, too, for he was referring to

the fabulous singing
Their harmony singing is amon,
the finest I've come across. In-
deed, I'm not the ﬁn( to describe
them a8 “The Ink Spots Up To

Date
Although they have played the
End, it 15 in the provinces
'.hn the boys have hit the big time.
“The North has been very good to
us,” they say. One might add that
The Chariols have been a tonic to
every club they have played,
attracting far more business than
many an established TV or record
nam

Chrmmnt week saw them doubl
ing with Greasborough and Don-
caster Scala, where, lm reliably
in formed, lhey ike breaking
their own house reccrd me-
thing that will give Mr. Jackson
much pleasure,

Owen Hammond has them down
for another stint at Bradford
Lyceum in February, after which
they are off for another German
season.

* ® *

TO be accomplished at one job
is something of an achieve-
ment. However, to be eﬂuﬂlly
nccomplnhed at four coul be

an embar at

times.

For an example of how to get
round this, one could do no better
than watch that talented young
New Zealander Peter Crago.

A good pianist, with a wide range
from the classics to the Twist, and
a pleasing singer are qunlm:s
strong enough to build a good a

However, not content with this,
Peter is also an accomplished u‘)
dancer—fine. Then, to cap it all
we" have a first-class acrobat as

How all this is blended together
has to be seen to be believed. The
final leap from the top of the
raised piano to the floor is among
the strongest finale's I have ever
seen.

* * *
CHR!STMAS and New Yur !es»
tivities always  mean

business for clubs of all types, and

this season has been no exception.
In  South  Yorkshire,

Chariots, already mentioned above,

foursome The Chariots.

have been ably
Evelyn Doyle,
Howurd and
donist-singer eronica

Doncaster. Over at Grcasboro
nup rt _has included Jane Wade,

supported by
p Jones, Les
-lookin, nccor-

ly Harper and Julian Jorg the | pard

Ace of

Not to be outdone, Willow
W.M.C. staged, prior to the holi-
days, what they claimed to be “the
most expensivé act ever to appear
on lhc stage of a working men's
club,” namely Lyn Rogers and the
Maori Hi Quinns, This act, which
went down so well at Leeds
Chinchilla, has attracted favourable
commcn( everywhere they have
playe

lm “told that The Four Tonﬂ
came over well at “The Farm

uubhthed smzl na
favourites  Peter  Firmani
nn; Duffy have registered
strongly in the Sheffield area.
All in all, prospects for 1964 look
very good for live entertainment in
Scuu- Yorhhue
*
MAN wllh a problem, Gwyn, the
trapeze artist. At present scor-
in pn(o-he at the Stockton
he is mlo- to
follow this  with

Eastern club dates. llh roh
—a minimum height of zon. is
required.
*

In»ucr doubling with Leeds
Clubs.

*

* *

POPULAR singer Johnny St
with clair-
voyant have just com-
cluded_their season -l
the Vine G
in Fi ?tury b‘:e ed La
e
Strada, South Shields.
* * *

RGANIST - COMPERE Don

by CHARLES

TRENTHAM

OW to Make a Pop Singer
from a Puppet it s
described, with patterns, by Bob
Pelham in_the latest issue of his
by Pclpup News,” in response to
requcsu for po%agmups like
The tles and The S
Mr, Pelham, as the * Pelpop,”
md:r;

Chinese boy, William
pore, the prize-winnin; p:ecc
called “The Legend of

ng
the Golden

Lotus
The ‘“Pelpups” are active letter-
writers, and a selection of their
letters is given in the latest “News,”
correspondents being all over the
globe, including Edmonton, Winni-
and Ontario, Canada, New
V(‘l’k California, Canberra, Aus-
n'llil. and Somb Africa.
have given performances in
aid o “Freedom From Hunger,”
UNICEF and the Sunflower il-
dren’'s Homes. They often seck
pea-friends.

* * *

RANTISEK J. HAJEK, head of
the Central House of Creative
Folk Art in Prague, writes that
“our children would be happy to
be able to exchange leiters with
your children,” and encloses details
twO  puppeteer groups  in

Czechoslovakia.

* * *

FIFIEEN pounds was the success-
ful bid for the Punch and Judy
itch at the sale by auction of
icences to operate concessions on

the beach, \Kromemde and Marine

Parade at Weston-saper-Mare, The
sum realised was £11,535.

* * *

RANK and Maisic Mumford,

with their puppets, are in to-
morrow's edition of “Time for
Tich,” from the Queen Mary's
Huspllal for Children, Carshalton,
Surrey, on BBC-tv; Leonard Chase
produces.

DISTAFF-SIDE

SWINGSTERS

It Was The Year
of The Great Girls

Nightbeat' By

Peter Hepple

-TH]Sbaingﬁneﬁnuofymwheneverybodywhohma
platiorm of some kind is seized with the motion of
“summing up”, “taking stock” and “predicting”, may I just

put in my two cents worth?

On the whole, 1963 was an ex-
cellent year for London cabaret,
with more places and many more
. Looking . back. through
the year, it might appear that |

never see a bad act, but strangely To
enough this is genenll true, -
don night club and restaurant

owners seldom take a gamble on the
unknown and if by any chance ‘an
artist opens on a Monday and does
not come up to standard, it is pretty
certain that he, she or they will be
out by Tuesday.

A harsh woxld agreed, but it does
ensure that West End cabaret is of
exceptionally hmh quality—and there

are many more cases lhan you might
think where the boss keeps an artist
he likes in spite of audience in-
difference.

To me, 1964 will be the year of
the great girl singers. Some of
our g/lghlbral discoveries, for in-
stance Kathy Kirby and Jackie
Trent, are on the way to more
profitable if not ,{naler things.
Others, such as Rosemary Car-
roll, Debbie Lee and Joy Mar-
shall, may find 1964 the year of
npnorlumly. My musical high-

ts have all n provided by
le girls, notably Annie Ross,

Stevie Wise, Lita Roza, Chris

Rayburn, Blondell Cooper, Jenny

Johnson, and, from the pubs,

Kim Cordell.

The boys? Outstanding has been
the development of Ga#ry Marshal,
who by this time next year could be
in the international class, And a per-
sonal favourite of mine is the
xuperbly relaxed, alwnys wmgmg
and just married Kenny De
As for comedy, it is mll |cmh|y

to make people laugh after 2
midnight. But Bob Mnnkhouwe. Ray

Martine and the brilliantly inventive

Peter Reeves have managed it, lnd

those two pillars of the West E

Davy Kaye, at the Embassy, nmi

Danny La Rue, at Winston's, con-
usta\(ly do it, the latter assisted of
course by Toni Palmer. Valerie
Walsh, Barry Cryer et

al.
Myself, 1 ook back with pleasure
on l e American comedians, espec-
ially Irwin Corey and Jerry Suller

To Maria M. astonishing
unknown whose season at the
Edmundo Ros Club during the
summer introduced us to a per-
former with a warmth and emo-
uml:,a:v appeal unparalleled i 5;_: 1963,

and
Shaw—I1 can’t think of the Wﬂ\
End without them now.

N the realms of magic and mys-
tery the man who produces doves,
billiard balls or Ilgh(ed candles ex-
cites our ndrmmhon (or his skill' at
sleight-of-hand. he must
keep them mmcwhcre Fur the man
who rummages in_our minds, how-
ever, admiration is tempered with
a little foreboding, for who knows
what he might drag to the surface?
on the previous occasions I
have seen him, the act of Koran,
now at Quaglino's, left me with the
fecling of utter and complete per-
plexity, How can a man ask three
separate people to pick a card, a
number between one and a_thou-
sand and a word from a dictionary
and tell them what they have chosen
without going anywhere ncar them?
How can the same man get six
sealed envelopes to yield their
secrets?

It is, I suppose, all very simple
when you know how, bul even mind
reading fades into insi nce be-
sndcx what Koran nxfnly und not

mmodestly des
mmu:le , one which is, mmcover,
on the physical plane. This consists
of the linking-together of three rings
borrowed from members of the
audience.

Could be, however, that his part-
"F shot is the most miraculous of

Il, for instead of writing the words
in the sealed envelope on his black-

rd, Koran startles one diner_per
evening by giving the answer via a
midget tape recorder. When the
occult joins hands with science it is
a lemble combination mdecd

THE ﬂo(mhow policy u the Ed-
mundo Ros Club continues
apace with “Fiesta”, which features
Frank Coda in the midst of six
dancers and thmd showgirls pro-
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HARRY SECOMBE— THE
TALK OF NEW YORK

SELDOM have T encountered such enthusiasm as T met in

New York for Harry Secombe. His *

“Mr. Pickwick”

record is the disc many people asked for as a Christmas
gift. At the Friars Club some friends of Milton Berle were
prophesying that when my friend Harry reaches Broadway

eventually, he will enjoy the

same sort of rave notices and

show-stopping ovation as those given to Tessic O’Shea in
“The Girl who came to Supper” for those marvellous Cock-

ney numbers by Noel Coward.

The “Two-Ton"™ girl has made an
impact such as New Yorkers havent
seen uny British performer accorded
since 1924 when Jack Buchanan,
Bea Lillie and Gertrude lawremx
‘were so sensationally successful in
an_Andre Charlot revue,

Tessie did a ternific job on De-
cember 22 when she ml on the
Ed Sullivan show
worked. throughout dw nation. She
has been given a return date on this
middle of Jan-

ho

King Rat Ted
Ray how proud she is ui the cable
she got from The Grand Order of
Water Rats.

NORAH HOWARD, so well re-
membered as a Cochran revue
star of the Thlmcs am‘l her husband,
Stuart Ross, of Ross and Grayson
the well-known piano act, gave a
party for me, where the talk was
mostly about Roy Castle astound-
ing America in his TV appearances.
principally on the Gar Moore
show. He is always so di ercnl and
unbdlmbly better cmrlt

This is another British favourite

who is all set for a Broadway

Peler Glenyille directed ‘Dylan’.
Sir Alec Guinness stars in i, It
hadn't opened in New York before
I left for Hollywood, but it got rave
notices at the New York Haven
Theatre fry-out date, and is ex-
pected to be a hit in what has been,
so far, a season of box-office dis-
appoin

STAGE PROMPTINGS
by Georgic Wood

REMEMBER BLOSSOM
BROWN?

The many people who were enter-
tained by ll: at most wonderful man
Teddy Brown will be delighted to
know that his d.aug)m:r Blossom is a
happily married lawyer's wife with
four chlldmn. Her brother Stuart
died last

Oliver Mcolls a noted Broadway
director who has won many awards,
planned a_dinner party for Blossom
and Marvin to meet me with Tish
Lee (of Stone and Lee fame), and
how we talked about Tommy Trin-
der, Jewel and Warriss, Harry
Selizor. Lew and 1eslie Grade, and
of course Bud nagan, because
no matter where 1 go they all know
—and love “

am nnxnouv for Bud to see
Shanda Lear who has just arrived
from Switzerland, She does
most entertaining, ga
singing act. As the grand-daughter
of the late Ole O!scn this is defi-
nitely a case of inherited talent.

BITS AND PIECES
REATLY appreciate Richard
anc well known as
“Dickie” of Birmingham, send-
ing a donation via THE STAGE
égr i the  Wimbledon  Blind

Tub. . . .

PANTO mmx»l

by JOE (Mr. Pianc) HENDERSON

my first

ERE I am i
H i nBabesll

and Anne Meara at
ment, Jimmy Casanova nt the Astor
and Jimmy Caesar at the (‘clcbnlc,
all of whom should return and be
seen by n much wider and wider-
unke public,

vndcd - o
es, you've gues: it—Davi
l-{nnzng and Tommy Shaw. The
leitmotif here is npgropm(ely Latin
American, but a diversion to the
uth Seas brings us in contact with
Tamouré.

bouqueu for those not mcnuoned
Tothe'l‘nlllof’l\e'l'm-l.on-

don’s premier showplace — and
thanks especially for Shirley Bas-
sey, Ford and Hines and Dolores

ray.
To the Savoy— still the classiest
t, evcn if Juliette Greco and
{o odrigues did not meet
with lhc true appreciation they
deserved.

To Paul Raymond —a showman
who has created a real showroom
out of the Celebrite and has in-
herited the mantle of chief im-
porter nl Amenun acts.

To the Miff Smith Orchestra—the
most swinging band in the West
End and one which has done
much to make the Celebrite a suc-
cess.

A further unexpected touch is
f ided by guest artiste Dinita, n
ragile hllle haauly from India.

irl's graceful salaam does not pm-
fce a recital of folk melodies but
a saucy number about the Folies
Bergere and (hnt tropical dny about
the “House Bamboo™. ~ Band-
leader Bevedcy Ingamells nips in
here to assist in the fransformation
from sari to matador pants.

though Edmundo’s is not what

1 would call a room, Tony
very
with their slick and slightly
sick humour. This pair, by the way,

must be the only comics to adopt
the fully ecumenical approach, as
their material is based with real im-

rtiality upon both Old and New
'Y"-esumenu and Anglican and
Roman rites.

FROM THE

By SYD

AS I recently prophesied, Cabaret
is catching on in Coventry. The
newly o] “Berkeley Restaur-
ant™ is now presenting Duncmg and
Cabaret every weekend, and “The
Elite Club” continues to feature
Cabaret on Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays. st week's artists in-
cluded, Noel and Mavns Massey,
Eddie Harbin and Tina Day, and
“Rondar(" and Jeanne, Quite an
of top talent!
nslmas entertainment was al:
ewnled at_Sutton Coldfield's
“The Barn" at Hockley
Hx..nh La Terrasse Restaurant,
Chateau Impney, Droitwich, The
Regent Hotel, ~ Leamington Spa,
The Wellcombe Hotel, Slmtford{)n-

Avon, and Chesford Grange, Kenil-
worth.
Young David Conway, who had

his _early grounding in Coventry
Clubs, is now firmly established
with “The_Three Monarchs” who
are appearing in Puss in Boots at
Birmingham  Hippodrome. Since
joining the act he has toured
Sweden and Africa,

Another young Coyentry artist
who has made the grade is Patricia
Lancaster, who _is -ppurng in
“Turn in Whnllnglon at
Nottingham's Theatre R;

Magicians, vcmnlnqmsu and
Lluwm have been kept b\l({l at the
man chuldrcnl parties held in
Midl Clubs, over the holidays,

and m ny more arlists were
engaged at old people’s gatherings.

MIDLANDS

STARR

Following the children’s party at
The Unicorn Club, there was a

nd_evening concert in the new
ﬁml in whxch the following artists
appeared James Beavis, illusionist;
Malcolm Pridden, the singing trum-
peter and Cyd Valentino, comedian,
with Alan Gillett at the organ.

Looking around Warwickshire
mining town, Bedworth, I dro
across some good entertainment, in-
cluding Gavin Prime at The Ex-

Club, and at The Working
Men’s Club, vemnloqumlcomedmn
Ken Graham, and “Janet” with
“The Three Spires” in swing and
sway.

Al Coleshill Social Club, the
members had a_real opportanity of
“getting with u“ whcn Tony Avon
and “Liitle Roger” gave out with
rhythm *hot and slmng . Tony
sings well, and lnys ‘a  mean’
guitar. “Little Roger”, as the name
implies, is a dnmmunvc chappie,
who is dynamite on the drums,

1 was sorry to learn that my old
friend, Btrmmﬂams V.AF. chair-
unn. George ymonde,

laying in panto this year, due
(o the lm ing health of his mother.
No doubt however we shall con

mme to have the pleasure of his
ly entertainment around the
clubs.
In mndu.n‘an, may 1 take this
oppan of wishing all re

'l'heWood" which opened at ¢,
the hwidmm

But T've found
enpermwe

it an exciting
since I have

my career.
For the first time I bad the

chance to play a complete acting

rdle in the form of Sample Simon
even sang a oouple of

“On Top Spaghetti” and g ow

g oo A myself 10 of
phymg the piano on stage during ;

REGRET 1 have not been able
to answer your many kind
letters and telegrams. Will see 1o
it on my return. . . .
MARK LEDDY, the brainy agent
for the Ed Sullivan Show con-
f/amlales Denis Spicer on his T.
‘ent success and sends many
good wishes to all the British
acts who have contributed so
n;lurh to the success of the
show, . . .

So that's the end of the letters
from Al , and it's a good
|I|I,|‘c‘e to wish you all a perfect

Do You Do It?” and threw in a
few dancing steps {o( good measure
—much to surprise of my wife
Janet, who'’s a real professional in
the terpsichorean sphere.

There was no perforrmnoe of
“Babes In The Wood™" ew
Year's Eve—the theatre wu re-
quired for an annual event—and it
enabled me to have the evening
ree.
As a Scot, the arrival of another
year is of weml significance to me.
It is a time to be with the family
and Janet and 1 travelled down to
Surrey to see my mother.

Unfortunately, she is in hospital,
but it didn't interfere with the
traditional New Year's Eve custom
my giving her a piece coal

summer season,

PAT

AZA

ASKS

ARE YOU STILL |
IN THE BUSINESS|

THEN WHY NOT SAY SO?

IT WON'T COST

YOU A FORTUNE

GIVE ME
A

SOMETIME
TEMPLE BAR 5213

e app)' New Year and a
Fu" Date Book.™

2 Conp



