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SALFORD WELCOMES
VARIETY REVIVAL

HERE are enterprising people d who still
obmmlynm:omept&emmﬁewvﬂlﬁ
the music hall has had its day. Down Salford way just now
one may find abundant evidence to justify then' faith, and
Meﬁoﬂolmwcﬁsﬂlwaﬂsmk&p&eﬂxg

lymg i deserved o

It calls for graft and courage—
plus money in the bank—to lake
over a theatre and launch a new
FROM =

show these days. and it seems that
Philip Bernard Productions—princi-

pals Aubrey Phillips and Mike
Arnold—hackmx the - current _ Sal-
ford Victoria variety revival, are
appmpmlrly quatified.

To fﬂm Salford supporters,
Bernards ised a balanced blend
of old time and modern, and teamed

v:r Kay Butler and a line of

These are the people respons-

rblc for the good business last week.

and the show is mow running in is

second week.

Success so far is on dpur for

nev ventures for the rnnr Nex!
week they are- presenting ™

the Blitz" with uuh names. u Leou

Arthur English, Herschel

Henlere, Zaraeda. Kay on the Keys,

BY
JAMES
HARTLEY

INCE 1964 came in, the
northern Press has carried
frequent  re; s on the
activities of Paul Denver, 24-
year-old = thrili-seeking pro-
tege of escapologist star
Murray.
In recent weeks, young Denver
separate occasions
earned headlines and -
tures in_the dailies and Sun-

angle—stage, ﬁhm, tv and clubs,
* * *

WHEN a thief pulls off just one
more job. the news is rarely a
matter for headlines: but reverse
the roles, with a pickpocket for vic-
tim, and there's the nmehv for you.
ore, and with profound re-

et. T must record that Mark

jar pers
His latest notable score. pub-
licitv-wise, tied up with his
opening in variety at Salford
ictoria lasi week.
Suspended by crane. 100 feet

flles, the professional * cracks- above the city, buckled in a
man,” has been robbed. From straightjacket, Paul  freed
parked car, following an ge- himself in_two minutes 18
ment at Jerry Harris's Piccadilly in seconds—12  seconds less
Manchester the other night, were than his  hero. the great

stolen (wo overcoats, a suit, a dress
belonging to Mrs. Raffles, and a
bag olﬂ‘:ra:vous props.. The thicf
Ieﬂ Mark’s performing doves—*But

without the secret gadgets that were
hlu-n I can’t do my dove act,” con-

fides their owner.
©Oh, Mister Burglar, have a heart!

Houdini, 50 years ago.

Pawl is - due _in. Blackpool
shortly. where he will be
directing a new fantastic
illusion at  Olympia for
Murray wntil the'end of the
swmmer season.

Ry Poliugl-gfumiipviyeiicn

CLUB CORNER

THE SMALL

TONY DEXTER

MAN of many parts is Yorkshire-born Tony Dexter.
Since he left home at the age of 15—just nine years ago— | so
he has earned his living as a commercial artist, magician,
medical hypnotist, and writer. Now, thanks largely to the
noted Welsh puppet-master Eric Bramall with whom he has
been closely collaborating since

A

puppeteer in his own right.

Under the acgis of Manchester
agent_Sonny Gross, for two weeks
past Tony has been touring Man-
chester’s wlar night spots, scor-
ing most effectively in smaller
ones where close working proved
distinctly advantageous.

Young Dexter’s multi- faceted
presentation is a striking combina-
tion of fantasy, burlesque and satire.,
It is, in fact, a complete cabaret
bill in miniature, featuring half life-
size marionettes—colourful carica-
tures which come alive at their
master’s command.

There's the Prima Donna. pre-
posicrously plump and grotesque.
pointing a disparity between voice
and appearance not uncommon on
the opera stage.

No fess biting is the Personalit
Pianist, dandified, complete will
silvery locks and syrupy smiles,
wooing his lady fans with some-
thing more than musical virtuosity.
Lampooning the Concert Violinist,
Tony unashamedly rclies on bur-
lesque when manipulating this, the
most difficult’ of puppet instrumen-
falists; and then there's the Belly
Dancer, going further than the most
darlmg stripper, shedding the eighth

i

Dextrous. Dexter works in full
view of his audience—the closer the
better—so that they may the easier

erstand  intricacies  of  the

A West Riding
BREWERY COMPANY

have TENANCY OPENINGS in some of their public-
houses which have farge Concert Rooms and which rely on
Entertainment, for suitable married couples WITH
EXPERIENCE IN THE ENTERTAINMENT WORLD.

Apply for application form to:—
Box A 4204, c/o “The Stage”

WELL KNOWN

‘SHOW’' BEAT GROUP

UNEXPECTEDLY FREE
SEEK SUMMER SEASON—PREFERABLY SOUTH COAST

ludi four instr i and two vocalists.

Several comedy routines.
Available mid-April onwards.

Only first-class offers please to:—

Five-piece,

A 4203, c/o “The Stage”.

3 iine minimum: 6d. per insertion. Each extra

. fine: 1s. 3d, per insertion.
£2.12.6 per quarcer. e

x Ts.
Each extra line 15s. per quarter
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skill which imparts
amimation to his ** World of Liule
Pcople &

* *

THL eye is more important than

the ear so far as club enter-
tainment_goes,” opines Manchester
College P.R.O. J.Jck Stebbing—and
he is not alone in his beticf. That's
why northern club owners are cry-
ing out for British specialities and,
as there aren’t enough of them o
meet the demand, they're giving
seriops thought 0 importing some
more from abroad.

Last Thursday afternoon, a num-
ber of Manchester. bookers met at
the College to watch a flm_of
foreign acts—among them, the Cas-
wros, the Barios, Two Angelos,
[ Trio Sylsuro, Gentleman
Jack, Rudi Milanes, Brian Andre,
Knie Chimps, chiefly circus types—
who are willing to work in Britain.

Bill Sawyer (Universal Autrac-
tions, London) was present to rep-
resent the acts, describe them,
talk money. 1 believe he came (o
terms with Dennis Moss (Domino).
Frank Tansey (Yew Tree), Leslie
Lawrence (College). 1 don't, think
I'm breaking a confidence in re-

and been subsiantial.

WORLD OF

1958, Tony is a star

vealing that these polished Contin-
ental performers are not asking the
earth—rather Jess than the better
British acts in some cases. Inci-
dentally, 1 was (old that we may
soon be hearing of Mr. Sawyer's
negotiations with Holland agents
for swops of complete package
shows.

British trapeze stars—Ilike Greco

and May, the Voleros, and so on
— are great [favourites om the
Continent.

* * *
THE show-biz bug has bitten John
and Barry good and hard.
These Bradford boys, both in their
carly twenties, have sunk a small
fortune acquiring the best equip-
ment lo put across llunr

THE STAGE

HOT from » x » %

SCOTLAND

Scots Singer-on-the-Ascent
is Booked for Russia

INGERS and comedians from Scotland certainly travel
the world these days. Next to go a-travelling is Bill
McCue, the singer, who'll be in Moscow later in the year.
This former electrician from Lanarkshire is to tour Russia
with the English Opera Group in September and October
for their perf es of Benjamin Britten’s “Rape of

Lucretia” and “Albert Herring”

They say, in fact, that 1964 may
be a turning point in Bill's oratorio
and opera carcer. For, later on, he
|s m m ux Henry Wood annual

“The

Messiah™ in

lhc Albtﬂ Ha ; o
Bill—his wife is Patricia Carrick,
of Dumfries, a music teacher—got
in Scotland in
enneth

McKellar, Andy
Murray and many more, it was
Eddie Fraser who gave

first * break.™”

ﬁ * *
SIRID NG down Broadway this
week went Scotland’s minstrel-
Stewart, and his

comedian, e .
manager, Max “lty W oul
on Sund-y for a quick look-see and
talks concerning

Andy s 1963 tour oi Noﬂh America.
1 hear A y will both New-
castle-on- :verpool in the
autumn, Iovm\g his  summer

season al H.M. Theatre, Aberdeen,
where_he opens on June 22. He'll
Scotla

back to bonnie ind
this gund- 1o prepare for his three
new BBCav gae:m:ulan. which
nrclabeweenonlhznew nel
s00M.

It was only on Saturday last,
March 14, that Andy concluded his
record-! hnnlmg winter season  at
Edinburgh King's. What price him
in a revue at Glasgow King's come
December?

ELCOME, variety, 1o
Odeon, Glasgow. The w
of May 18 will see Frank Iﬁrl«l
topping a twice-nightly variety bill,
and audience response should be
interesting, mnow that there's no
Glasgow Empire.
Supporting Frank at his Glasgow

Andy Stewart . . . strode
down Broadway this
week, kilt and all. He re-
turned for a Scottish
tour and a summer
season at Aberdeen.

lht

é:;':z.’.;f:"‘;"":"fﬁ‘ i Bk GLASGOW'S

nights for the mana-

original

accompanied song routines. Thcv
bave an electronic organ of their
own, up-to-the-minute amplification
and stereophonic sound apparatus,

Tony Dexter
transport, and a wardrobe that's

really “ with i, In_ addition to
pops and 'standards, they have a
novel Jine in old-time  favourites
and, with six costume changes, they
caninject their contrasted ofierings

gers of the Edinburgh ABC Regal
and Glasgow Odeon are, of course,
April 29 and 30. The attraction:
The Beatles.

MORE MONEY
FOR MANDY!

“COME over on the Sunmiside!™

This was the invitation
isswed to MANDY RICE-
DAVIES last week by ALEX
WATSON, owner of the Blue
Parrof  at  Suaniside, near
Newcastle, following her ex-
pulsion from Turkey.

Announcing that she had been
booked to appear in cabaret
for a week in May, a spokes-
man for Mr. Watson added:
“She will patter a litfle and

GO-AHEAD

LASGOW has given the finad
go-ahead 10 eniértainment in
city public houses.

The magistrates, meeting al their
licensing = court,  unanimousiy
approved the scheme.

It will now be left to individual
holders to make application 1o
have singing by -groups or by
their customers:

Hitherto, bwh police and licensees
have been ainst  singing in
Glasgow hal.v"ttmuu' thiey felt it
might degenerale into party songs
and trouble.

HIS 'n' that: I hear that Pete
Murray, the compére and disc-
)ockcy will be a guest artist on the

Thursday _evenin, of the annual
sag 8 Hithe=hat nothing g,y for Spd\lﬁ:\ variety week
sugxestve in Glisgow. Ivy Carey, Vi

Retorted TONY PELTON,

Beale are

] Day and mu n Alan
chairman of Newcastle Youth new artists joining the resident com-
Watch Committee. “We mrge pany when “Bonnic Scotland”
the people of Tynsnde to boy- g;ves way to s"'mgu sho»‘v“

rmnnces C l.mgmg rogramme weekly
cott leer Cpexfa Glasgow Metropole on 30.

c
If they do, the Parrot might rock l-lvc weeks of variety begin on April

with maximum_visual impact. 1t's | om ifs perch. Her fee is . - Calum Kennedy follows
seven months since the lads packed rumoured at £800! ch McLean at the Palladium
in their day jobs and hmmi full 3 AHB.  Theatre, Edinburgh.

pro, dmld - it -~ year

ahead already, t yrcno(reﬂmmg

anything, Their  week-ends  are B M H s

booked solid for months to come,

and, thanks to Sheffield’s Shm

Farrell, their mid-week work ‘has

Next move ? They think they ought
1o have a mapager. Good idea—
progress depends on proper diree-
tion.

JAMES HARTLEY.

(CLARKSON ROSE will be the Yacant Summer Season

speaker at the next mecting of

the British Music Hall Society at COMPANY /STAGE

the Garrick Hotel on Monday, MANAGER
March 23, at 8 p.n. He takes the

plm of Ad: Reeve uho is filming. || Enquiries please to: oy
“Clarkie's” _subject: “Red  Plush Fiat H, 94 Hither oresh Lave,

and Greasepaint”. . S

V.AF. Official News
by Melville Thomson

COUPLE of “achtungs™! The
first 1s from Ravic and Babs who
write enclosing a c:}p’ of a dITC\.IHC

The other “acbtung” comes in
roundabout way via Solidaritat, llu.
Austrian Organ of a number of

from the Swiss
application of which could rﬁuh
in some delay to anyone going there
to worl
“Each loﬂip« enfering Switzer-
land for an employment, has to
medical

undergo 2 at
the Border. The grant of a resi-
dential permit can ouly be given
if the medical examination at the
Border has been passed success-
fully.”
. Full details of the above regula-
tions which only came into l[orce
on February 15, this year, are avail-
able t0o members from the VAF
Office, and we must record ounr
thanks to Ravic and Babs for letting
s know about this most important
festriction,

Unions who scem to
work in pretty close harmony,

It quotes the West German Das

rgan in its first issue of Januvary

15, 1 understood that this periodical
had ceased publication a few years
ago, and am wondering about this
new edition,

Artists are wamed about taking
up bookings theough French agents
for Dakar in Freoch West Alrnca.

Payment is offered and made in
francs at the old rate. which seems
very genetous unkil the time comes
for conversion when one finds cne-
sclf actually getting currency ex-
change at the new rate.

Very generous free pas<age, hotels
and meals are promised, but the
passage can be in the smelly bowels

of the ship when the ship is crowded.
The other items promised have o
be insisted upon when you arrive,

SMALL ESTABLISHED

or they don’t materialise and the cost

of living is very high in relation to ARTISTS AGENCY
what ene is pawd after the cusrency SEEKS
manoeuvres, -Also, one is paid on MERGER

the eighth day.

The following quotation from the
Leicester Club paper Artiste should
interest many :

Sale Considered.
Box C 8348, c/o “The Stage”.

“The Leicester Entertai t Secre-

taries - Council wishes it 10 be
known that rumours being circu-
lated - that . artists will only
engaged if booked through agents
is entirely false. The policy o) the
Leicester, ~ Entertainment Secre-
taries' Coungil has always been,
and still is, 10 book artists direct.’

FOR SORE THROATS,
M

1 know this is true (I bappen to | etc.
be in Leicester this week) hx;: I be- g
licve there are occasions when an a regular dally 2a
act is booked through an agent with smnnsoﬂs
Certainly, however, the Leicester mnm,&y is still
Secretaries go to an immense amoumn = M‘_ o :"'."‘h“""m
of trouble to book artists and take thiough all ranches
their job very seriously indeed. T oot o
A booking at the Boot and Shoe ghemhn.mlﬁ
Club by W. Fowkes is sure to o e -idg I-;; :

result in others taking an interest,
bouks.

armed with date-boo

e I il




