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LINES FROM LANCS

James Hartley reporting

THE Blackpool Tower Circus which opened its doors for
the season at Easter and will not close down again until
mid-October is 70 years old—but it contrives to be as topical
as the latest hit song. And this without sacrificing any of the
traditional and perennial appeal of the authentic Big Top.

Charlie Cairoli, himself in his
twenty-fourth season at the Tower,
contributes bandsomely to the

rm_touch in_this dual appeal.

“take-ofi” of The Beatles, for
:\ample brought the youngsiers to
their feet on opening night.

The wi rogramme indeed is
definitely “with it’ "—from the “Top
20" musical numbers put across
extremely well by Tommy Joues
and his Orchestra to the comic * “all-
in” wrestling sequence in which the
referee and an interfering spectator
end up in water surrounding the

ing.
,Es usuzl, the circus acts come

from all over_ the world, r:cruncd

by Bermard e, W

several of the winter months unvcl-

ﬁn‘ nb'ond. x:awu!y sc;:mg out

-nxphsn cally rub shoulders with
horses from bchmd the lron Cur-
1ain: a troupe of Chinese acrobats
are in the next dressing room to a
Mexican quartet; there are clowns
from Spwn equestrians lrom Den-

Over half a million people will
see lixs show bef
closes its doon for the winter.

" which Bass
through twice at Salford

ore the circus”

larly the opening with a most
reafistic full-scale reproduction of
an. ai-raid, were notably good.
Young patrons were conspicuous
by their nb\tnc:, but there was suf-
ficient mums™ and dads’ apprecia-
tion 1o infer that Arthur English,
Leon Cortez and Herschel Henlere
are still & magical influence.

Amazing Zaraeda lived well up to
his name, and there was sound sup-
port from Roy Rolland, Kay Butler,
Aubrey Phillips, Johnny St. George,

Mike “Arnold and Paul Denver.
Carrently topping here in Jimmy
Sables’s *“ Variety '64" is Craig
Dougla

PEI'ER WEBSFER is .I!:c‘:p:::

Al Rea
cis, I'hy Fell, Johnny Hackett ?)
and his_ first at St.
Annes Pier Pavilion—not to meution
famous al, the
“Uncle Peter Show" in he
himself stars three times a day
from June till late autumn. the

All
artists he has Tined up for St. Annes
—Du Clark. Arthur  Tolcher,
Hden‘#umm Dave McGrail, Sam
Steve Lewis and Pam—are

new lc this resort. -
Peter is a

‘was neat,

appropriate, and
In fact, some of the scenes. particu-

e &uﬁ:m

Sunday congert series in St. Annes
t of its kind to be

CLUB CORNER

MIND OVER MATTER

XCEPT that
Vic Rawlings seems to ukc lllc
at a leisurely pace—imperturbable
and always so painstaking in trans-
actions with the artists for whom he
plays—there is no clue nboul his
appearance. w in
mque, to hint that he wnnlly
paralysed. Not without g reason
this one-time Army sergeant who
s-w nmve service with the famous
in_the Far East,
loughl in laly, France, and the
Low Countries and emerged prac-
tically unscathed, has been des-
as a physical phenomenon.
He had undergone rehabilitation
and was settling comfortably into
(mry Sn'm agam when his promis-
in Showland was sud-
denlv \I-nered in an_accident—en
route home from a job he crashed
a motor-cycle and broke his back.
“He will never nlk again,” pre-

Songs-
m-« Jill Westlake. He still fancies
his chance at picking winners and
his latest find is 2l-ycar-old Julie
Davies, a former photographic
model of Sutton Coldficid.

Julic was singing with a Midlands
dance band until she was encour-
aged 10 turn solo. She sought Vic's
guidance and since he signed her
up in January she has appearcd
with increasing frequency — and
marked success—in some of the top
northern clubs,

* * *

T least onc ex-P.O.W. retains
pledsant meémoties of captivity
m an enemy camp—he is Archie
Bamford of Warrington, comedian
and dancer currently Jouhlmr at

Burnley’s “77" and Cabaret ¢
The former airman recollects that
his buddy on active service in the

dicted the
on him at_the i‘-meﬂmry and Kent
Hosmital. “He is extremely Tucky to

e

to  stir.

alive™. -

But survival was not enou;
months and months Vic lay
in that hospital—unable
Then, gradually, with the help of
physiotherapists — and _his own
dogged  determination—his muscles
started to function. Shghtly at
first—but  through TSISiETM  eXer-
cise he re-discovered how to mani-

glate  his arms and legs, and

arned to walk again. Then began
the slow, painful process of reviving
the musical talent on which his
Jivelihood and the upkeep of a
family depended.

Just how completely he overcame
his disability can now be judged by
his performances as _ resident
organist _ at Brian Tattersall’s
Cabaret Club in Burnley.

Even today, 15 years after the
accident, he has no fecling below
his knees—a condition which makes
his_facile control of the ergan foot
pedals a renarkable facet of this
modern mind-over-matter  miracle.

* * *
NATIVE of Margate, Vic Raw-
lings is well remembered in

some <outhern vesom for eﬂsme
managerial and ag work. and
his popular dance h-n . One of his

Far hs( with the RAF. was

S the BBC tele-

vr\mn producer. They were cap-

tured together by mc Japs,
up with f

Ronnie Lane—also BB(, TV—and
the three co-operated in putting on
shows for rtheir compamons—even
m the dreadful jungle camps. They
have been firm friends ever since.

Archie is 10 have charge of enter-
tainment at Howstrake, the Manx
oliday camp, during the forthcom-
ing season. He will take part in
the \hnnt mmml his latest rou-
tines. company with a new part-
ner, (arol h(ock of Bury. Between
them Archic and Carol have five
different acts and can provide non-
stop entertainment for one and a
half hours.

* > *

HRF!; well-favoured northern
ips hope (o figure in the
M“""V record charts in the near
future. orkshire impresario Ber-
nard Hinchcliffe sends me an excel-
lent report first recording
Sammy King a the Voltairs have
made— “What's The Secrct”. to be
released very soon by M.V.
Parlophone have just iisucd an
attractive sample by the Valkyries
of Birkenhead: and the first Decca
recording of David John and the
Mood (a Preston group) will be on
sale before the end of the month.

JAMES HARTLEY.

SHOWCAST

(Entertainment Consultants)
Thank you, Jerry Jerome, for confidence in booking the fabulous

TRI-TONES

for “Zip Ahoy", 1964.
Thank you, Astor Praductions, for booking

LEE HARMER and the Chaquitos

in Kathy Kirby Show, Odeon, Rochester.
Sole representation: SHOWCAST, 334 High Street, Rochester,
Kent.  Phone: Chatham 45488.
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on a short holiday with his
Angus, meeis veteran musie-
Jimmy Reid. It was at Jimmy's
29. Jimmy, who

studied
CIIl‘I, and can still hit
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BRUMBEAT

Jack Delaney Reports from Birmingham

AT Bilston Labour Club recently
wki that golden voiced Covc.-
(& Martin

neeh season at Morecambe.,
our very best wishes to you, loo.

1 mml.l hl.p llm 0, tunit,
thanki ihe " retpia whe
sinee 1 rdlnon containing the
Club  Supplement,  have  tele-
ﬁhmmi me with their congratu-

tions.

tapping delight
wll‘:-n‘-huvmbnm
This was mUuIIy a s small dﬂ
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THE STAGE

Gordon Irving in Scotland says:

DAVE WILLIS IS STILL
ONE OF THE FUNNIEST

“

T has taken an English agent to book me back to this

theatre 1 know so well.” Thus, rather pointedly, Dave

Willis, the veteran Scots comic, sul

mmed up the position as

he took a warm-hearted Glasgow curtain-call at the King's
Theatre the other night. At 69 he had earned ome of the

warmest receptions given to
time.

Dave puts the current show-biz
situation in a nutshell. Nobody in
Scotland does anything any more ;
everything s left to people in
Iomlnn or_the south.

bis Fvcnmg of  Old-Tyme
Mu\rc Hall ™ wasn’t music-hall at
its best. It lacked in good chorus

un ing. But the audience response

reflect a desire by the custo-
mcn for virile music-hall with good
solo performers.

found Dave Willis
dressing-room, the applause still
ringing n his cars. Hone{ully he
was reading the seript of ‘‘Running
Riot,” a farcical comedy by D:rcf
Benficld,

“They'd like me to do this on
tour,™ said Dave, cver the show-
business optimist. * I'd love to."

Sevenly on September 6, he’s still
the funniest of comics. Yet cur-
rently he hasn't a date in his book,
Not ‘even the humblest of summer

5. That's show biz |
*

* o

IN another dressing-room at the
King's T found JYimmy Plant,
Dave's former foil, now the beer-
Nlﬁgr& chairman of this “Music-

lmlny lul his wxl’c last August,
ied a r e in

Blnckpocl The Vlncly wo. ld knew
her as Elaine Rosstyn, the girl from
Nottingham, who met Jiaun/ first in

in his

“Rockets™ at the London Palladium
and me 5. Stage and life
partner.

Together. as Plant and Rosslyn,
they toured Britain, South Africa,
Australia, and sertled latterly as
Mine Hosts of the Grosvenor o(el
Blackpool, which they made
favourite rendezvous for ll\ﬂlnc.k
Their actress dall’hltl’.
is now the wife ctor
Noble, of the Whitehall Th.‘alre
farces ; daughter Gay, who started
with Dave Willis and her dad at
Ayr Gndg is a housewife in
Loughton, Epping.
* * *
EXT “Old Tyme Music-Hall"
dates for Jimmy Plant are at
Oxford on April 20, and then at
Wimbledon. Then he'll return to
his Blackpool home, where he runs
A concert agency.
“I'm feeling very

Tonely now

a Scots comedian for a long

without my wife,” he says. But he
still has his memories © .

and happy ones . . . of music- hn[vl
in its hey-day. After all, he knew
qucrummem when it had a capital

* * *

KEEP your eye on the McKinley
Sisters, Jc-nelle and Sheila,
who are

gcuem on “Parade a!' the

Pops™ it's broadcast from
Scotland next Wednesday, April 15,
These two girls from Litile rance,
Edinburgh, are climbing steadily to
stardom.
The prls-lhm new  record,
* Somebody Cates For Me,” is sell-

ing_nicely—have even bern offered
a 16-weeks' yo.

P.S.—The Beatles' b-ll n both
Edinburgh and Glasgow will have
singer-comedian  Charlie

compere. I don’t envy him the an
top honour though it is.
* * *
K SWAN, the Glasgow ven<
wriloquist, has been touring the
Near a M|ddle East with the
CS.E. * In the Swin,

With hun of course, has
riner McGhee, and it's di o
lieve that the little lhv«-lm
chunk of wood is not really alive !
With Ken on tour were Tem
, The

dancer Pepita 3
shire-born singer Sylvia Norman.

* * *

UMMER show bookings : Dave
and Joe O0'Duffy for the Winter
Gardens, Rothesay, leading Clyde
gesort, . . . The
for Perih Theatre. . , . Gracle Clark
nnd Colin Murray for Largs. .
Andy Stewart for H.M. Theatre
Aberdeén, . Johnnie Victory for
Palladium Theatre, Edinburgh. . . .
Lex Mcbn with Cormack and
Shar| ﬁn Fi's, Scotts Boys for
Pavi cn. (;Iu ow. . .
Kennedy for the Metropol

u\w, . . Rikki Fulton and Jack
ilroy  for Ku\.x Theatre, Edin-
burgh. . lohnnie Beattie for Ayr
Gaiety.

_((mrdon Irving is a1 The Viewer,
Dickens Pvux‘ clo Theatre
Royal, (,m oW, Ttl.: DOUglas
9999, Ext. 335).

two
Bouses; it has now krn com-
pletely re-built to include a large
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3d. per insertion

6d. per insertion. Each extra 1s, 3.
€126 per quarter. Each extra line ns; nv quarter
BABU “THE TOPPS” (V.AF., MU.
‘Wonder On The Stack Wire Il-l_-.-«“ “J
Vacant om with for Circus, sound value. style
CQuos und duration (15-90 .o-.)
180 Belsize Rd., N.W.6. MAI 4685 s:_ Q-.nna,_
ajune | e
Comedy & tacular M-1b Dancers ——~——————
27 Prince Avenwe N.14. %: DOREEN WIN-KREE CABARET
BOWES PARK S116. Eve: LAB V721 30 Min. Floar
20 Ailoa Rd., Goodmayes SEV |50i
“Happy Thoughes™ from
JACK SEATON
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DENTON de GRAY

and his

ONLY authentic professional
spectacular baton twirling

'AMERICAN'
MAJORETTES

in EUROPE

say THANK YOU' to yet
another happy client

CHARTER TRAINS LTD.

CABARET, GRAND HOTEL, BRIGHTON, APRIL 4th AND 5th, 1964
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WILL ALL BOOKERS PLEASE NOTE THAT WE HAVE NO
CONNECTION WITH MR. RUSS HARDY AND THE MAIDS OF KENT
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INQUIRIES TO TOP AGENTS ONLY

OR DIRECT TO

NATIONAL HOUSE,
60/66 WARDOUR STREET,

GLADSTONE
POPESGROVE

Telephones:
GER 5927 ANSAFONE

4323 NIGHT
274
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