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LINES FROM LANCS: By James Hartley

al Hdnhysum-z"nlku-mhny-n
of Blackpool ﬂ‘bﬂlm

lating with talents symbolic of that which is distinctive and

irable in fashionabl i belongs to the golden coach

category.
“Holiday Startime” is beamed | Ty myici-talented Clark Brothers
at the famil nce and BAS 4 | from Philadelphm _are substantial
S ing for_every | orers in this brisk-paced show.

Their dancing muum——up, soft-

shoe. shake, and calypso e all

Frank Ifeld caps the bill and, with well conceived d'and t lhe:r & vocal nﬂ’er-
an infectious yodel and i a i origi Ou

head-tones. he acquits himsell fﬂ ing too are the Square Pegs, an up-

mel a series of resiyled gnd.coming vocal-harmony team,

cldies and some less seasoned pew to Blackpool To well chosen

na. pops they yg\e sincerity. lre;hncs‘.
major_summer show and four fne voices—they

what it takes.
Good- Marian Dlm has

n her first
mlc Kathy Kubv offering plem‘n
reminders “Sta -looking
solo singing spot, and with

Garters™ m‘v and the

reca:l expecta d the "bok \ ly-“:d\c ﬁ‘lel assuredly.
up an © s it most

musical structure (.:hc oduction Sheila Holt and Tom Gillis shine in

gracesful dance routines: the Sensa-
tional Skylons perform thrilling
trapeze feals; and, as wcll as closely
co-operatng  with the
sketches. Albert and Les Ward pre-
sent_a most diverting instrumental
speciality.

The show has first-class support in
Tessa Davees, Vicky Mitchell and
the Eight Charfies—pius consistently
well as his own special spots of sound backing from Jack Rankin
racy humour Ted Rogers comperes and his orchestra.
expertly, neatly linking the acts, B

person-

conductor Johnny Hawkins and
his impeccable orchestra.

Among the strong supporting
company, Neyille K:u, an up-and-
coming ventriloguist, eams
mention. - His routines—including
invol an inyisible
model which aearly drowns in a
beer mug—are uniquely funny. As

and wittily introducing
alities.

The s, vocal harmonists,
shine in ¥ competitive
groups, best of which is a carbon-
copy take-off of Freddic and the
Dreamers.

A swinging team from Maly, the
Modern Jazz Dancers exemplily
grace, s(yk, and spot-on timing;

Medi

spectacular line in juggling and
acrobatics. Lending ornamentation
and a many points the
Pamela Devis Girls and the Danc-
ing Boys have been well drilled and
all thewr contributions are skilfully
discharged.

FLYING START

AVOTHER humdinger the Charlie
Drake Show (a Maurice Four-
nier production) got off to a flying
start at the Queen’s last Seturday
might Right from the first lift of
the uctor’s baton the merry
set and never falters until
me ﬁml drop of the curtain.

Charlie Drake played his first
major Blackpool date at the Nnnh
Pier Pauhon five y:a.s ago, and he  That is not the end of this success
has ranked resort’s first story. On the upper floor of the
favourites evtr smcm Quite the hotel there’s a_huge ballroom and
most hardworking member of the banqueting hall which until now
company, he spares nothing of has been exclusively reserved for
energy and effort to consolidate his private parties. Manager Heywood
reputation as one the cleverest wants fo bring it into regular use—
knockabout” stars ever to grace a with a supper Jicence and Jlate-night
Blackpool stage. cabaret—in  effect, separate and

All his material is first-class, but distinct. shows . from _the curyent

The X-Calibures — an
up and coming Northern

Beat Group.

This week is rather special at
the famous Mersey pub. Tracey
Lee, the Australian impersonator:
Zaraeda, and Johnny St. George,
share lhc bill.

he carns the biggest hands for a variety on the ground floor.
balloon-bursting epic, and a rib- innovation should make the
tickling take-off of a famous sister Mersey guite unigue among the top
act. pubs in the North.

BE IN GOOD COMPANY !

Among those contributing to our special

Club Supplement
on JULY 9th are

‘THE COUNTRY CLUBS’ .. DEREK ROY
‘A NEW CLUBS CHARTER’ R, W. SWINSON
- Gen. Sec. V.AF.

‘DON'T SHOOT THE PIANIST’
MELVILLE THOMSON
‘THE SOUTH YORKSHIRE SCENE’ ... SLIM FARRELL

‘GETTING ORGAN-ISED’ ............. .. MIKE SLATER
‘THE CONTRACT BREAKERS’ Y

Artists who et down the Con. Secs. JAMES HARTLEY
‘TAX EVASION® ... ALAN CLEGG

‘WHAT MAKES A COMPERE?’ ... HAROLD TAYLOR
PLUS OUR USUAL COUNTRY-WIDE ~
cLus COVERAGE

SEND FOR ADVERTMNT RATES NOW

To: The Advertisement Manager,
| The Stage, 19/21, Tavistock Street, London, W.C.2

Please send me adverti
firm supplying clubs®

isement rates. | am artist/agent/club management/

Name
(CAPITALS)
Address

I “Please indicate which category.
i i — i i, b Ui it it e

45, 6d. 1 ’ nser

r 3 APyt ol S B B e e
BABU HAMMERTOES
Male Dble Act. O.T. VAF, BMHS,
Wonder On The Slack Wire P

Cbu-.#mu" k 27 Selbourne Rd., E.I7. COP ml
54 Weswcroft Close, NW.2. GLA 1209 N WIN-KREE CABARET

vC 30 Min, First-class Floor Show
20 Alloa Rd., Goodmayes. SEV 1503

TERRY WILSON
AGENT — DON
REGENT 3211/12
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Kathy Kirby and Frank Ifield at the ABC
Bhekpool where they are resident in
“Holiday Startime” for the sumer season.
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CLUB CORNER

MOST arfists of my acquain-
tance are more prone fo crifi-

ACCORDIN(: to_London's Ernie
Walton (recently in the North)
his new-lyp: £750 nu.ordmn has

T the organ
in that u wrl! as

THE STAGE

Hot From Scotland: Gordon Irving Reporting

IT MUST BE

THE SHOWS KICK-OFi

SUMMER...

UMMER suns may not be a-glowing, but at least all the

six d—with five

nunmer shows are opening. This week-end sees at least

Rothmy, Girvan, Largs,

clashing with first-nights a¢
Aberdeen, and Leven, and

Arbroath kicking-off on Sunday.

I'm sure the Sunday night
opening might be tiied more.
Noticeably, the shows are

stronger in_acts this season, and
much will depend on whether the
customers come to the resorts
instead of heading up and towards
the Costa Brava an
and-English-tea areas,

id re
Aberdeen, so all's clear for the
Scottish minstrel Andy Stewart 1o

other tourist-"

mlkc cm forget their hibernation

up th
L-r hns Clark and Murray,
John Dunbar and Jot Gordon, ami
Arbroath  has Ki
y Gorcia and ka Carson.
Mcanwhule Edinburgh  King’s
looks set for lhc mcrrv tinkle of
the  box-o! Y hohday-
makers and rcsvdcnu pile in (ad-
vance booking is up by 50 per cent
on_last_ycar) to laugh at Rikki

LEICESTER
SCENE

A Fortnightly
Report by
Arthur Kirby

Fulton and Jack Milroy. and be
entertained by the Hedley Ward
Trio, Fay . Opera  singef

O'Byrne,  singer-dancer
Adams and other bright

*

ANY variety acts keen to join
a package show for Germany?

Then the man to contact is
Scotsman  Billy  Crotchet,  the
musical clown, who is back home
Ilyl Edmburgh from world travel-

ing.
“I'm taking a Scots fe
show over to Germany,” hc tells

Tony
people.

me, “and if you know of any
gonlx.l acts, ask them to drop me
a line.”

SO many clubs—so little talent.
That’s the criticism that is
fast becoming a headache for |y

scope

or various
voices it incorporates for the first
time a shde effect to facilitate

1 have to admit that this unusual
enthusiasm is not directed at Man-
chester establishments but in fact,
Danish ones, respectively the Land-
soldsten in Frederica, and the Hallen
in Aarhus, where the girls are
ring in cabarets,
nmark! A bit off the beaten
track — out of your range? Not at
all. Foreign agenis responsible for
Scandinavian beaokings—and some
Enghsh agents — are due at Man-
chester College Club on July 6 to
offer contracts to suitable acts who
fancy a spell abroad. Parker
Enterprises of Londort in association
with Leslie Lawrence are arranging
for a mammoth audition show (from
two p.m. until midnight) especially
for their benefit.

types of acts will be
welcomed, and for coloured artists

“|who are in short supply in_the

Scandinavian countries, there is a
pressing invitation to come along
and find out if this could be the
opportunity for which they have
long been waiting.

* *

'ONSIDERING that Bruce

Russell has Jived in Manchester
for only a couple of years or so,
his popularity is hev remarkable
— and he do«nl play for United.

No: it's the appeal of his well-
geared tomsils and discriminate
choice of songs allied lo a Blcming
personality, that make this 27-year-
old son rbados a mugh sought
after club enternainer.

It is four now since youn
Russell, imbued with the spirit
adventure,  joined the mcthanl
navy and sailed from the West
Indies. But 12 months as a deck-
hand rapidly dispelled all. the
romantic illusions he had previously
held for Pop-Eye and bell-bottoms,
and helped him decide that . life
aboard the lugger was not for him.
True he made a hit at ship’s con-
certs with the crew by whom he
was _lippe to head
Mlnd!ﬂlﬂ and try his luck in the
clubs.

Fomm: favoors. the brave — and
vood singers too! Sure enough,
Bnm clicked!

ects,
and of coursg IA much more usnly
portable.
Emie is an_accomplished per-
former on this latest electronic
h was present at a an-
chester club when his exciting
renderings of “The Flight of the
Bumble let and “Dizzy Fingers"”
stopped a “Stag” show—and that,
bch:vc me, is no mean feat,
y be wrong but I cannot
ime Mr Walton's new wonder
ine generally superseding the
clec(mmc organ. Accordion and
organ pl gml are different tech-
niques, and the latter has the greater
power so necessary in many clubs.

Bruce Russell

NhWS of Manchester singer Joe
Saxon who was seriously injured
when a wall collapsed and he was
buried up to his neck in the ruins,
is that he is making excellent
progress.

*

EW names are in demand at the

starlight Room in Wigan, a pop-
ular night spot where the audiences
rale as “the best”

* *
ANCHESTER  songster Steve
Martin has changed his name
to Steve Mason to avoid clashes
with ex-Lou Preager recording
vocalist. Steve Martin, now doing
the club rounds.

* * *
'CLOSE your ¢yes and he sounds
more like Sinatra than Sipatra

does” 'tis said of Peter James.
compére - vocalist  at Smnmn s
Wishing Well.

ATRONS of the Kit Kat,
Hunstanton, got quite a sur-
prise last week when a m“"
full-blooded sheik, complete witl

cabar

He was introduced to me as
Sheik Abdul Singh—but imagine
my surprise when he addressed me
in a_br Norfoik acceni. The
fact is, the visitor was none other
than King's Lynn fire-cater Mike
Taylor.

Mike, who_bills himself as lhc
* human flame-thrower ™
claims he can blow a flame 0\("
16 feet long), tells me he thinks

s |he :mly bearded fire-cater
in_ the b

1 wrar the beard for effect,”
he said, “ But it did get me mlo
trouble once. It caught alight.”

A tattooist by trade, 27-year-old
Mike hopes 1o take up full-time
professional status with his fire-
eating show, which includes a little
YC | glass-catiug and _turning  himself
into a human pin-cushion.
should be plenty of scope for him
this snmmer at galas and fetes.

*
MAKING their first appeatrance
in the Peterborough area last
week was that swinging vecal duo

"POSH’ PARS 5, er ]

from Doncaster, the Darrell
Brothers. They shared the bill with
me at the official opening of a new
civic centre at Wiitering, Nr. Peter-
borough.

Peter and Colin (they really are
brothers) served up just the right
sort of music and song for a
very mixed audience. They will
be summer seasoning at Skegness

this year.
* * ;4
ALENT competitions seem 1o

be the trend around Peter-
borough’s ** we lay on music " inns
and taverns just lately. Latest land-
Jord to stage a talent show is
George Rate of The Black Horse,
Baston, with the result that he is
packing "em in every Friday night

The show is ve hl&backed by
resident omnm obinson.
The thirst for live ent

is really on. The juke
tocal sud dlrict drinkbng places
ndon with their ale.
*
GRIMSBY agent Don Carroll tells
me that he has booked French
cabaret artiste Michele, of Corona-
tion Street fame, to do a tour of
the Grimsby clubs. He has also
Inncd up ~ Roy Stevens, the
“ whispering pianist entertainer "
for a tour there.

here in
Leicester. Is it yumﬁed ? Is there
ruly a shortage of bright new

My own view is that there is
undiscovered talent but

many concert secretaries are afraid
to take a chance on unknown

aspiring artists.
glcvm young hopefuls h:
complained to fne lpc!u i

Next year Billy returns to New
Zealand and Australia, where he
recently  completed  his  sec
tour.

Kong,
kok, C:k-lu. .rG:
IIM' -club_work

On Mond.nv June 22, Billy
opens in an ice-show at the Gran-
ville Theatre, Ramsgatc, before

playing the month of September in
Dublin, He gets around,

are a w-sle of time because all
thfly get ;;ddonh: cll us—we’ll
call vyou,” and that's usually th
end of the line. L

‘M. not usually impressed by

juvenile acts, they're either too
precocious or too awkward. Some-
one who is not guilty of either
charge is l4-year-old Susanne
Miller. She recently came second in
the Leicester section of the Butlin
£1,000 talent competition, losing
by only half a point. This dedicated
young lady had a lot of time and
a lot of talent, both of which
should prove an irresistable com-
bination.

Young David Delima is another
young man to watch, he goes on
improving with every performance.
A coloured singer, he has that
rare feeling for a song that scems
to come instinctively to members of
his_race.

David Gibson, a
singer, is only 17
predict for him a very h’L lul\m
Appcmng recently at the Railway-
men's Club in East Park Road, he
showed a range and power usually
associated _with singers of more
maturity. This young man should
never go short of bookings

Ioc.'nlly~horn
old but 1

David Gibson

AYING a brief visit to the
Sunnyside Club at Cleethorpes,

I was delighted 10 meet the sweei-
heart of Northern cabaret, Pam
Peters. She soon had her audience
acting like pigeons in Trafalgar
Square, not only begging for every
crumb but alway< eager for more
Leicester audiences may have to
wail a long time for the delectable
Miss Peters. First comes a three

months tour of Portugal, then a
session of recordings for the
Lucky old

American disc market.
USA.

* *
BFAT groups are still the big
attraction at most »Iubs these

“The Fletchers”

AN amusing  moment  at
rehearsals of the new
summer show, “Meet the
Fletchers”, which opens at
the Grand Theatre, Girvan,
on the Firth of Clyde coast,
this week-end. -

Jimmy Fletcher, the comedian,
is seen (entre) with his wife,
Helen Rae, who helps 10
“Jeed” him. and his male
foil, Jimmy Duncan.

Theyre Beautiful

DELILAH'S
NECKLACES
Light, bright and gay. Gold-
plated, Gilt, Baroque, Faceted
and Round. In assorted rows,
shapes and styles and most
fascinating colour-tones.
15 Different Necklaces £2
Carriage Paid
MONEY REFUNDED IF NOT
DELIGHTED
BOFREDS LTD.,
173 Portobello Rd., LONDON, W.11
Please CROSS your cheque or Postel
Order.

nights. The P
combmalmn, are pmvm that_you
can't keep a g beat down. They
have a young drummer right in the
Dave Clark mould and included
in their programme are numbers by
the Beatles, the Rolling Stones,
Freddie and the Dreamers, and
almost all the big band favourites.
No wondev their date book is
almost N

* * *
FOI!TY years in show business
still ting lots  of

IpiNs 9

Although

baldness

is incurable, ll you have some I-H

ek an entirely new process of
oupee construction will give you a

namral-looldng and vigorous h-d

of hair that defies

UK. rights in d\l: mohnbmy

ADIIAN BROOK

EGNBON. S W I o aer.
Write now for dewils and FREE
consul may well

at an end.
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