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LINES FROM LANCS: By James Hartley

Ll‘lTLE ALBERT—I imagine he
may well vic with Kmn{d Baker
for the title of Smallest Man in
Showland—is enjoying a whale of
a time playing Puss in “Dick Whit-
tington” at Salford. “T've never
been so petted and pampered in all
my life,” he confided. ““At this rate
1 could play cat parts for the rest
of my days.” And it's true. The
entire cast—with the possible excep-
tion of Mike King (King Rat) who
he climinates in a realistic fight to
the death in the Sultan’s Palace
scenc—seems to favour him.

Since he joined up as one of
Burton Lester’s Wonder Midgets 15
iurs ago, the world has been

Ibert’s oyster. Oh, well, he's young
yet—born 1938 in Burniey—there’s

ty of time! Just now he's wait-
ing to hear from Nat Jackley for

whom he will probably be stooging
again in the forthcoming summer Jgoks _for
season.

CLUB CORNER

“Y'’KNOW I've no need o be

doing this any more Mrs.
Woman,” Harry Bailey kidded the
nearest customer at Preston Royale,
and went on to amplify the remark
for all and sundry. “So many new
boys are doing my act for me—in
fact, one who did it recently was
paid off first night!”" -

Albeit, the Limerick lad is con-
sistently engaged 11 months of the
year: they may pinch his patter and
copy his Kilt, t his racy style,
puckish humour, and spot-on tim-
ing must ever remain exclusively his
own. Then, of course, there's that
extraordinary fiddle of his which
all the world like an

* * *
HOWBIZWISE the Blackpool

Tower Lounge (it
from the promenade to Bank Hey
Street) is a sight for sore eyes nowa-

had the bright idea of introducing
it Sunda

nobody’s  business. A
rostrum for the artists has been
built at the prom-end of the 2,000
seater rendezvous, they've switched
the organ, hung some drapes,
added a couple of potted palms for
period pieces, and, Bob’s yer uncle!
—that’s it.'«

There are different artists and a
change of chairman every week, the
only fixtures being Erni

“Oid Time | one

cigar-box (“The standard

violin's too sexy-looking for my lik-

ing”) and sounds like a Strad, and

the shining alo saxophone that

Vsuvdy purrs “Smoke Gets Into
our Eyes.”

no ordinary musician
often wished that one
&y]mn.ﬁi_lhaxhimgothrog?

with-

out

to reminisce over Murphy, his
fabulous countryman. Last Thurs-
day night I timed him—he took 17
minutes to play “Tears” and it was

and | laughs all the way. His full act plus

encores lasted three minutes short
of an hour, and he left the stage
to a clamour of “‘more,” “more,”

Incidentally, the Blarney Bhoy is
1 from joyil a

e

(that wonderfully versatile organist)
and his drummer, Jack Kelly.
Tower spokesman Fred Brown
sounded well satisfied over the way
things are going. “The di
as pleased as they are surprised at

the success of what began as an| don,

experiment and could possibly grow
into a standard out-of-scason attrac-
tion. The public’s response has been
remarkable and, from the artists’
point of view, they're good as gold
—as attentive and appreciative as
any of our theatre audiences,” he

told me.

Bookings are arranged through
Nelson Firth, of Manchester, in
association with Tower entertain-
ments chief, Mr. Crabtree. Last
weekend Chick Robini as chairman
topped the bill, with tenor Walter
Dinoff, popster Julie Michaels,
banjoist Steve Batty: Harry Marsh
rules roost this weekend and he
will be introducing Sonny Farrar,
Jessie Collinwood, and Marie Ford.

* * *

WHILE the wives are away the
hubbies may play—but Jack-
son Earle and Bert Loman are not
exactly enjoying their privileges.
Bert once confessed he couldn’t boil
water—and I don’t know that Jack's
much better qualified in domestic
chores. The situation is—Mrs. Earle

pantomime—at Salford, whi s
too far to travel back home (to
Cheshire) after each show.

How did she persuade Jack to
Jet her take on the job, 1 asked
Peggy. “Oh 1 just fell on my knees
and begged—he can’t say po,” ex-
plained Mrs. Earle. Mavis admitted,
“I'm still stage-struck and Bert
understands—that’s it.” Mavis and
Peg (both reside in Wirral) are
teamed T again next summer
—in the fatest edition of “Melody
Inn” at New Brighton. Which
should prove a bit easier for Bert
and Jack anyway.
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HOT FROM SCOTLAND: by Gordon lrving

COMEDI ANS, producers, sinﬂ:‘rs,

theatfe managers . . . they
came to a Scols couatry church
in the town of Strathaven, Lanark-
shire, last weekend, to y their
last tributes to a good and genuine
friend of variety, Mis G
Lauder, nicce and constant com-

panion on the world tours of the
late, great Sir Harry, who died at
Lauder Ha' mansion after an illness
of 18 months, patiently borne and
cheered by hundreds of messages
from friends in the variety business,
at home and overseas.

Greta lived for show-business and
variety, and kept the memory of her
famous uncle ever-green. To Lauder
Ha' she welcomed all the greats in
show-business, It was an honour
10 be invited to high tea at Lauder
Ha' and to hear the wonderful
stories of a great Scot who took the
world by storm with his simple
melodies.

Variety was probably the most-
favoured of the good causes sup-
ported by Greta, who did sterling
work for artists’ charities, a

ONE of the most successful vocal presentations in recent

months has been The New Faces, yet, apt though their
name is, it's also a litle misleading.

Attractive faces? Yes again, in particu-

lar that of Marie Gordon. Experienced faces?
for it's their experience that has put them head and

shoulders above many a similar act.

were original Scots boys. Their com-
en_winning warm approv.
and cabaret in the North while a big summer season is in

Yes, indeed,

Hi-Fi's while Charles McKay
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in clubs

the offing for them.
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ing a
load for fresh material) in Dublin.
Married daughter Pat

Pat was home, all

summer Harry returns for the second
successive season to North Wales—
this time Butlins, Pwilheli, for
Johnny Riscoe.

Borra—The suave pickpocket

COMEDY-IMFRE?S’ONIST Dave

Thomas, all-Britain congutro'

in the most recent Butlins- mﬂ:
£1,000 talent competition,

been signed up 1o appear in
Jack Fallow's “Jubilation”,

YORKSHIRE RELISH

by James Towler

REMEMBER when 1 first saw

Don Crockett, some three or more
years ago, he impressed me as
someone with a flair for originality
who had the makings of a good
comic. A second viewing the other
week confirmed my earfier opinions.

Although the ~native Middles-
brough is still there, his style and
delivery now have a decided Trans-
Atlantic slant. In addition to an
mventive line of c y he is an
expert impressionist, particularly in
the sphere of vintage T.V. films.
Bogart, Edward G. Robinson and a
gem of a Walier Brennan are all
there. So, too, is a very life like
Malcolm Muggeridge. 2

Unfortunately, the vast hall in
which 1 saw him was far from full,
for Donm is, as a colleague aptly put
it, a ‘full house’ comedian. Even so
I believe _he has undoubted poten-
tial, possibly in television too,

*

I DON'T actually know if easy on

the eye Yvonne Mayol is French
nhhoursh I rather guess she is.
certainly have happy memories of
an evening swl at the Paris revue
theatre that bears her name. How-
ever, be that as it may, 1 have no

~lined revuette now run-
ning at the Lyons new night spot
in the West End. Dave’s début
is all set for January 31.

By the way I hear there’s a strong
possibility that this London show,
which has been pulling capacity
since it opened last October, may
be coming North, Mr. Fallon
has the notion that there are ade-
quate club premises where the
production—in its entirety—might
effectively be staged. ﬁz is so

Nerkiay hax' bogn finalised yos B
othing has been finalised yet but ad'N

LF. is seriously considering offers.

* * *
E clubs boom is very en-
couragis to owners and
managers al throughout the

North-West — but there’s a snag.
isiting acts find it easy

to trace suitable accommodation.
Apparently there are not enough
hotels and boarding-houses pre-
pared to put up with the jrregular
(unavoidably s0) comings and
goings of the artists—at fair prices.
I have previously mentioned a
number of northern addresses where
artists may rely on adequate service
at reasomable cost, and to these
;hould be added: Al August, 9

llowfield M.

Hemel Hempstesd OHH2 56379
Booking Clubs & U.S.A. Bases
and After Dinner Entertainment

PENNY FARTHING
PRO NS
MICKIE HAYES
FIRST-CLASS ARTISTS
155, Broadway, Bebingeon,

Wirral, reshire.
. Mountwood 5369

Road, F L
chester, 14. Phone RUS 9273. Al
(compere-vocalist at Wigan g,
Clubs) confided, “Too many artists
are paying too high a proportion of
their fees out in digs and taxis—so
the wife and 1 agreed to take a
hand.” Mrs. Al is Joan Peters, a
popular  Manchester-based  song-
stress. The Augusts’ place has been
strongly recommended to me by
several artists who have stayed
there—and not_only on account of
low charges. “It’s like home,” one
artist told me.
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Mayol as one of the best ‘exotics’
seen in Leeds for some time.

*
MMER and "Richara "Stone are
synonymous, and it was a very
bronzed and fit looking Richard
who was in Leeds the other week
ludiliomnss‘mms for over a dozen
mmer Shows.

Although his cast lists are not yet
complete I can tell you that he has
icked a real winner m placing both
Hil currently
Grand Panto.,
orman on.
A guarantee that the ‘House Full’
boards will be in regular use at the

Grand Pavilion this year.

CMIRVOYAN are not my
cup of tea as a rule. Yet I give
top marks to Za Raeda who makes
ths science (?) not only interesting,
but also gives it first class enter-
tainment value as well. A fine show-
man by any standards, he is well
backed by Johmmy St. George, as
useful a singer m*hnvc on any bill.
*

DONCA.STER to Monk Bretton in
less than half an hour isn’t bad
on ice clad roads. Unfortunately it
wasn't good enough, and 1 missed a
second viewing of The Chants by
a couple of minutes,

However the rave reports from the
still packed Concert Lounge,
warmly backed by Social Secretary
Bob are probably of greater
value than my own views. The boys
put on a E“( show.,

And, while the, name Birkett is
fresh-in my mind, let me tell you
of another of that genial fraternity
by the name of . He stood in
as one of Borra’s volunteers and
although he managed to keep his
trousers and wallet he came away
minus his tiec and full of praise for
the master trickster.

KENT
(995

JIMMY HODGE JNR

T looks as though I might have
mething moving in my area in
the “shop window™ sphere; some-
thing like this has been required,
indeed, in demand, by both clubs
and artists—for a long time.
You'll recall that 1 was to visit
the Beckett , at Gillingham,

never failed to encourage a strug-

gling young performer, or to pop
round and wish goo«f_luck_ to a

after an opening-night.
Lauder Ha' houses many of the
treasured souvenirs brought back
from world travels by Sir Harry.
1 hope, sincerely, they will be pre-
served for the nation, that
people, in the years to come, will

be able to t precious
momentoes that tell the story of a
great  music-hall  comedian

singer whose songs still echo round
the world.

*

CLF.M ANE, of the %ﬂ! and

Dane comedy-and-music - duo
(recently in panto in Belfasy), tells
me he has agreed amicably to go
out on his own, and will now try
solo comedy as “The Great Dane”.
Already, he's tried himself out suc-
cessfully in clubs, and he's hufinz
for a summer season. Clem is a
former house-painter, aged 27, from
Belfast, with much experience in
working men’s clubs.

Pianiste Anne Cowie, who accom-
panies so many acts, tells me a
good new date is Lockerbie House
Hotel, in Dumfries, where Cavan
©O'Connor, the strolling vagabond,

Ester Hart and Trene I and
girls, were the attraction last
week-end, This is fast becoming

a popular date for cabaret acts.

I hear leading English acts are set

for the future.

(GORDON IRVING is at Lochend,
Bardowie Loch, by Milngavie,
via Glasgow. Tel.: Balmore 293).

GREETINGS

I FROM GLASGOW

By The 3 Monarchs

w "RE enjoyimg our season here
at the Alhambra in ‘Goldilocks
and the Three Bears’ with that great
Scottish comedian Andy Stewart.
Do you know, it's the first time
we've been in Glasgow for ten
years when we were here in variety
with Dickie Valentine.

/e had heard a great deal about
the standard of Howard nd Wynd-
ham tomimes and now we've
seen for ourselves the care and
craftsmanship which go into their
productions. What a pity that there
aren’t more H & W shows all over
the

country/

‘While we're in Scotland we hope
(o increase our collection of mem-
entoes ing to famous people,
We already have a pair of Sir Alec
Douglas-Home’s glasses, now we're
waiting for a fly-switch from Jomo
Kenyatta and a diet charl from the
President of the USA. We would
ike to get something which be-
onged to Sir Harry Lauder and
we're_hoping to talk to Andy Ste-
wart into giving us one of his Kilts!

As you obably know, Les now
has his t's certificate and has
joined the ranks of such comedians
as Stan Stennett, Jimmy Edwards,
Hughie Dick Emery and
Jimmy Logan. Actually, some weeks
ago, s got lost in the air over
Sheffield, but made a perfect land.
ing in a field near Chesterficld.

hile Les does his flying, Eric
is content to stick to golf for re-
Jaxation. Eric has a fine course near
his home in Bushey, ngl[ordsh;m
where his house is built on la
owned by the late A. E. Matthews
and is known as the Four Tubs
Estate.

Recorded by
Kenny Cantor

ias week? Wel, s 1 did aod mef g
‘aller who has a ci with a aderful out in
thriving membership but little in ;M Sy
the way of live entertainment. alwi
“We have the ‘canned’ (Juke box) | the
variety,” Jim admitied, “but it gets | all
a bit . . . well, you know . . ."" trunks |
1 know! what they call winter m;: htlt‘!.
Anyway, the upshot of our natter 1 ml" January 14 with a
has led to preparations for staging | oneg

‘shop window’ ws at the club.
Other club con. secs. will be invited
along so that artists attending can
be sure of not only a lnﬁ,md

reciative audience but also the
chance of bookings ‘on the spot’ for
other local clubs.

First, however, at my request,
certain’ work will help enhance an
act 1o be put in hand at the club
and | will give details as soon as
possible about opening dates.

* * *
UNDAY night saw new
S md-coml;; Kent avoml u“!:
The ing their first

Lamplighters
rance at the Veteran's
mr—. We shall sce more
these lads, I'm sure.
* * *
l‘M still getting complaints from
a number of artists concerning
the fact that a number of Kent
clubs still don't have the courtesy
to answer letters or return pictures.
Fire-cating comic Jerry Richards
has the same complaint although he
admits that those Kent ch:ps he has
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have been great.

Keep knocking at the door, Jerry
lad—or better still, use your flame-
thrower! Hope you have a happy
time as enfertainments manager at
The Jersey Holiday Camp this sum-
mer. Also hope your visit to the
Aylesham WMC last Sunday went
well.

* * *
LAUGHTERMAKER Ken Plested
was at Greenways Hotel, Mal-
ling, with Horace Mashford’s Ol
Time Music Hall. Greenways is fast
ing a live spot in Kent and

*
RICKY RICH, resident entcrhigﬂ
at s il
his own ‘Guest

Club  presents
Night' every Sunday . . . Reg &
John Hammond to stage a talen

t
contest at the Lycenm, Bradford
during February 13 week. Guest
artists will include Allun Davies,
Margaret McMillen and  Lou
Grant, Peter Dulay will be at the
finals on the 21st ...
report on singer Lynn Marlow.
. . . Doncaster's M.P. Harold
Davies and Race Horse owner-

licencee Albert Davies leading a

Society, . . . Owen Hammond of
the Martell Variety Agency book-
groups and acts into the Con-

tinent via Mickey Hayes
Heinz 0. Schoieder Agency in
Germany. . . . Currently at Buck-
anding per-

stone that oulst:
former Mike Preston.

Ken is full of enthusiasm, for the
place and the audience.
“1 was amazed b;
tended concert hall, stage
dressing rooms,” he writes.
Ken is booked this summer with
Bunny Baron for the ‘‘Those were
the Days"™ touring show, which
takes in Clacton, Weston-super-
Mare, Folkestone, cic., the gang in

the new ex-
and

this outfit expect (o travel 1,000
miles a week for 16 weeks!
Happy motoring!
* * *
HE Coniston Hotel was the

venue last week for cabaret by
Billie Bumns, Bob Wade, Betty
Shilling, Chris Smith and Kay
Royston.
And that's all from 58 High
Street, Chatham, Kent. Adios!

3.

build in sight. We did the
Mhn‘n the backs of two large
lorries and the boys really en-
joyed it. a reception they
gave us!

us!

We had to be out before dark,
however, as the shelling usually
starts then so we were away by

the time the shrapnel got patter-

ing.
W:‘hd an armed guard with
whercver we went, and when we

armed  escorts in and
behind, and with us as well.

MOMENTS

Kenny Cantor
glad to be home, of course,

weather-wise, sorry to leave

SEVERAL, APPROX.
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