THE STAGE

lT is no secret that Max Bygraves
is one of the most po ular lrusts
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BY
PETER

nent place in the act is reserved for
their latest recording, a Lennon and

ever presented at the f the McCartney wmposnmn called
Town, and he can be rclled upon to “Run For Your Life"

ﬁll hl_?'nduns llrzcs{“ u&arg( room * * *

with the same ease that rings 1o

theatres. Seeing him once again in JOHN AND PAUL provide the
action at the Talk reminds us how J connection with nmlher folk
very few artists this country pos- unit currently eyein, cabaret
sesses who are entertainers in the scene, in which they sl uld do well.

fullest and truest sense of the word.

His latest act is a case of some-
thing old, something new, some-
thing borrowed and a little bit that
is blue — certainly bluer than we
usually get at this family niterie.
But here again the Bygraves charm
ensures that nobody takes offence,

apart from which some of his ga
are the brightest and funniest hurd
in a long while.

He has a gloriously hammy open-
ing number, a_hoke striptease act

and a slnng of old favourites, in- Fru,
dam”

cludmg “Tulips from Amster

- “Hands”., Plus a version of
"Heilu [)olly" which is milked for
all it is worth, |.c|s three rerrnscs
and could prol buﬂ ozen
more—*1 was in when they
told me you were still applauding”.

At the piano he has his old stal-
wart Bob Dixon and a young lad
named Jim joins him m one of his
best numbers, * eart”. A
particularly nice lhoughl on prem
night from Max was a tribute in
words and music to one of our
collun;um Ross Shepherd of “The
People™, retiring this week after 40
years devoted reporting of London’s
entertainment scene.

* *
TH[ Rl are at least signs that
many folk groups are cvolvmg
towards entertainment, and in the
forefront of this movement are the
Harbour Lites, at present at Quag-
lino's and the Allegro.

This is a vastly improved trio,
although their billing of +‘New
Zealand’s leading folk group” is a
little misleading on two counts.
First because it now consists of two
New Zealanders and an Australian,
Sydney-born Graeme McClaren, a
former Black and White Minstrel.
Graeme joined the two S,
Ross and Mercer, a few weeks ago
when a previous colleague left.

Secondly, most of their numbers
are folk-influenced rather than the
enuine article, even though their

aori  war nts are authentic
enough, especially if one is sitting
within grimacing range. A promi-

This is the Frugal Sound, recorders
of “Norwegian Wood™ and recently
back from the Belgian Folk and
Blues Festival at Antwerp. X
This trio of two_boys and a girl
is one of the most impressive 1 have

S hmrdmi)lnly because of their pro-

fessior outlook, partly because
they kick up a heck of a beat. In
addition, the girl member, Rosalind
Rankin, has both looks and a fine
voice.

Guitarist Brian Stein has a Enrt'l-
cularly interesfing bug‘(,roun
that he not only has previous ex-

rience with a group called the
Eve Teens in his native South
Africa, but has spent 18 months as
a atrooper in the Israeli Army.

&u Isancs” folk sessions at
the rquee, where 1 saw the

pul Sound, are unearthing SOme pg,
distinctive talent. ~ Nearly as satis-

Penny Nichols. Great Night Spot

favourite.
fying musically the Frugal
Sound, but ir  poli
presentation, are the New Har-
vesters, a trio of youngsters from
Rochampton, with a fine eclectic
repertoire which enwmpaues blue-
grass  numbers, shanties,
Scottish and J:wi\h \onp and a
few socio-political songs such as
Paul Simon’s stranglely haunting
“A Mm( Peculiar Man™.
* *
PROUD possc\wr of a3 am,
Ticence, Simon (his full
name is (mek ll\d unpronounce-
able) is the West End's latest
entrant to the late-night entertain-
ment scene at_his plc:sanl Sphinx
Club in Beak Stree

as
lacking ¢

&am great songs
ished mxm rnmlnt e

An old-established club which has
hitherto catered very much for the
professional man, meaning char-

tered accountants and the like, the | Ppyq,

Sphinx’s previous show business
connection has been spasmodic, a
beat group here, a jazz trio there,
here and there a belly dancer or
1wo. Now, however, Sp.m meets
the Middle East in Soho via a fiery
ensemble known as the Quartetto
Morouno Espanol, who burst into
action two or three times per
evening with exhausting sessions of

flamenco.

""‘3} discovered  that  his
chartered accountants are usually
ready for bed by 12, Mr. Simon
thinks that his club might offer a

happy haven to show peop!c mcr
mldmuhl, sentiments with which

for he offers cating lnd
dm\km. for a und or so, and
dancing to the raohs.

* * *
SHOTS FROM PUBLAND.

our-
Wmd back in town

om
ale bar, Benn:
ore ﬂiu off for
auln-

lora!pdl

Bobby
llun and Josephine Stahl, great
singers both and not unkmown in
the West End, now swinging away
four nights » week at the Red Lion,
Wi Road, with

A place to

Merseyside Movements

AFTFR being Kicked around a
bit—literally! — Jedd Winters
has repaired his broken ankle and
resumed work on the club and cab-
aret circuit. Jedd has recently linked

up with well- known Mcr&yude
wnu-wmcr. Tommy icCoy, and
recorded, “Darling, Inll we meet"”

on Cavern records.
* * *

ONE of Merseyside’s top comics,

Dod Lann, has had to tumn
down for domestic reasons a Chan-
nel Islands and continental summer
tour this summer. Stll, it's good
news for the clubs, where this pop-
ular a successful artist is always
in demand.

* * *
ANOTHER change of name, from
Mack to Kaye. Joe McG:
male part of the one-time Crestas
, who became a soloist on the

impending addition to the family,
started ofl as Joey but is now
billed as Joey Kaye. Joc has de-

veloped a good refrcshmzly funny
solo act and is enjoying descrved
success. Still, club audiences miss
the lovely Kathleen.
* *
BACK wnh the girls, Marie Rose
|s doing well under Billy Scott-
((gl'ﬂ ma it with
week—lon stints at_the Plantation,
Chester, Blackpool Casino and other
Diama Dee,

lovely slim soprano
Dee, apart from clul un
cabaret bookings round the no
west, was featured with oomedy~
vocnhsl Jimmy Markey in a charity
show at the new Dunlﬂp club, Wll-
ton.

* * *

FOLLOW!NG Kirkby British Le-

gion Club’s annual -night
last month the girls of the club are
going to town this month with a
night of their own, even doing
their own booking. Rumour has it
lhll uus will include a ‘male strip-

A

* *
NEW £25,000 prefabricated club
building is being opened by

el- Kirkby lecrll Association in the

summer. It will include a games
room, concert hall and lounp, will
be open every night and will in-
clude once-weekly variety,
* *

OCALIST-entertainer Mabel

Thompson went the proverbial
bomb at the local football team’s
presentation dance at Aintree Con-
servative Club recently. Also provid-
ing cabaret xpois were the Moon-
glows

* *
AUDITIONS are becoming the
order of the day for many
clubs lately and latest to

be reported are the Sunday shows
l.):) Birkenhead Docker'’s Club, Bess-

are held every Wed-

where he has
fw&epstluye-s. At the

same time they gave him an exten-
sion ntract A

of co

ncsdny with the annual Butlin
Talent trail in the offing.

RICHARD SWIFT

THE STAGE and

| FROM THE
BY SYD

HEN a club has been enter-
tainment starved for over
two years, it is perhaps only to
be. expected that it will take time
fo get the members concert minded
again, after a prolonged Bmgn
Only” policy, So I must give a
blg houquﬂ to that “Breezy Brum-
mie" Gcorgc Raymonde_ for the
way he “slayed ‘em” at Edgewick
Trades )hll Club L-m week. George
is well known for hus pantomime
dame parts, and Time™
mmuiy spots, and more recently
“Crossroads™ the Midland pro-
duoed ATV. seral.

* * *

HE new concert hall at Coombe
Social Club, Binley, Coventry
was officially opened on Easter
Smurd.n The concert hall is the
n the City to be built on
wnh undercroft car park-

P

“mhs"

in
ﬁ'hc o] nmu of this club now
brings of clubs up to
“luxury d-ss" in Coventry up to
a great achievement for a great

City.
* * *

N a_recent article I mentioned

secing a  very Scottish
artist, who for some reason or
other would not give me his name.
The mystery i1s now cleared—he is
Justin ‘Gregor, who until a few
months ago was a constable on the
Nuneaton Police Force, Atttired in
full Highland Dress he has a nice
line in Scottish songs and humour
should find his way into the
majority of Midland Clubs, and

eventually  further aﬁeld—»“Llng
may your lum reek” Justin.
* * *

OBVIOUSLY, 1 cannot reply to
all the letters I receive through
the post, but to those artists who
have written me regarding the
clubs that might co- operate in
working a weekend circuit; I sug-
Lythalls Lane

Foleshill  Social Foleanil
Road, and The Housing Social
Club, rear of Foleshill Fire Station,

Foleshill Road. Also in close
proximity are Bell Green W.M.
Club, Roscbery Avenue; Edgewick

Trades Hall Club. Cross Road, The
Unicorn Club, Holbrook Lane. and
Hen Lane Social Club, Beacon
Road, all in Coventry, and within
a five minutes car journey from
each other, I trust that this infor-
mation will satisfy many of my
correspondents.

* * *

LTHOUGH surrounded by deb-
ris and scaffolding, “The Elite
Club™ is carrying on the good

work with full week cabaret. Last
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week “The Highlights”, a young
instrumental  and  singing  team
added fresh laurels to their list of
successes, and currently members
are enjoying the performances of the
sensational  Ukranian _ Cossacks.
With the music of The Dennis
Kelly Trio and performing com-
ﬁrc\ Peter Cunningham and Danny
arlin, a happy cvening is always
assure
All ilemr of Midland interest are
welcomed at 39 Lythalls Lane,
Coveniry.  Phone:  Coventry
88038.

Julie Roger\—q great Midlands
favourite. , move:
well and :ingx like a lark.

MAX NESBITT

AX NESBITT, the music hall
comedian and song writer, has
died in London aged 63.

With his brother Harry, he topped
the hills all over Britain, the con-
tinent and America.

Max and H-ry Neshitt came to
London South Africa 30

ye.:znl vaknown and

UK, debut at the

old?ngoninﬂnMﬂeEﬂ
v were such a

were bill-toppers at

at the other end of
town.

Max Iuvex a widow and two
daughters.
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