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ONSTANT = readers of my
monthly “Promptings” are well
aware that I have my favourites

ellezory It gives me pleasure to bc
first with the news that the London
Press Club has honoured him by

making him a life member.
Since 1948 Denms Castle hls
the most regular

WOORS

STAGE
PROMPTINGS

another who keeps on walking
through the Connaught portals is
Max Miller who became a buddy

. | of mine over lhu ty years ago when,

m Hippodrome
lldl:d and abetted
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YORKSHIRE RELISH

by James Towler

'ROM the now traditional “‘Can
yon hur me at the back? — 1
r you" to a more robust
“l‘ll come and belt the bloody lot
of you” (and from a lady,
too!), one would assume that au-
glemxs are not what they used 10
e
While T agree that phrases like
these are often used more i jest
than in anger, their inclusion m
any act only tend to show up
ll:llsl in an even worse light lhln

“The Ch:cky Chnpplc to accept
the a mn plufgcr
in (he ﬁlm of J. B. lgnm
“Good i ud

Press (.lub enu:rlmnmcnu, he lms

been the link man of nearly one
hundred shows.
Always the professional per-

former presenting performers for
the Press Club’s guests’ including
having to announce such celebrities

as Pnnu: Philip, rold Mac-
millan, Harold Wllson. Douglas
Bader, Compton

bod
ebull wh.
Onee in_introducing Earl Mount-
batten, Dennis, uite pmperly
commenced a recital of th ial
royal personage’s many deconuom,
when His Lordship's gentle voice
with the a vnce, “Just

etcetera, Mr. Castle™,
told_Dennis when invited by
Frank Crawshaw lo rform for
his Lyric Lod, ‘ﬁol lost in these
seemingly en Connaught cor-
ridors and ﬁ" a ull:)fon 'How to

mea Lhe R
»&""’

to_a dinner plhtrod m pay

-Swaffer.

ndia, he' ﬂlﬂed—yen STARTED—
with H. M. Tennent as an actor.

CCASION", a glossy magazine,

features an article by Dennis
Castle of interest to “The Profes-
sion” in ﬁr.ncnl and to the Concert
Artistes ation in particular,
“Along the Connaught corridors™ |B.
is a collection of stories obviously
necessitating  diligent research by
the author and resulting m a
fascinating parade of those
have — and mdeed still do — enm'-
tain in London's famous ght

-3
]

ooms.
It presents Clarkson Rose. who,
following a successful panlomnme

lovely Edwl ian theatre in yet an
other r “Pal of Vlnenel
shows. "Chr ie” provides
of “Just Keep on Wal oo& a
ve!
a
lous
now
lccepled as a comic who also does
unng, Harold Taylor, also an
nhcd eom lnd an annual
:umxk Da: L} N who tu -
vid u s up
Teeveestar, with or without
u'u:ks. lnd“hkober( Harben, a

mclndel
fabul

1 get into Castle’s Connaught cor-
ridors by grace and favour of
Miriam Warner Dolly
E'dm when I was included for

Compere Castle

1 joyed the piece about
Leonnrd Henry almost as much as
hearing his chirpy children'’s voices
in a recent BBC Midland regjonal
broadcast. And by no means least,
even through nearer my size than
the others you meet, Arlhur Askey | o
- he admits to having served his
comic's npprmucum&lppe-nng in
Connaugh asonic func-
tions.

Dennis Castle, Arthur Lane and

myself, as “brother swueu of
Arthur Askey are overjoyed that he

Percy | has repeated his London Palladium

pantomime  trium in
this year's reconﬂ:rukmg Ylhba
in lhe Wood bledon
Theatre. The run cnd- nexl Satur-
day. Roy Castle (no relation to
Dcnms) ukel over from Eric S ku

"fha Wolf” at the Sh:
in bury ue ln uidmon 10 bem;
a member of e AAA. (Ask

ey
s

tl y con-
tempt for an audience that war-
rants this type of retort is only
matched by my distaste for the
artist who indulges in jt.

1 still think the most effective
way of combating the rowdy ele-
ment is to ignore them. Bash on
with the act. Its usually the most
reliable way of restoring order
without losing your own self res-

* * *
THE Travelling Man — thats me,

Gomg “North to Glasgow and
who should I bump into at the
Leeds and Bradford Airport but

Scala chief Harold Farrow and
Racehorse Owner/Licencee Extra-
ordinary Davies. They were
off on @ jaunt to Dublin in search
of fresh talent — well, that's that
they said! Shall we be seeing the
‘Guinness Girls’ in Doncaster soon?

Going South to Kings Cross on
the “White Rose” 1 a very
welcome travelling companion in
ace comic J. , en-route to

the Middle East on a CS.E. tour.
By the time we had reached Town

e had more or less sorted out the
xlls of Show Business, a task made

all the more pleasurable over coffce
with one of Jack’s ‘King Edwards’.
* * *

THE Travelling Man, again! (and
l believe 1 must give Malcolm

credit for the m.le? This
time by road on a typical dmy
winter's evening — you've mel e.m
screen washers gonz all the
Destination — ncaster. Fim n
mick look in at the Scala to catch

handed vocal-instrumental _presen-
tation in lhe standard triangul

Arthur's co-star at Wn'nbledon
1 have not the space to continue
walking th the Conmupn
corridors  but must mention
"Flolslm and Jaslm"—d 1 don't
th cn 1 lose an opportunity to praise
Hilliam (Flotsam) and cause
hnm to a verse with drawing | not
asking Dennis why 1 have forsaken
them both in my “Plugs for Pals”
ls:u this monthly testimonial to my-

AFTERTHOUGHT

IN case any prompter is puzzied
by the mention of the name
Arthur Lane as one who_appre-
ul(es Askeys Wimbledon Theatre
- |all England pantomime champion-
ship, pe the name of Audrey
Lupton will give you a clue.

eg“ )mnly rect the destinies

SUNDERLAND

TWO Sund:yi ago along with
Arthur and Harry H.
Corbett, 1 pd'fonned a_sketch at
the Sunderland Empire Theatre in
aid of the Doxford Disaster Fund.
The way it worked out was that
“Mr. An(ch" and “Mr. Wee" were
already mentioned

decl'aumn of the late David

to the corridors we
arner who u not just
k Green” but an
lccomplnhed practitioner in
every branc! || of the
world of m(ennnmenl' ND Leslie
Sarony is here at the hetdx! of the
“Two Leslies” fame.
His nnmnncemull in this paper
:h- uple of weeks ago indicated
t his terrific talent and versatility

Raumm
meet Jack
“Dixon

regret

his sto ? of

hndka er, Sidney Jerome, as tol
Arthor’ by our much mi

n\lsu:mns widow Kathleen. AND

Scenic, club and residential,
designed and executed by
PURBIS LTD,,

B.R. Clarence Rd., London, E.12
Brochure and professional interest
invited

Miss Kitty Gillow

The one and only Personality ‘Male’
Enquiries invited for Summer Season
This week: T.R., 5¢t. Helens

P.A. T1A Liverpool Rd., Formby,
near Liverpool.  Phone: FOR 4564

EFFECTS

DRUMS AND MUSICAL
PROPERTIES FOR HIRE
-4 Effects ﬂm Dn:riplhl

DRUMMERS® EQUIPMENT EXPER
Archer St. Works, W.1, Ger 8911
St e 0

L. W. HUNT DRUM Co.

tell p-d:ed to the doom

r the
Arthur Llnc of “nghu at the
Tivoli” presentations. Our thanks
to Reginald Birks and Councillor
Lm‘l‘l;"p’? for ;‘l\ar hospitality and
to Tyne Tees television persol

rick Griffiths for his help.

LEFT

AM feeling quite well; even so
1 have left undone those things.
e sud\ as an
ven by
ght R.CS.,
at the Jack Train memorial service
with- extra bow music for King Rat
Terry Cantor and Preceptor Arthur
St. Paul’s Covent Garden was

Some who were present reminded
me of Jack's gag "l set at least
twenty offers a week to do_shows
—for nothing™, somellung hke the
late. Will Rogers’ saying
don’t start uvm& you dinners until
you do "t em .

1

to enthusiastic Water
Rat Joe Brown of the jewels and
resented by the

Pictorial History of the Art
Female Im ation”  compil
and edited by Chris Shaw And
Arthur Oates with an introduction
by Ray Mackender, founder of The
British Music i Association, is
well produg and quite compre-
hensive, even thou it has no
ictures of Julian Eltinge, Kemsley

James A, Watt,
even = Wee
Gao“Te Wood as The Gibson Girl,

Reeve! . . .
in  Hughie
ntomime with Vic Hallum

riar Tuck repeating his last year's
unique performance at the Lyri
Hammersmith ~ where  he ha

entrances apparently to
“count the house™. .

All this and much more left un-
done but on the first Thursday in
March I hope to do the thin
ought to do suchhu

speech  to
audiences wouldn't say *‘This isn't &
theatre, it's Hyde Park

tinually changin,
;’l year ago it was the ‘Mad Profcuor

lar
In the chair, the alnys
genial ‘Vice', Harrison.
Across the town and over to
GJ Lane where Bob & s
were the attraction. Two good
looking youngsters with a popular
vocal-instrumental _spot  which, if
not particularly original in !omul,
manages to hit the right note so far
as club audiences are concerned.

Back into_the lolvm where at_the

ea Club almost
blank. act 1 had gone to see
had failed to appear. However, 1

was more than compensated by a
wpcrlllwe session on organ from
Jr Billy Maw — a key-

tver thure wu one.

l'm:-_vl ;’ﬁm . : pecal h f
nning his s show for
Harry Brown * Su Scouts at Brid-
lington. A pa etting into
full swi so,nlsl had a ot
of groi 10 cover, I made a quick
get-away, back to the Scala again.
I'm glad 1 did for The North
Stars show group are well worth
seeing. Yet another first class vocal-
instrumental offering with a very
rendering of “Strawberry
‘air” and an impression of Sonny
& Cher which simply must be bet-

ter than the originall

Westward bound, now, in the

direction_of
in time for the

wered vocal offe
ity w& Boys at the Ban Busi-

ness seems to be building up nicely
here and it’s a very plusnm room

in which to enjoy a drink with
someone i Brooke who is
to be host, com| and dir-
ector of Ji 's new Bat-
ley Variety Club.

With hour well past mid-

SEEN IN
SUNDERLAND

By BILL REEVE

FULL scale variety bills of
four, five and even six acts
including a professional com-
pere with a cover charge at the
door are becoming more and
more evident each week in the
area, and domg great business.

*
MOST recent ot these shows

Benton and istr
Club in Newcastle, a c)ub that
holds these “Spectaculars” as
call them, about once a
month. An absolutely acked

house enjoyed what
sider a very well balanced b||l
The artists’ were The Starlites,
three young boys and one
guitar, whose vocal harmony is
excellent, Roger Sqnhs, the
comedy-mnu:un. Ked-
delloes, a very uuod balancm;
and slmng mml-n iality,
nlm;F a girl with a great
voxce and the whole ﬂluw was
very ably compered and knit

together by G

* *
MENTIONED some time
ago that clubs north of the

Tyne (with a few notable
exceptions) were still lagging
behind the _times in the respeet
of professional entertainment.
'm pleased to report that this
seems to_be changing rapidly
and an increasing number of
clubs in that area are now pre-

senting urofemmul shows.
in particular that
1 have vmled recently, right
g\en :‘1‘ the wilds r&l Nor(hum-

rla near ometh]
Widdrington Station  W.M.C.
concert -ecrenry. George
Foour. |s a lt*f etter and
lent fare

x:h be serves up to his cus-
lomers The club es. shovm
every Saturday and Sunday
evening and a “big show™ at
once every two weeks on

comml l“l‘ldwl\&
include such notable artists as
my Max

W Jimmy
l?o.wn' and the Francis Langford
* *
A YOUNG North-East
comedian have = seen

twice in the lm week, and
whom | rate as the hnlgnu(

&mspwl in a
alter Irom mmm
City. Here 1 fu
who hu played all (M ding
venues in the area,
|m:luflm*e La Dolce Vita in
and Club Latino in
Sh lda. yet he is still
work a job during the
day mterumm punxme
1 spent at lu&nln r{ ng
to encourage Walter xom ul
d broaden his

lmld

A FULL house at lhe Metro-
politian  Entertainers’ Associ
tions ﬂm Cavalcade of Artists fnr
1967 m.{oyod an evening of

The cabaret was over at the varied entertainment.
Kon Tiki but, never mind, I had Jom Bradly opened the show
seen and en; voell corn, | playing a medley of songs which
humour and ﬁnese of Clinton Ford | soon had the luZmee singing.
the night before. What | needed | She was followed by Scots
now was coffee; hol sweet, black | soprano Jean Morton v sang
offee. And 1 got it, too. Three chnrmmgx old and n
alpﬂ Thns 1 call service al- lan Hill dch;hted the

* * *

WILLIE HARRIS is al-

ways worth a line or two if
only for the fact that he is con-
his material. A

that caught my attention. Today it’s
a classic ‘Burlington Bertie’, lhal

listeners with his harmonica num-

bers and it was (he mm of

attractive _cabaret  si

Almond, with a selection of up—to—
te numbers,

The first_half of the show closed
vnth nn aria “Madam Butter-
g’ b; ela Martin who
then showcd versuuhxy by enter-
taining with songs at the piano.

After interval a_young boy
and glr] guitar and singing msemble

the with their

but one of several

movm value for money act vhlch

also  noteworthy  for its
srong musical backing by three
musicians led by drummer Jeff
Lawrence.

* * *
POSTSCRIPT
MANY o.l‘ you will have noticed

v

A tor lent une
forced them to quit the 3
It wasn't until T met some mutual

Thg evening closed with a most
amusing act by comedienne-enter-
tainer Kate Curzon, certainly one
of the best comedy . aas seen at the
M.E.A. for some tim
‘Throughout Josie Bradly was lhe
excellent and Eilee:
over at n
moment’s notice was com !

TATE'S GALLERY

By Peter Tate

DEANO WILSON (Deano to the
profession) has finalised
arrangements for a tour of USAF
bases in Germany next month.

Deano received the word from
her father, Mr. Lionel Wilson, at
the Regal Cinema, Edmonton, N.
London, where sh: is appearing in
the pnnlomune Babes in_ the
Wood,” with Hughie Green, |a
Monica Rose and Bobby Bennett.

The 14-year-old who left school
12 monl.lu ago lo concentrate on
show business—with a governess 1o
prowde ha with lhc three R’s—has

gflmle led (and often) as a second | ™AL
irley Bassey.
* * » dcl. ht
HE I Fi the

KENT
(0BS

y
Jimmy Hodge Jnr

'ROM time to time in this column
Ihven:inndlolben«l[or
window™

reall; in
Kent; pn{enbly at a large and
well-a)

The ( lh.ll this has never been

achieved-has been, in the main, due
to lack of know-how on the part of
clubs.

d s0 you can imagine my
last week when Norman

girl ventriloquist, Del Santos,
a “dance and fire” act, an
Renaldo, comedy trampolimst, have
been booked through “Pop Parker
into the 7777 Club, Llangynwyd
the next few weeks.

* *
FURTHER to that shuttle cabaret

xwo weeks ago. Cas
Tnlbo( and Cardiffl_have now
uarled a similar noclumnl cxchunﬁe
week, singer _ Jackie
Ramu: was plln Cardiff at 11
nnd Port Talbot at 12.30 a.m.
whﬂe comedian Jeffrey Lenner and
singer Jan Panter were playing Port
Talbot at 11 p.m, and Cardiff at
1 a.m,

ollhclh&:kc at
el lub,

me
him_to discuss _the posslbnrms of
staging “shog windows™ in this very
excellent clul
upshot of our chat was that
Norman will present Kent’s first big
“Shop Window™ on March 5 with a
7 p.m. band call and a 8 p.m. start.
Artists from Kent,
mdSuuex who would like o take
part in this and future events at the
club are invited to dro,
line giving details of
he will provide them ml.h full
de(nlls
secretaries from other
.ood dusl clubs wﬂ] be in_attend-
Audlmce—-
and 1 shull bc m that audi
The Blue Circle Club has
second-to-none; full scale
and nmphﬁa;llon and an excellan

cdmei

* *
STRAIGHT personalities of
local television will be dusphymg
their abilities as entertainers when

they provi 1l

Western Mail & Echo Television
and Radio wlrds 1 ta-
tion at the City Hall, Cardiff, on
February 15.

Y
-master) and singer Linda
?uu ’IJIW m“lnnmmw).

ALSO nvolved are Dick Emery,

who is playing Mother Goose
the New tre, Cardiff, and

(‘Aml lnd Jennifer Coutts.

* *
RAY and Jackic Penn were the
musical additions to the menu
at the Prince of Wales Club, Car-
diff, this week.
* * *

RHON'DDA now has its first night

Ius provided a_ blckbone to South
Wales club act in the estab-

lishments set up durm; the Depres-

sion on various pretexts but

as a way round the Sunday

laws, now has a lush, legit nitery.
It is called the Chalmond Club

most]

more of

* * *
ND between Cl at Car-
diff _and _ Pilning, _Bristol, | box,
Maxine Day, Ccromque, Zara .
Johnny St. George, Frances ani
Bobby Day were all the | meeting some
nmmnc

he cabaret at the (heLeasChﬂ

club—official. The valley which | the

and is situated on T
Porth. It is m»sﬂ heur r&

for the post-

addressing _your _ letters  to
Norman Jarvis, Biue Circle Club,

Northfieet, Kent. I look forward to
you on March 5.

who took in a 30,000
mnle (our of the USA and Canndn

last year, this summer
Hall, Folkeuone. mth
"leold le‘Ior Sh‘i: u“
rom unt|

Sep(em rm%xlh Hlm .zml be

hM‘.

THE very fine Greenways Club
and Restaurant at West Mall-
aidstone, will be

mpan:

My, (nble is reserved!

Incidentally the tables will mm
for Paul Harris in May when he
wnu lrpe-! FOR Ted Gatty in 'l‘ed'

Old Time Music

reckoned to be mA
longest  running

*
l WAS very pleased to meet Ah
Gold and Lolo Cordell

to the profession as Gold And
Cordell) last week at the Com

Rochester, they
resented  their floor show
ggh" at t{'l:n. Medway Chamber of

FEB. 12th : VACANT
FEB. 19th :
FEB. 26th :
MAR, 4th :

P.A. 476 Manchester Rd.,
Chapel,

BRIAN MARSHAll

MR "VERSATILITY JNR.”
YOUNG COMEDY ENTERTAINER — SONG — DANCE
GUITAR — ORGAN —

THIS WEEK : RUSSELL CLUB, MANCHESTER
& E
FEB. 5th : WISHING WELL, SWINTON

PALM COURT, BRISTOL

RITZ THEATRE CLUB, BRIGHOUSE

FLAMINGO, HARROGATE

Many thanks Harry Gunn Associates and “Robby”
Fred Screeton and Ron Cross

VACANT SUMMER SEASON
or  Harry Gunn Associates,

IMPRESSIONS

MPRESS, BOLTON

101 Old Hall Rd,,
Sale, Cheshire.
Sale 0589

DANCE GROUPS

manufacturing -crkmm
dancing
quiring -.phu

AND ITS ASSOCIATE COMPANY

THE GIRL (BOUTIQUE) LTD.

Is s dance production compan imarily desi nldw jafise in ucis
md":nun.“iym h ' lmmw":u
nrdmlnn«lnmmnu‘
wamm
DANCE CENTRE
mhmsmw«.dmms-r.dnmnmmmm
& {exclusive to the :uu-w). agency, staj

units. thn are -vdl-bl- for any type of show,
dance production to be inserted.

DANCE GROUPS (I.ONDON) LTD.
12 Floral Street, London, W.C.2. Covent

(LONDON) LTD.

mﬁ' mm:-u wd mm
e
All enquiries to:

Garden 1079

THE MARIONETTES

BRITAIN'S TOP COLOURED VOCAL GROUP
Currently appearing Manchester Embassy
top of bill and then booked solid until the end of April.

OFFERS INVITED FOR SUMMER SEASON '67

WWIYMMWWM‘%VINMBWM , Wel,

Club, February 6th Jack Of Clubs —




