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CLUB CORNER
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FROM THE
MIDLANDS
By SYD STARR

MY first mention this week goes
lo two charming youna ladlcs,

YOBKSBIRI:

o o

HY is it lhm in these so called
days, so many

wi
ving us the ular numbers of
3! day, add a mc with traditional
Israeli
lel

songs.
they scored a bij
g {l-he Green's 3%
mm(y Knocks", l'nllowmg

they

Northem
artists as l-‘ . 3.

and Dickie

June}t)xhtylppurmthe “Wimble-
don vemon of The Golden Shot”
with Bob Monkhouse. Impresario
Billy Lowndes tells me that the girls |

artists find it necessary to dress in
outlandish clothes in_order to regi-
ster on the Pop scene? One has only
10 look at one of the finest vocal
stylists ever to visit us from the
States to realise that I(lh|s preoccupa-
tion with is total
Ahhou;tuiobby
about for sevml years, there is no
doubt tha pl:(ely ouuhms
l_ﬂlae vast mnpmy o p merchants.

style, self nsum.'J bu( never ov:r

confident, all-add to the quality of

are going over big they | his

appear.
* * =
BIRMINGHAM'S perky little
ian Geol

an
is_currently at Southport's Floml
where

he ntroduces hgo “0ld T

and | Music Hall” as a break from the

= iful ni h s| in
E‘lm‘xd by gl’?l“ tax_demands— | 10 see his show.
penalty of nski:)g pop}_:ilnrily h:nd co":'- * * *
istent g Y o FIER visiting the Civic Hall
nanmed a lg-;:‘omed gucsl-home A Soluhu:lm ';;5“ e i

oonsevuemly has little time for gel-
ting his down. A full date-
book plus a full boarding-house—
not forgetting two kiddies, one
missus, and a swollen bank balance
—add up to a full-time job. he con-
fessed. Not that hcs any the worse
for the weight of extra domestic
dauties involved. So far as this enter-
prising Ulsterman is concerned, hard
work never killed angnc—hu a
fitter man for his hour day.

are compensations 00
—Iike surprised recognition of
guests he occasionally waits upon
(whoever heard of a waiter being
asked for his autograph?) and a
noticeable reduction in his waist-
line. “Believe me T've d from
17 stone to |3 and calorie counting
has nothing Jo do with it—I eat
like a honc

* *
E mljonty of tlhc variety bin-
mp&ﬂs currently engage
the Bla

scene Il’e wil
when it comes
ofﬁcmnng at galas fétes, and snmlhr
charities by the seaside, but it was
club star Zaraeda they wanted at the
new-look Poulton Social Club last
Satunhy afternoon—no one else
do—and they were Juck
Curmﬂy doubling Black S-Jn
and Heﬂwoad C

;lo

ran, 1he

Johnnie St. Gcorle) has mabl:shed
a famous reputation _hereabouts
and, as a result, his off-stage time
is normally mnnopohsed by private
consulters. However he deferred or
cancelled all appointments to be
present at Poulton, to raise the
curtain on lus improvements
which have made this exclusive 67-
year-old rendezvous one of the most
attractive of its kind along the
North-West  sea Unanimous
satisfaction made the effort well
worth while.
*

*
IN the ever increasing competi-
tive recording world it takes a

very good song with mbuilt “com-
mercial appenl to  favourably
“expose” singer, and,  to

pose
my mind,

"All M{ Life”, a mint-
fresh revival of a for

rmer American

Bennett, us
assault on lhe cha

's “Take Your Pic‘k"

l carried on to Ihc Birmingham and

District  Variety Artistes Club,

where, needless to say, I met many

of my old colleagues, the eldest

hem being veteran magi-

cian “Gazeeka”, the man who wore

a fez btfove Tommy Cooper saw

“the green”, he also travels his
own magic carpet.

* * *
l WAS pleased once again to meet
my old friecnd Claude Bennett,
who runs the Midland Club Journal.
After a spell of ill-health, he is now
out and about again.
* * *
HEN 1 visited Lime Tree Social
Club, Coventry, last week, |
was amazed at the transformation.
It ':Ed somek yml:; since cd'
appea in their old co ted-
|ron building, but now th'e“m
huge Concert Hall, with a lheam
organ, one of the longest bars |
have ever scen, a spacious and
comfomhk lounge, and ample car
rking.
Stlll at 39 Lythalls Lane, Coventry,
:fyouanlndmnmline.
:;“ phone Coventry 88038 for a

V-GS
ERE was an excellent attend-
ance for the Gray Sheldon
Bowl and Past Captains Cup on
Tuesday of last week.

For the second year in succes-
sion Stevenson was the
London winner in_the Past Captains
Cup with a nett 71 at Fulwell and
will now meet Dickie Henderson the
Provincial winner, who had a nett
7< a( Parkstone. S.S.S. 70, Alf Pear-

was second with a nett 74 at
Rhuddland S.5.S. 68.

In the Gray Sheldon Bowl the
winner at Fulwell was Don Lang
with a 67 nett, a_great score con-
s:dcnng he had a 7 at the 2nd hole.

Two shots behind him was that
up and coming young golfer, Harry

the son that consistent

olfer  Jack — following

uhcr's footsteps. In me Provinces

y Castle was the leader wuh a
nm 700 at Plrksume S§S8.S8. 70

Les Vowles was second

with a 70 at Wtymoulh 8.8

67.

BID FOR FAME

His at the Bamsley

Ba-Ba d almost

while a natural boyish charm con-
ceals an ex nce that must be ex-
tensive. an't Take My Eyes Off
You", “Rubber Ball"k“‘llmNl;;lnhel
lhe Devil”, a superlative *

Has a Thousand Eyes” and ““Take
Good Care of My Baby™ were num-
bers that all registe: strongly.

He was well backed by an aug-
mented orchestra.

I warmly applauded this likeable
young man who, in his way, must do
more good for Anglo-American
rchucms than all the politicians put

together.

* *

OHNNY NOBLE presents a very

useful entertainment.  Opening
with an instrumental on trumpet he
quickly \wl(chu to a “Falling in
Love with Love™ vocal before settl-
ing down to his principal task—
that of comedy.

And what a versatile comedian he
is 100. His range covers a bit of
“Cynthia™ type humour with his
guitarist and some general observa-
tions about everyday I'fe and Mick
Jagger in particular,

There are several nice touches
about this act, the final vocal. in
which the un-named guitarist plays
an important part, being a case in

int.
e * * *

HE nearest I'm cver likely to get

to the “Street of a Thousand

" was spent watching the
Gypsies.

Spanish Dancers, introduced as
Egyptian entertainers they provide a
unicue offering

The !cz-cappcd Farouk-like bongo
drummer ecomvnmc; his lithe
i swm ing bell ancer in a
hp le, S ly Ranles number,
mwr\pwcd ":g an occasional comic
aside. At one moment | thought
was going to place the girl up for
auction and 1 was seriously tempted
to make a bid.

* * *
TH(E Wise Alecs present that tradi-
tional duo of the cleric and the

inebriate. The humour is essentially
juvenile although let me be the first
10 admit that it's very well done
and wins big laughs. “Indeed this
spot is something of a clubland
classic in its own night.

*
ANOTHER fine speciality up here
under the auspices of Mrs.
ford are_The Diamonds. The glrl
is a skilful contortionist with a
charming smile while her male part-
ner scons with some excellent roller
balanci
As nlways with_a speciality from
the House of Retford the presenta-
tion is slick and to the pomnt. Fol-
lowing a short UK tour this hus-
band and wife team from Australia
go to the Continent for a three
month season.

* *
ANAMEnewwmehMof

Advertised  as | du

BEDFORDSHIRE
CLANGERS
by Eric Courtney

HERE in Bedford, the Billy | f:
resident_at (he
Bumdwny Club for the first
months of its opening, has just re-
turned with a great welcome for a
further residency, and for the first
week back featured ‘ourtney
as guest vocalist, with the cabaret
spot taken by Rod l.-ym!who had
sung his way to
Canada, Vietnam and several Con-
tinental countries.

tremely pleasant  personality and
voice to match.
* * *

N the meantime, 1 was being asked
to go to Northampton's

Flamingo Club to see Dave &
singing duettists, but usl
not make it. Then
organist from Irlhlmgborough W.M.
Club called in to tell us he is off
for a Summer Scason as Musical
Dlmlor at the Gaiety, Skegness,
and switched on his tape-recorder,
and there were Dave &
ing along in lifelike style! These fine
ettists have had two weeks at
the Flamingo in quick succession,
and should go a long way in the
uture,

could

* * *
THE Royal Naval Association at
chley held a very s ul

al the Wilton Hall n.-ocmly.
the proceeds. bein| ug towards equip-
ping their new cl which they are
vcrn grwd to I\uvc built entirely

eir own hands and with their
own money. Trenches for sewerage
up to 7 feet deep have been dug
during the winter months by the
members, and all building and fit-
ting out has also been carried out
by their own labour. In fact, the
recent dance ended at midnight
with an announcement that all
volurteers were 10 report next
morning at the site, for further
work on the club. Opcnmf date wnll
be on a Thursday mn July, with a
special show, and a celebrity 1o cut
the tape.

* * *
THE

monthly cabaret nights at
AF Wyton have drawn many
good acts to the area, the last show

in the Sergcanu Mess  being
headed dium  jugglers,
Johnny & ma Lamonte, with
comedian Norman Tomkins, and
vocalist y, MUSIC pro-
vided by the Model 5 Dance

turday’s show brought
to Wyton the versatile
Taylor, Buckinghamshire comedian
and  magician  Ken  Plested,
comédienne  Jean W
meére Mary Courtney, witl
by her Courtiers.

com-
music

Members of the A " Association
On Tuesday next the members will warmth of personality which won
ats :mmca‘m be ll Finchley 1o play for the Will over an ience which, until
Book in Show Business || F, and 1 g Tues- had been
Tol. 20366 - 27861 ‘!P:‘)' at Fulwell ’5 The Captain’s| for its indifference rather than its
*
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bowle

Youn; Addams also adds a new
dimension_to the range of
take-offs. This was more in the form
of a burlesque which was a com-
plete entertainment in itself.

Then came the ventriloouial spot,
in many ways the highlight of the
act. The dummy is “Grandad"” but
this is no take-off of Neville King.
Here, as in everything else he
tackles. Tony Addams shows an

ABDULLA & SAIDA
Original Hungarian Footjuggling. Acro.
P.A. Christieton Hall, Chester. VC

Phone: London 01-607 8628. VC
“Hypnotic v
Clubs, etc. Phone D M.

“THE FAMOUS CRUSADEIS
uMA:‘&’c Caribbean Steelband

Spuhc lar Fire Act
? 5 20562 or 32194 VC

VAF. HARI! DUPREE EQUITY
“The Act Par Excellence’*

__11 Speidhurst Rd., Hackney, E.9. vC

Tll'ﬂ"am

JIMMY DE LANEY

Female

Vocal, Mimicry,
55 London 5
St. Albans 57420.

y of style and a confidence
in dchv

Star nolrmm!" Without a doubt,
and perhaps a very big one too.

* * *

LEEROY & IRENE EE:‘JE&E:";:_A. ‘:;::‘: as being our star attraction and
e e Bt "o or” Aioans | tenor ROGER, LAINE 7. <A | (hese mprovements are desined || potyrns soon from seven months
e = instrumental m..: LORI | Ronnie Hilton will star at the Grand ful t f S Af .
BERTO AISELLI i WELLS BROS. | Gala Ovening on July 1. the suceess our of S. Africa
The Psychic Television tist A first class alterations  will be undemkcn
Miami, N. York, Hamburg & Beriin. from Mmmchesier's without closing the club. Teddy SEE YOU 44
L2 T Sm with the guitar from JOYCE'; faith in the future gives e
B e e JEFF E.. lectabh cause for at a time
STRO! SYLVIA MISS FLUFFLES who brings | when so many clubs have been
S-ovd s\xu.agmg‘— Flmmg to the art of ke pruning their costs. nucnpoo‘ 52’65
N Bowdon, Ches. 061-928 ea75. " ve | 44 near o et

JOYCE EXTENDS
LEEDS "ACE’

ORK is to start on extending the
entertainment facilities at the
Leeds Ace of Clubs ?:L.m
present occupied the ki s
nd Y roboyma vn'll be
be sited m order to give the audi-
ence a full front view of the en-
te

Owner Tedg Joyce, one of the

18 | hankers to

Rod has an ex- | Hughie G

Coral sing- e

DERBYSHIRE
DIARY—J
by Johnnie Singleton

s;lcms to be nommnl their cl ou.e'

y r one
Francesca, a lnlcnu:d young lad
in theatrical background,

lhmg

steeped
and yet not obscuring her own per-
I think her uncle the late
great George Formby would have
been really chuffed with his Widnes
niece.
Recently in the area for_the
‘Wright management, Fran-
cesca caught the crowd’s imagina-
tion and did first rate business—
definitely a name to watch.

ANUTHER Mancunian to ﬁuﬁe
us recently with his “wares” is
Moss sideman/vocalist-gag-

ﬂer Iuy now going it alone.
The Normanton theatre bar crowd
really went for his polished arrange-

ments and pro No  small
credit must go o agent Jack Den-
man, for placing this kind of top
talent, during the “close” season.

ONE more step nearer the top for
Lancashire _bom, Chesterfield
Bemie Clifton, after his suc-
oessful t on Rod Taylor’s “‘new
series, his date book has
wmewl’ul expanded—but  he still
lav the North-West!
Come in Da Shortland.

*

BLOWING up quite a storm on

dates at the “Weigh-in Niterie,"
Derby and the Elm Tree Inn Heath
recently, has Larry Fenyes the
Venczuelian trumpet virtuoso, with
the intemational cabaret touch. His
reen shop window
spot did him a power of good, and
on these two so different dates he
did cxwguomllly well. 1'd like to
see and
South Americano.

*
DDING a touch of live interest
to the llkeston scene is the open-
ing of the new L«lrklamk club by
ex-artist Harry Roe. Mostly local
acts are being booked to start off,
but Harry hns some big “ideas™ he’s
hopmg will bear fruit later in the

Morc news as | get it.

LENO'S DAUGHTER:
GOLDEN WEDDING

AN LENO'S daughter May and

her  husband Douglas Clark-
Lewis celebrated their  Golden
Wedding  anniversa at their

home in Montague Street, Brigh-
ton on Sunday last.

May, who is 73 appeared on stage
at Brighton's West Pier more than
50 years ago and gave up her
career to marry.

The couple have two children, two
grand children and a great grand-
son and they say, l has been a
wonderful 50 years".

MUSIC HALL

MISCELLANY
By ELLIS ASHTON

TH[: hard work of lhe cnlhlw:ms

car more of this swinging | f ayr

THE STAGE

East Anglian Angles
by

Norman
(1066) Fields

TO take part actively, in an
innovation, is a rewarding and
exciing ‘boost’ 10 any artist's
morale and institutes a feeling of
creating history—anyway, that's how
1 felt when as a result of a purely
social call on Ted Hardwicke, at
his Tower Restaurant & Cnmo
Club, in Yarmouth, he booked
for the season, to provide ‘h-ck-
ground’ piano in the Restaurant, at
lunchtimes! And that is indeed nc‘v
ground for the resort because 1
is no other venue of the type wluv:h
features ‘live’ music at mid-day.
your humble reporter feeling
rather like Scoti of the Antarctic
and Christopher Columbus, started
the ‘journey’ into fresh territory last
Sundug and who knows what we
iscover—or better still, who
may dxso*ovu me!

* *

AN SMITH writes from Peter-

borough with the news that he has
relinquished his position as Chair-
man and General Secretary of
Woods Sports Club in Colches!er.
and subsequently taken over as
en.
Association, Peterborough,

At the moment, ils very active
Entertainments Commitee I8
organising Saturday dances, and
Sunday cabaret shows to be staged
regularly throughout the year. Also
on lhclr programme are monthly
‘pay’ cabaret presentations, giving
the Commuttee extra money to play
with in the engagement of more,
and top-rate acts.

Resident organist at_the Associa-
tion’s  Peterscourt  Clubhouse  is
uric Smart, a fine musician, and

lly to

be one of the best in the area.
Laurie is assisied equally well by
accomplished Syd on drums.
To give an example of the bill of
fare on one of the y' show
nights, Friday June 21 ga rought in
%omcdy magician and compere,

C, singin, star,
Sheila & Julia
Palette, the ‘Gllmaur Canoomm.
and singer/guitarist, Johnny Hall.
With the addition of Laurie and
Syd, the customers are getting full
value for their money, at a mere
cight-bob a ticket.

ANGLETTES
AD a colourful card from
Saundersfoot, Pembrokeshire,
where the lovely Kathie H and

enson,

family are on holiday; followin,
which, Kath is due to_do a_ weel
at the new Riverside Club, Exeter,
and she happily mentioned that
there is a full date-book until well
into October. Shcs including, like
Mary Courtney, one of my num-
bers in her act, titled *I Love Him";
Kath. reports excellent reception of
the song.

Apoeanng Saturday nights
Lowestoft’s “Top Of The Town',
folk-singer Michael Haylett, accom-
panying himself on harmonica and
guitar; he's not long since com-
pleted a successful Australian tour:
1s pleasing the diners immensely—
and giving me some much-appreci-
ated ‘breaks' away from the key-
board!

ga 0" I( has been n hard \lmggle,
ut it looks as though the Green-
wich Theatre, formerly the Hippo-
drome, should be open by Christ-
mas. Nothing has n oo much
for the select band under Ewan
Hooper, and the Director, who have
canvassed the streets, held rummage
sales, and, of course, built up a
reputation _for their  Music Hall
nights on Fndays and Saturdays at
the “Green Man", Blackheath Hill.

There is still time to help them, or
to Sign-a-Tile (to decorate “the
foyer) For particulars ring 858-

| undemand the Little Theatre,
Leicester, may be doing Music Hall
in July, followi the lead
Ian Joule at Ma
In the letter department,
rence Scott, Assistant Director of
Enemmmcms. Town Hall, Clee-
?u is nmum(:;s to obmn a copﬁ

Book. Up ti
now I thought this was a myth. Per-
haps somebody can help both Mr.

Scott and myself Is there such a
publication?

50 YEARS AGO, June 25, was
set aside for a street collection for
“Forget-Me-Not-Day"” for Music
Hall chnntws
STAGE that ill-

enterfainment  says sh t these

moves, which will cost “many

thousands of pounds”, are a

tangible example of how the club

gl{lns to remain in the forefront
cabaret

in
health nvcnled him taking part in
such shows. Ella was top-
sz at Wood Grecn. and even then
Bud: gkm Bertie” written by her

“Our capacity will be increased to

over 700 people and while we do
not pretend to be the biggest club
in lhenruwwmbeonedlhc
very few to have

William
d as the best number she
ever

worked.
Don't fome( lo km us pm(ed
Our address King
Street, N.16 (Ol 254 4209) bels
hear from you.

IT'S MAGIC
by Peter Warlock

FORTY or fifty years ago, when
the music hall was flourishing,
novelty of effect presentation
were of paramount im)

too often being absent from magic
acts. Also too often mnucnns have
been caught up in the Channing
Pollod: wave and have thought that
the production of doves was the
key to instant magic and instant
success. The more thoughtful ones
have found that this is not so and
many more have yet to find out.
These magicians should leam a
lesson from that wonderful husbund
and wife team, the Wychwoods now
g,hymg with great success at the
ictoria Palace in the “Black and
White Minstrel” show.
years back at Blackpool,
after worlung for many years with
a good but conventional magic act,
this grand couple had the inspira-
tion 1o use poodles in a magic act.
At the time it was almost a_dream
but that dream became reality and
with patience, inventive ability and
emhmusm into being
an act of great visual appeal plus
100 per cent entertainment.
success since that time has
been well deserved and fl

have
taken in their stride the EA ullivan
show and top ranking ements

wherever visual entertainment has
SO

automatic hydraulic Imm. ungc

Mr. Joyce added that although he
had no intention of competing
for the big Star international
names he would be able to spend
a little more on cabaret. “How-
ever, we look upon the club itself

HI!
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