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LINES from
LANCS

by JAMES HARTLEY

’l‘IIE BLUEBELLS are blooming
ll Blackpool—some of the love-
leggiest lasses in Showland,
v:sﬁll at the Opera House and all
so chuffed 10 be stepping out with
anm in “The Big

CLUB CORNER

THE publicity potential of the
give-away gimmick has long
been realised by Players No. 6 pro-

dists and the i jion of
original London Palladium
the Clock” game as mainstay

of their touring aho-—prsenlcd by
enthusiasis like Tomy Scott,
Mason,

the
o

best
have put on at this theatre for

many a year. o
Lie that master-musician and

batoneer, long_ asso-

ciated with Ken as musical adviser,

it seems the Bluebells who the
to

Blackpool = g
tacular mmwh at the l.o-‘n-sﬁ-
m‘ gd;‘ much a
permanent of y's entour-
age as his &dymm Their mentor,
coach, and shoulder to lean on, is
(widow  of

E

who died tragically in a motor acei-
dent), the Paris-based choreographer
with an intemational reputation for
fuming out top troupes. She is
Irish—a Dubfiner. The doctor who
brought her into the world declared:
“Were she my daughter, with eyes
P'd call _her Bluebell.™

bell Kelly, and her middle name
has since become the hallmark of
showbiz’s bonnicst and best-drilled
dancing belles, now winning fresh
laurels with star-studded resident
shows in Las Vegas, Bangkok. Mad-
nd, Panis—and, of course, Black-

* * *

ARAEDA is the son of subject
the ladies love 10 analyse under

the hair-dner, ::dpumhsc .n'n:ﬂhcr\
meetings, of uce as a follow-up
10 the katest l:fﬂl\odl. of Mrs. Dale’s
Diary. Some there are—men ~and

ho swear Z s

xsl-maﬁ(ers the the
the Black Brothers

al rename belrmd him T
ony, as
y-compére and games/quiz-
mas(er. sets a cnckm moe He is
one wise-
crackers seen aronnd the thkpool/
Morecambe area. For him, winning
the active co-operation needed from
-udu:na-p-mcn presents
problem Of course lhe
smooth-1 nm u( !hls hour-long pre-
senation owes much 10 the spot on
back-sta; not 1o

GARTER GIRL

YOII!SI!I!:
) RELISH
iy James Towler

LOUIS ARMSTRONG apart, lhe
past fortnight has becn
thing of a vintage one. Sﬂlchmo
himself would, I believe, be the first
to congratulate Jomes who
impressed everyone with some
superlative smml\b’ on the same bill
n( the Batley Variety Club. Her
rendering of “I'm You

ney " who unashamedly
admits his orgin to folk to the
North of Leicester is taking a cal-
culated risk. To go one further
and actually tell a golfing story at
Greasbro' would be sheer suicide
unless the name happens to be Joe
Brown.

Joe is the complete master of his
audience in a spot noted both for
its mformahty of presentation and

s was ex-

mem:on'fmned efforts on the part
of the No. 6 Girl Friends. “Such
teamwork is the key to slick prc-
sentation on which the im)
this sort show epends.
made it clear.

Players-Please fun and games have
led to Standing Room ly busi-
ness an hour earlier than ordinarily
on Tuesday nights at Blackpool

Gaiety, a marked increase on Fn-
day attendance at the Sands, and

Tony

Wednesday capacity for
wood’s Cala Gran.
* * *

lN the workingmen's clubs of the
North West at any rate cloth
caps and scarves, spittoons and saw-
dust, and the battered piano, are a
fading memory the primitive
past. Enterprising mlnngcmzms nnd
committees—often backed
breweries—have adopted "On{y the
best will do™ for their slogan, and
vie one with another at serting the
highest in ort and

otkers impressed but not sure, and

the rest, pluin unbelievers. I, per-
sonally, find him amazin, natural
and true clirvoyant—yet much

an armist, and a very distinctive one
at that. How many cntertainers can
you call 1o mind able to top the
brll as hypnotist and clairvoyant,
and bottom # as a u)mudy imper-
sonator? Zarseda alias Osse Rae
filled such dual roles for a long
summer season in lreland last year
—and mantained separate identities
all the while.
This summer he is specialising in
uN one of his lines, mind-reading
s Casino, head-
lmng for 2() v\clk~ and rapidiy
building up a following which al-
ready imcludes a number of resident
s folk.

1 am but one of many who credit
him with remarkable foresight and
rare wnderstanding. Some of his
amazing predictions in the past 18
months have proved uncannily
accurate. During a March (1967)
week at Doncaster Scala he assured
a Inly members of |h‘ audience
l\vnho- family after 16 years of

rriage) she would bear a child
lbt lollo'm( January. The lady
described  his pmphrw as prepos-
terous and qum: impossible. Her
dai a, was bom on
New Year's Day 1968, and Z. was
mvited to_become a godfather. On
stage at Spemmymoor Variety Club
dunng May 19 week Zaraeda fore-
obert Kennedy would
suffer a similar fate as his brother,
the late American President, in the
near future.

This week Zaraeda is accepting
an invitation from Mowbreck Hall
at nearby Kirkham to exorcise the
ghosts that have been troubling
residents of this famous old man-

sion for over a century.

* e *
Y LESTER and Paula Lee
wound up a coast-1o-coast tour
with a wmique experience—a week
in Bodmin Gaol. This former fort-
ress for delinquents I'm told has
been transformed into one of the
most elegant night-spots in the West
Country. "Th: happiest sentence |

ever served,” cracked Roy.

Members of the A -‘n‘ Association
ALS ERICAT seavices

e

@verything |
VARIETIES, LEI

amenities.

Blackpool has mnny examples of
the trend, notably in Ci where
interior .md exrcnor improvements
—with a doubling of the balcony
area, decoration of the spacious
concert hall, installation of the latest
electronic  organ, etc.—have cost
something Ilke £70,000 over the past
w0 years. Thié Stamey, anoiher of
the resort's most attractive haunts
for family folk, has paid out in the
region of £65,000 for a transforma-
tion process which, for sheer ele-
%_ nce, puts it in a class of its own

he Loco, with its handsome con-
cert room complete with adequate
changing rooms for artists, super
sound and lighting equipment, has
spent £40,000 on alterations which
have just about trebled its size. The

nsWi concert-room’s  recent
face-life (with a brand new ventila-
non xgyclem) is worth every penny
000 outlay. The Ivy Leaf's
luxury look also ran into five figures,
the modernisation of the BAF
co« a small fortune.

Yet they tell me “Money is tight”
for words to that effect) when |
wonder why the rate for club artists
in Blackpool is the lowest in the
provinces.

* * *
YOUNG performers, pretty girls
particularly, authentic n ap-

pearance and able 10 sustain an old-
time role are hard to find—which is
(love.y
Northallerton)
shines. At 26 this gifted Yorks lass
is not merely a well-trained vocalist
with an exceptionally wide range of
vintage material, she possesses the
sort of face and figure that give
some of the old fashions an edge
over the new, to great
pains to look the part. For instance,
there’s a multi-coloured er we
glimpse  occasios
genuine emblem of the Victoria
—she sports just above a shapely
knee. Once it belonged to grand-
1 can well beli d it's
eye-catching to say the least. Moira
who made such a hit in Old Time
Variety at  Blackpool Tm—~hc
was cven allowed to retain her
ter—is equally au fait with m
media as she is expert at “the wn
my mother sang”. She should go
places—already the and radio

spotters have her in focus.

Tel. 20366 - 27861
ABDULLA
due to circumstances beyond

P.A: Christleton Hall, Chester

July on, for Circus, Cabaret, Clubs and Galas, etc.

& SAIDA

their control, are FREE from

0244-35577

3 fine minimum 4s. 6d. per insertion,
£2 12s.

Each exwra line: 15, 3d. per insertion.

. 6d. per quarter. Each extra line 155 per quarver.

ABDULLA & SAIDA |
Original Hungarian Footjuggling. Acro.
P.A. Caristieton Hall, Chester

ve

|

SIR JAMES ALDRICH ‘
Toastmaster

Phone: London 01-607 8628. Ve |

PETER CASSON
“Hypnotic Phantasy™
Ciubs, etc. Phone Doncaster 68426
Ve

“THE FAMOUS CRUSADERS"
Authentic Caribbean Steelband
AND LIMBO-DANCERS
Featuring Spectacular Fue Act
Telephone Slough 20582 or 32194 VC|

[

MARIE DUPREE EQUITY |
“The Act Par Excellence

11 Speldhurst Rd., Hackney, E.9. VC

VAF

YVONNE JANINE
Singer, Exotic and Fan Dancer
169 Ashdown Crescent, Cheshunt,

erts. Waltham Cross 24512

JIMMY DE LANEY
Female Impersonator

Vocal, Mvmrcr‘ ‘Music Hall"” memaries
55 Lanaon oad, St. Albans. Herts
St Albans 57420. V

LEEROY & IRENE
Comedy Magic and Iflusions. No Doves,
Just a Dead Duck! Tel. St. Aibans
61081 or Bowmans Green 2135 ve
STROMBOLI & SYLVIA
Sword Swallowing — Fire Eating
Flat 4, "Gadlay, Stamford Rd.
Bowdon, Ches. 061-928 6675,
BERTO RISELLI
The Psychic Television Hypnotist
Miami, N. York, Hamburg & Berlin.

vC
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BRADFORD
SHOWCASE
By Andrew McLachlan

[ WENT along to Groves WMC,
York with a group of Bradford
artists who presented their own
Showcase to a full house that
included many Con. Secs.

The show opened with Chester
and Royd, two boys with one
guitar who make vocal harmony
seem comparatively simple in their

the of his vocals.
1 like, too, his “Bye Bye Blues™ on
muted trumpeg while, such was the
intensity of “Zorba’s Dance™, that
one fully expected an appearance
by Lionel and the Girls to complete
the picture. He was wcll backed by
an_eight-piece

There was a good buckm;, too,
for John Rowles up at the Bamsley
Ba-Ba. His style is Humperdinckian
and he registers stongly on the up—
tempo, numbers.

River" arrangement was tip top nnd
reminiscent of that used by the
Mather Maori groug:’

Finally a word ut a clubland
singer who's vastly increased in
stature. Norman Boyd has improved
out of all recognition in recent
months. His work is stamped with

stars of today and yesteryear.

The gentler sex filled third spot,
and in this Irene Metealf staked
her claim as one of the most
inventive of jazz singers in twenty
mmulu of spot-on continuity. What

reat performer this girl is.

ore  comedy, and this from
Harry Foster, a little man with a
gag showing in_every face muscle.
Harry's pro[mrnum may not have
increased  prysically  but his flair
for making people laugh has.

Vocalist Ronnie Spence handled
the pops confidently, with strong
support from a first class resident
trio, and the versatile Robbie Platts
—allhouxh having a late spot—
scored with his version of the
tongue-twisting “Auctioneer”. The
show was arranged and v.ompénd
by York entertainer Pat Lowton,
who plans more of these in the
future.

fhm pilot showcase proved so
successful that many of the artists
indicated they would be happy to
take the show to other parts of
the country.

Anyone interested can contact
me personally and | will arrange
for this first class package show to
play at venues suitable to agents,
managements, Con. Secs. and artists
alike. My address: 16 Kirkwall
Drive, Bmdl’md 4

LEEDS camcdmn Bill Hwatds
retuned to the scene of former
triumphs at the Lyceum the other
week, this time as a cabaret act in
his own right. Bill was once resi-
dent compere at this venue some
time ago, and has since had a
principal role in a major West End
production but is now chiefly on
the abam hand -wagon, and doing
very nicel

WHEN local hoys make good it
is indeed something to write
home about, and this is exactly
what a group formerly known as
the Tomboys have done. The group
emigrated to Canada a few years
ago and eventually reached the

.S.A., where they have been resi-
dent for the past two years at the
Francis Drake

The boys are due home next
month_to holiday and rest (mainly
rest) but before they leave the
States, their first disc will re-
leased with advance orders exceed-

2% | ing the 11,000 mark

On lead. bass and rhythm guitars
are Emil K. Hardy, Bernie Beau-
mont and Jeff Miller respectively
while Pete drums  a
doubles with Bernie vocally.

A big welcome awaits them on
their retum to Bradford and let’s
hope they accept a few engage-
ments. New name? The Bradfords.

SNIPPETS

Furmcryi with the Martell
Agency, Trevor Bmmey hax hecn

at the B
Huddersfield . .

Well, . The new
Concert Ha:l of Wyke Non-
Pol. Club opens on Thursday, July
27, the artists, Mina Hall and

Bill Dixon and Dick Pleasant . . .
Great ovation for the Carrolls on
the Lyceum/Paradise double last
weel The 20th anniversa
at Ex-Servicemen’s  Clul
was  celebrated in  customary
fashion, with Blackpool entertainer
Norman Slater guest -for the even-
ing Vocalist Rick Lomas, who
works. qullc a lot for agent Jean
hardes in the Kent area, tells me
to _pass the word on to any artist

¢ | visiting Folkestone that lhcg; would
e

be well advised to call at the Rho-

desia Hotel, where Fred and Edoa
welcome the pros . . . Saw and
heard a nice spot from glamorous
sopraino, Pat Allweod at Holme
Soctl Regret to report the
| death of Leeds mm(mc Fl'ntst
Broadbent at the age of 6

Guesting for the NVAA at East

Bowling Unity Club last week was
Nottingham tenor Alec Owen, who

made a favourable impression.

authority and he has poise and con-

‘,’n‘:m":m:ﬁf:::n“ & nnd ﬁdencﬂ that could make him u reat
B I with a | JoraRd S Hona Anthem, l'm

slick cabaret m..x o( topical humour - ‘““’““ athem, 3’
and impressions of the top piano ("°'ng“"'de Strong™ just couldn’t

* * *
A SECOND viewing of Tali and
ber Tallismen confirmed my
earlier impression. This is a lively
little outfit comprising of the attrac-

tive aubum haired hip swaying
mini-skirted Tali and her two guitar-
ist chaperons Terry Howa and

Dave Pearson, augmented on this
ou.nsl(m b (hc Scala’s Al lﬂngxlon.

“Who I Tum To", “Big
Spender™ :md an exceilent Supremes
selection are among numbers deli-
vered at a terrific pace, so much
so that it is a rather breathless Tali
who finally concludes with her
“What I'd Say”. A pause in the
middle for an instrumental for the
boys (and a dress change for Tali)
would add to the variety of what
is already a first-class offering.

AMILIARITY, if not breeding
contempt, can certainly en-
courage neglect. Time

after time
when I've looked into the .
I've caught the odd song .und da
routine from the Deb Set.

three charmers have

the
club for several months now and
have a nice set of routines. Good
0o, in these days of modern dance
interpretation (o come across young-
sters who come into their own in

hu:n at

Brings

some lively tap routines.
Gillam

back memories of Jack
revues Ll(.lhtll best.

*

'M pleased to hear from Helga

Reynolds, secretary of the new
South Yorks Equity, of the good
progress the group is making under
the chairmanship of the redoubt-
able Astor.

Although being a member of
Equity doesn't mean that an artist
has a better act u is only right
that such a body of people should
have an organisation to look after
their interests. The transfer of the
administration of the club and
cabaret section from London to
Manchester is obviously a move in
the right direction too.

*
THE MANNINGS arrived on the
Yorkshire

followed by Greasbro® nnd the
l&eefcdc Ace of Clubs and is well

This dance speciality is full of
variety and colour and is also ve:
clevtr into the bargain. The qui
“changes” on stage by lhe gen( is
well matched
changes of the two gwk {oﬂ smu)
and provides the sis for an
excellently staged act that would
add strength to a:y bill.

EW to this column is the Russ
Clevedon Sound. Line up: two
guitars, drums and lead singer who
1 assume is Russ himself. T liked
the nicely arranged introduction and
the unobtrusive backing, while vocal
star Russ could make quite a big
name for himself. Bonus points, too,
for the stage make-up.

H—that echo! How 1 curse it

at times. | think it’s rather like
alcohol. Applied in moderation it
can add a new zest and sparkle to
the most ordinary of voices. Applied
in excess and the distortion and
loss of resonance completely kill
the natural qualities of the singer.

This outburst is prompted by
something 1 saw the other week,
One of our really tip top clubland
acts, who excel in microphone tech-
nique_and stage presentation, just
throwing away most of their good
work by over indulgence on that
echo.

Incidentally. these remarks should
not be considered as criticism of
such artists as Ricky Wright and

Echo whose subtle use of
this scientific aid cnable them to
add a new dimension to their acts.
Rather. it should be taken as a
plea “If you sing 'md use echo—use

it in moderation.™

THE STAGE

TOO OLD AT 40?2

TOO YOUNG AT 19!! NOT IF IT'S

BRIAN MARSHALL

ENGLAND’S “YOUNGEST”
MOST TALENTED
COMEDIAN - ENTERTAINER

COMPERE

To view this Mod. Com.
consult:

DAVID LEVER,

Director,

Grange,

mouth. Tel.:

Entertainments
Pontin's Agency, Pine
Bath Road, Bourne-
Bournemouth 24784,

or Direct: Heaton Moor 6825.

Thanks C.B.S. Burnley, for
“Further Bookings"

JOHN REEVE

wishes to announce that

Bllly Forest Entertainments Ltd.

are now booking all acts for

THE CASTAWAYS NIGHT CLUB
BIRMINGHAM

and
THE FORTY THIEVES CLUB
COVENTRY

from 7th July, 1968
ENQUIRIES FROM ALL TYPES OF ACTS WELCOME.
Contact
Billy Forrest, Suite 19, 6 Park Road,
Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire
021-354 4258, 021-354 6638, 021-354 9337

THE NORDIC (LUB & RESTAURANT
HURST ROAD, HAMPTON COURT

EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING

ARTISTS AND TALENT
NEW TO LONDON
& AREA

BOOKERS, PRODUCERS & AGENTS
ARE WELCOME EVERY WEDNESDAY

DURING JULY, ARTISTS WILL BE FROM
SOUTH WALES, PRESENTED BY
HARRY WILLIAMS AND CLARRIE RODGERS

DON'T MISS THESE GREAT TALENT NIGHTS

THE STAGE SUMMER
NUMBER

will be published on AUGUST 15th
SPACE RESERVATIONS ARE NOW BEING
ACCEPTED
for this important annual event

BOOK A SPACE NOW!
To: The Advertisement Manager,
The Stage, 19/21 Tavistock St., London, W.C.2

Please send me advertising rates. | am arlist/agent/club manage-

ment/firm supplying clubs.*—
Name

(CAPITALS)

Address

“Please ind.cate which category




