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LINES from
LANCS.

by JAMES HARTLEY

HEILA BUXTON has long been
g recognised as a first-class
singer and refiable artist. 1 per-
sonally regard her as one of the
most under-rated cabaret enter-
tamers of our time, with few equals
|n§h‘cr h'ne
e will never amount to opposi-
tion for Shirley or Ella
Fitzgerald though she does possess
a considerable tonsil talent—but 1t's
I!sr personaluymsdu wal;‘m {msh as

troduced them in Blackpool —
and he wa: right.

* *
THE:\ VE aliotied a place on the
stage 10 the Domn Phillips

Music, backing “Star Show '68" n
the new theatre on Central Pier
Blackpool and the innovation is
completely justified by resulis. It
seems more and more that the work
of the resident § Larry

the
rarely mentioned others whose con-
tributions are the very salt in the
stew-—is gaiming fairer recognition.
With the ever increasing irfluence
of non-siop broadcasting, the re-
sourceful m.d. with know-how 10
keep pace with development and

produce h ble sound subject

that matters most. And she uses it
in exactly the right media—like her
own off-beat
Wonderful Wi
A Rich Girl"—to hold rap: atten-
tion throughout her 40-minute
roytine.

That shimmering gown of multi-
coloured sequins (not the brain-child
of some celebrat Continen:al
couturier—she paid a £200
for t in a Hong Kong fashion-
house) does something for her. But,
above all, it's split-second timing
emphasizing an element of fresh-
ness in even the most casual
moments of the act—with spot-on
support from pianist Brian Fitz-
Gerald—that adds the finishing
touch of CLASS. Sheila's a Lancs
lass, hailing from the Gracie Fields/
Dora Brymm country und heading
the same :zy~u; top!

N Manchester 12 hours before
_they were due to embark on
their first British summer season, at
Blackpeol Tower Ocean, John and
Alex of the County Set (two boys
and girl combo) made the shocking
discovery that their entire wardrobe
(smazzy swage suits. casual wear,
sundries—the lot!) were missing—
siolen from the van o which
they'd packed them the night be-
fore, in readiness for a smart zet-
away. What a start to a day that
should have been the happiest of
their lives. But, as always, trouble
shared is trouble halved. and. in
fact, under the calming influence
o{ Blackpool enteptainments man-
to whom they
reported their  predicament, n
magically vamshed. He prescribed
the temporary solution; Ocean s.m.
Tommy Hatton’s local knowledge
enabled them 1o secure essental
stage r.ear whde m d. Teddy Clarke
iling skeleton

armngcmzmx in ume or curtain-up.
The opeming performance went
without a hitch, (h“ that _sort of
have in mind
“it's a pleasure

co-operation a
when they cont

from Hy-
mouth, Alex from Inverness, John

lively and distinctive vocalfinstru-

mental harmony presentation tailor-

made for hohday audlcnun

Their manager, Rawden,
vows they will makz the grade.
He made precisely the same pro-
phecy anent the Maori Hi-Quins
and the Castaways when he in-

Members of ‘he Agents’ Association
ats ARTISTES and
THEATRICAL SERVICES
oy o usiness
CITY VARIETIES, LEEDS 1
Tel. 20366 - 27861

KLOCK ENTERTAINMENTS AGENCY

Variety under Manage-
Mr. Eric 3
Groups. and 4 personal
Mr. Robert .

Personal Manager:
NORMAN FYNE

3 line minimum 4s. 6d. per insertion.
£2 12s.

s spicuously in the

to the dictates of the soloist, is a
man with a future.

Young Phillips (writer of “Con-
tem) in Jazz" and many more hits,

hose rags-to-riches story began in
;| Maida Vale pub when the late
Lawrie Wright heard him tickling
the ivories) is currently engaged on
whal may turn out to be his major
opus. In collaboration with a play-
wright, he is writmg a fulldength

musical tentatively titled “Picca-
dilly Lights”"—which accounts for
much spare time weekdays. On

Sundays he’s usually far away from
Bilackpool, on a one-nighter with
say Joan Regam, ¥, or
another of the stars who vale his
glove-tight accompaniments. When's
his day off? | must enquire.

CLUB CORNER

IF it's adequately publicised and

propitiously programmed — not
at the end of the show when the
customers are fidgety, heavy-eyed.
and drifting off home — not
captures club crowds more than
magic. And touring northern theatre
clubs with some of the most
baffling kidology ever conceived by
the old masters, Mandrake has been
proving just that since he returned
from abroad. He wowed ‘em at

nsley Ba-Ba (et al)
and re-bookings all the way testify
to the pulling power of a rresenta-
tion ‘that is umique in may aspects.

For instance, whai expemt employs
another expert to safeguard hws in-
vulnerability? Mandrake, of course

(a famous spell-binder
in his own right) has been assisting
him since February.

And the so glamorous Marcelle
—impervious 10 sword thrusts, adept
in levitation—is an integral part
the act too.

By the way, Maskar is leaving
this month to be married, and fo
resume solo activitics — Gordon
Mules, 29-year-old Wekhman, will
take over. . . . Two highly con-
trasted my!efy-men figure con-

Jnhug-.kllum weserm at Black-
next Sunday and week
—the buﬂ-mpphg resident Zaraeda
whose amazing performances are
the talk of the town; and Vadell
(self-styled 's  youngest
illusionist) with prommise of incred-
lblc additions to his spectacular
Bird Fantasia and the ravishing
Jayne 10 assist in the process of
blinding us with science.
* *

WELL lmwn Blackpool way for

s eﬁauve public-relations
work, Charles Carlton-Smith is now
in charge of the Nordic Country
Club East Molesey (Hampton
Court) where live entertainment is
and increasingly popular feature.
Artists are welcome at any nme
and if you should need 1o try out
your act for the London agents,
facilities are yours for the asking.
(Phone Molesey 6961).

We're Sorry

TAMAR

is not available
at present.

She'’s in Spain.

FEW OPEN DATES
OCT. ON

All enquiries:
FOUR STAR AGENCY
LIVERPOOL

Tel. 051-428 3565
051 GAR. 5718

2 | we 1l produced.

YORKSHIBE
@' RELISH

by James Towler

e

NLIKE so many of their con-

temporaries, the Peddlers arc
content to follow their own path,
playing and singing the music they
like in a manner that suits them.
{ doubt if there is any other pre-
sentation in_the country which gives
such an individualistic mterpretation
10 its work.

In cabaret their impact is quite
uncanny. What at first seems like a
succession of numbers is, in fact,
a subtle build-up until, after lhc

THE STAGE

| MUSIC HALL

MISCELLANY
By ELLIS ASHTON

ARELY have I heard a more

THE

PIP WELSH
FOURSOME

cloguent plea for supporting
live entertainment lhan that made
by Jimmy W] e occasion

was at the brand new _Pontin’s
Camp at Cambu, Sussex. This huge
ering for more than
4,000 cas , is run by show busi-
ness pcnonnllues Sidney Cook and
lan Matthews, and includes in-
door swimming pools, ballrooms,
cinema, etc. It is a veritable city in
itself, and Sidney and lan have a
pohcy of bookmg big names, which
s p.-nym'fc handsomely.
In a umg visit I caught the in-
cmdnbl«. otie, with her fire-
other

ten minutes or so, U
becomes quite electric.
And in addition to btmz able to
acknowledge the undoubted musi-
cal skill of the boys the audience
is also treated 10 a delightful cameo
of high camp humour which, in it-
self, is something of a masterpiece.
At a time when almost everything
one sees has become so stereotyped,
the Peddiers prove that even in this
day and age it is possible to be
musically adventurous and commer-
cial at lhe same time.
* *
NOTHLR act that keeps well
clear of the usual run of cabaret
are the Birds 'n’ Bees. This duo of
twins came to the fore via Hughie

and have more than prov
worthy of the opportunities placed
their way.

This act scores so strongly for
two reasons. Firtly because the par-
ticipants are good singers with some
particularly interesting harmonies.
Secondly because they have been

It is the stage movements,
changes of costume and the overall
polish that really lift this presenta-
tion into something so much better
than “second best”. Already the
girls and boys give that gloss to
their work which should keep them
on the interational scene for many
years (0 come.

* * *

HAVE in the past described

Josef Locke an an “clder states-
man™ of show business — and a
very distinguished one at that.
Nephew andnn Locke  passes
muster as a “junior minister” of
promise. Say someone in the Rich-
ard Marsh category.

As is inevitable much of Bren-
dan's work is something of a com-

of | mercial for his uncle although this

should not be held against him.
After all, I guess people were tak-
ng K:nhkm home long before Joe
came on the scene.

* * *

h:uL\ mcludmg lying on a bed of
nails with a 15-stone gent standing
on her dainty midriff.

Jimmy Wheeler was in another
packed room, and though he has
been in the business for nearly 53
years his delivery was as forthright
AS_ever.

wish to thank

I- was here that Jimmy_urged all at Beverley Trevor Meredu\h Bob Butler &
the audience to help keep Vanety || Artistes, Mount Hill George Gill,
alive, and if the response was any- || South Shields. gg:;:"lw::::'! Clubs Booking Agency,
thing to go by then we have no (| 3]| at C.B.S. . Doncaster.
more need to worry, Burnley. E Don Carroll, .

The British Music Hall Society [| 5ano purki Grimsby. Dave Craig.
postbag_is bursting at the scams || (RO L el Don Holden Leicester.
again Jack Gough, the organiser s g Hull g Johnny Laycock
of the International Circus Clowns’ || Peter Doherty, : ke &

Fred Screeton,
Manchester.

FOR A TERRIFIC START TO THE CLUB AND CABARET SCENE
MANAGER: JOHN R. TURNER, 4 EAST GREEN‘ HESSINGNAI

Beverley Artistes,

Club has now moved to 3 Fox- e A ramy

combe Drive, Tilehurst, Reading
(Reading 26313) and Alfie Peters of
Varicty Aces’ Entertainment Club,
which does so much good work for

and all clubs concerned

charity, is now at 57a Sundom NR. SCUNTHORPE, LINCS.
R()m;. Church Lane, Charlton,
Drury Lane’s genial

G“'T' Hoare, member of o music
hall family, is one of our members,
and enthusiast Jack Waters, now
head of programme service for the
new London Weekend Television,
started at this famous house before

Introducing The 'Sensational

GEOFF FRANKLYN

touring the hall as the complete
entertamner.
Our youngest member, Julie VOCAL/ENTERTAINER

Fisher, will be seen, all being well,
on “Opportunity Knocks" on
August 14, and we are confidemt
that she will prove that the ant of

THANKS TO MIKE SMITH FOR 3 YEARS RECORDING
CONTRACT WITH C.B.S. INTERNATIONAL

male impersonation is far from :
dead. Anyway, our address is_still 18/7/68 viewing for Tyne-Tees
] King Henry Street, N.16 v

(01-254 4209). Do keep us posted Stockton Fiesta Club.

BRADFORD
SHOWCASE
By Andrew McLachlan

August 4 week
Flintshire (Thanks to B.B.
Agency)

August 11 week
Wales (Thanks to Chris
Banks)

August 18 week
Lancashire

EMO to all ioni
Please don’t tell us who you're
taking off. If you are good we’ll

know. !' not, we'll have fun
* * *
HE BYSTANDERS impressed

me as being one of the better
groups who, if they landed a hit
record, would be a national name in
no time. With a distinct leaning to
the Beachboys they build up to the
terrific rock finale, complete with
flashing lights and explosions, is
excellent.
* * *
ERE are times when one feels
distinctly out of one’s depth.
And while I'm only too happy to
view and review, | hope construc-
nvcly, I'm afraid this one stumps
en it comes to Spanish danc-
m* and singing I'm completely lost.

n spite of this | found the Com-
pania Escudero a very interesting
diversion _to the normal run of

cabaret. Three girls, a_principal boy
dancer plus guitarist Pedro Rameri
and singer dancer Sandra Escudero
made up an exceptionally colourful
company, the colour being
emphasised by several costume
changes.

Perhaps the Wakefield Kon-Tike
Club will be able to claim a grant
from the Arts Council for staging
the show. Perhaps they'll give me
one so 1 can go on a course and
learn a little more of what it's all
ahout. Or maybe cnlleaguc Pe(er
Hepple, who is

August 25 week
East Anglia
AVAILABLE FOR 1968/9 PANTOMIME
“WATCH OUT FOR HIS FIRST RECORD RELEASE"

HE seventh annual Big Show
will be presented as usual at
St. George's Hall on October 8 and
9. Organising Secretary Dick
ton, tells me he has engaged the
populnr Victor Soverall to star once
in, and local all-rounders Kenny
ob Anita will have a strong
spot on the bill catering for all
tastes. Talking to Mr, Bolton last
week, he mentioned the desire for
a top girl vocalist to complete the
show. He can be contacted at Warp
Dyers Social Club, 10 Worthing-
ton Street, Bradford.

All proceeds from St. George's
Hall and subsidiary concerts are
donated as always, to the Bradford
Branch for Mentally Hapdicapped
Chlldrvn

*

GAIETY ENTERTAINMENTS & ASS. COMPANY
High Street, Ramsey, Hunts, 3370, Whittlesey 2385

PHOTO REPROS

INEXPENSIVE — TOP QUALITY — QUICK SERVICE
PAMELA DONALD STUDIOS

38 LANGHAM STREET, LONDON, W.1. 01-636 0115

THE
MAYDELS

wish to thank
Dicky Leeman and “‘The Golden
Shot” team for their successful
television date, July 21st.

Also thanks to

*
MY paugmph re the acute short-
age of competent organists in
this dmnc( led to complaints from
my postman about his overweight
bag, and nearly also from Yours
Truly, who had a constant buzzing
in both eardrums from an over-
worked telephone. Many thanks for
all _enquiries, but the most influen-
rial person to contact in this de-
partment is Kenneth Priestley, 20
Mayo Crescent, Bradford 5, and
his number is 32199.

* * *
RANK BLAMIRES, District Sec-
retary of the Northemn Joint
Council, a body that controls enter-
l;unmcnl and entertainers in the

aficionado they tell me. will exphm
in words of one syllable (English,
please) what makes a zapateado
and when to yell old.

V-GS

AL'I'NOI‘GH London had a very wel

Each 4. b imertion.

Is.
6d. per quarter. El(l cl!ll Iln' 15s. per quarter.

ABDULLA & SAIDA

Original Hungarian Footjuggling. Acro

P,A. Chnsllolon N!ll, Chester. VC
SIR JAMES ALDRICH
Toastmaster
Phone: London 01-607 8628. VC

PETER CASSON
¢ Phantasy’
Ciubs, uc th\n Doncaster uczo

“THE FAMOUS CRUSADHS"
Authentic Carlbbean Stesiband
AND LIMBO-DANC

s

ERS
qum? Soochcul-v Fire Act
Telephone Siough 20582 or 32194 \VC

VAF

MARIE DUPREE EOUIT'
ve

“‘Grande Dame' of O.T.M.
Next two weeks Sconand

JIHW DE LANEY

Vocal, M
55 London Road. St.
St. Albans 57420

LEEROY & IRENE
Comedy Magic and |llusions. No Doves;

Just a Dead Duckl Tel. St. Albans
61061 or Bowmans Green 2135. ve

~ _ STROMBOLI & SILVIA
Sword Swallowing — Fice Ea

ting
Fiat 4, " mhy sumlovﬂ Rd..
Bowdon. 081-928 6675.

H.
DOUGLAS equal l’ll'd
lAV rnumou

handicap, ui in 36

‘spoiled his chances with
mnhum‘am-ll-ﬁhl&a’
mm-mm card showed

of clubs affili 1o it,
wishes to express his gratitude to
the multitude of orgamsations and

Reginald Williams for a wonder-
ful week at The Ashton Court
Country Club.

individuals who contributed so
pftmgmusiy to his recent testimonial Enquiries:
BILLY LOWNDES AGENCY

Frank has already thanked those
concerned by way of the local press 021-438 2070
and the club joumnal, but he has so Personal Management:
man\;| fri;nds l:h;oughou( the rc‘(cmn- ZENA JOSEPH
try that he asked me to remark on
this tangible tribute for his services i e
to clubland in general.

S S R R R -

Steve Martin

wishes to thank

MR JIM MUIR

of the

Sunshine Hotel. Jersey
who has kindly agreed to release him from his show owing to a severe
attack of laryngitis
STEVE hopes to be able to resume work from August 7th
\ onwards, and would welcome offers for weekly bookings
\ from this date

Steve Martin, 197A Kirkway, Alkrington, Middleton, Lancs.
Tel: Middleton 6828
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