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THE STAGE

[LINES from

CLUB CORNER

I HQ/_E' watched Zarseda, the

irvoyant, in a variety of
engagements over the past six years
and the

for you,” Reg “U

Millions™ was greeted
when he dropped in to take over a
major spot in a
? Al showbiz-
minded Blackpudlians believe that a

YI!US must be a wonderful break
nknown to

¢ known to be complet

more | have seen of him,
the more impressed [ have been
with his uncanny extra-sensory per-
ception.

People whom I have personally
1 be e strangers 10
him have joined him on stage and
within seconds he has been telling
them things which they thought
only known fo_themselves. Eminent

oY,

Doctor

Roy has club fixtures in the West
Country before he returns to Cape-
town to embark on a pé
round of African army camps, and
to record one or more series for his
vast radio following over there. But

he's still backing Britain ly
enough to have signed up loyhy a
lead part in Baron's “Alad-
din™ at Lewisham over the Christ-
mas/New Year season.

* *
ESPITE long and unswerving
allegiance to live entertainment
1 might think twice about incurring
much more than 100 miles a night
to see even the most glamorised
theatrical  production.  But
“Young In Heart” Welch is made
of altogether sterner swuff and dur-
ing the last four months she has
made the S500-mie round trip,
London-Blackpool and back, every
Tuesday since June 18 (that’s 18
times in all) to feast her eyes on her
pin-up lad, Ken Dodd in
Show™ at the Opera House. “Diddy
Ray” (Doddy's rﬂ name for this
sweet old dear—I reckon she’s well
over 70 though she admits only (0
“21 and a diddy-bit") one-lime
dresser to the Jate e Camney, is
now a cleaner at Westminster
Abbey choir school. She has been
worshipping the Nabob of Knorty-
ash from a seat in the stalls since
1961—and has seen every produc-
tion in which he has starred from
Liverpool to London, urnemouth
10 Blackpool. Ken thinks the world
her: “Such loyalty is over-
whelming,” he told me.
* *

*
NE of the most relaxed songsters
in the business, albeit one of
Britain’s most dynamic entertainers
—to wit, Vince Hill. Throughout
the summer, in the Tommy

Blac! Winter Gardens
been scorng
unerringly, selling like hot cakes.
And, believe me, he can still. and
will, go much further, for he’s fresh,
sincere, and vitalised with the urge
10 stay up top. Recordwise there's
a mnew LP, “You Forgot to
Remember” (a J4-tracker) coming
out in time to {émpt Father Christ-
mas, and although this lad’s prop-
erly on guard against over-exposure,
he will nevertheless be seen guesting
in imminent spectaculars with
Mike Yarwood, Billy Cotton, and
Harry Corbett. A four-week runa-
round of the Australian Scene
(with  one-man-band,  secretary,
road-manager Emie Dunstall) starts
in Sydney November 11, but Vince
will be back in time to rehearse for
pantomime, * hittington™ (in
the titular role) opening Sheffield
L December 24, Truly a great

life—if you can stick the pace.

Ray a

the police—
all have been among the many who
have him—and found
enlightenment.

t
In the 20 weeks resident season
he has just at
Sands Casino, the amazing Zaraeda
has consofidated his already great
ens of of

T
visitors to the resort have gone
away marvelling at his o

MODEST JOHNNIE

MUSIC HALL

MISCELLANY
By ELLIS ASHTON

RICHARD GOOLDEN, though
he will not see three score
years and ten again certainly gets
about. He represented the
Music Hall Society at the Fourth
International Congress of Circus
Fans held in Barcelona. A surpris-
ing number of the nalives speak
English, and plied Richard with
uestions about Music  Hall.
hough he has not told me so
himself, I understand he was_quite
a hit ed an able ambassa-
dor for Brntish show business.
Member David Bames, Secretary
of the Circus Fans iati
s(goke on the world

ircus, and his pithy comments
made a great impact on delegates
from many nations.

Member John Fisher is the latest

insight—which, incidentally, is dis-
played in a very showmanlike
shion—and

is about to commence a clubs tour
of the major towns and cities from
Cardiff to Edinburgh. There's an
offer of a two-month season in
Canada followed by a fortnight in
the States he would very much like

fit it in.

E name of Zaraeda is invari-

ably linked with Johnnie St
George, the debonair young man
who presents him. Johnnie, of
course, is an artist in his own right,
balladeer of rare calibre—a
modest fellow scemingly content
always to take a back seat. So he
came to Blackpool specifically to
introduce the mind-reader—he does
talk like a book—and assist as
required. Then one night early dur-
ing the season he agreed (o stand in
for an indisposed vocal headliner
And his offering of a handful of

songs—impeccably delivered in a
style that combines some of the
ty A iies of
Tony Bemnnett, J y and

Martin—sparked off such
enthusiasm  among _ the  Sands
regulars, G (man-

ager) rewarded him with bill-top
status for several subsequent weeks.
The story has gone round—the
lad’s rapid elevation has stirred
interest among the recording people.
Negotiations are already afoot and
it seems certain there's promotion
just round the corner—though
Johnny and his boss both realise
it may well mean dissolution of
their six years' old association. And
that is not a pleasant l):)ughl.

CABARET has just about quad-
rupled business this year at
Blackpool and a pér-
spicacious manager in Peter Bard
(a Fortes graduate) is going all out
0 consolidate the happy result
Expansion, possible extensions, and
top line artists figure in his plans
to keep this town-centure luxury
hotel well in the forefront. Among
recent attractions Austrina’s pre-
sentation proved notably successful
Arresing publicity plus exquisite
pictures of this charming Austrian
lass, with promise of exciting
Arabian dances and spectacular
costumes, pulled capacity two hours
before she was due on. And i
wasn't only the men who came to
o and ash—a reputed £2,000
wardrobe is irresistible bait for the
ladies, and those haunting Mexican
and Spanish folk songs she warbles
(self-accompanied on guitar) are
anyone's cup of tea. Come again
Austrina.
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ABDULLA & SAIDA

Fam. Cont. Foot Juggling, Acro., Plate
Spinning, also Musical Speciality. Vac.
208h Oct.—Panto., Cab., Clubs. P.A
Christieton Hall, Chester, Ches. vC
SIR JAMES ALDRICH
Toastmaster to the nobility
Phone: London 01-607 8628. VC

" BIG BILL BUSHKIN
The Family's Favourite Organist
P.A.: Ruckina Farm, Barling, Essex

PETER CASSON
“‘Mypnotic Phantasy™'

Ctubs. stc. Phone Dcﬂcll:.f 88426
“THE FAMOUS CRUSADERS"
Authentic Caribbean Sleeiband
AND LIMBO-DANCERS
Featuring Spectacular Fire Act
Telephone ENTERPROL HAR 3737.

VG
JACK DAGMAR, MURIEL GAYE

Song — Comedy — Dance

Cabaret, Concerts, Ciubs. 01-359 1033

v
World FREDDY GORDON FRepute
Personality Percussionist, Compere,
Beyond Compare. 0273 64773. ve

KEYSTOWES
1st Class Dog Act, Rollerbalancing &
Acro. Cartoons. Also Wire Act as seen
in “'Far From The Madding Crowds™.
Booking all types shows, indoor and
outdoor functions. Mill Lane, Hors-
monden, Tonbridge, Kent. ve

V.AF. JIMMY DE LANEY EQUITY

Female Impersonator

Vocal. Mnmcra, “Music Hall’* memories
55 London Road, St. Albans, Herts.

St All?.ru 57420 - vC

LEEROY & IRENE
Spectacular illusion and comedy magic
Tel. St. Albans 61061 or Bowmansgreen
2135. Ve

C.B.S. Records. Currently Nairobi
(55, Ena. invited) 027364773
ROY SPEED — Pianist
(Ten years Holiday Camps — Hotels)
24 Stonecliff Pk., Welton, Lincoln.

Vi

STROMBOLI & SILVIA
Sword Swallowing — Fire Eating
Flat 4, ““Gadley”, Stamford Road,
Baowdon, ire. 061-928 6675 VC

LEICESTER
SCENE

by

Arthur Kirby

cil has now details of the
iggest entertainment  programme

0 break into print with "J‘ol;n

Julie _Ifuiswher

Sincerely thanks HUGHIE GREEN,

MILO LEWIS, LEN MARTEN, DORIS

BARRY for “Opportunity Knocks"”,

and a big thank you to ail Tech-

nicians, Floor Staff and all con-
cerned.

AFEW VACANTDATES 1968 |

Enquiries invited for 1969
VARIETY, O.T.M.H., CRUISES, CABARET
AND SUMMER SEASON.

5

Enquiries 1o:
8 Cosbycote Avenue,
Herne Hill, S.E.24.
01-274 6177.

Fisher's Magic Book™ y
Frederick Muller, which sets out
to educate the ordinary man to
become the complete entertainer.
John, as a ieenager, represented
Great Britain in Intemational
Magic Show n;{ued at the annual

Brotherhood of Magicians.

My recent reference in these notes
to the Players Theatre moved John
Roan to e from Leicester to say
visited London,

in Villiers Street.
standable if you are looking for a
conventional type of building. The
Players is, however, actually a con-
verted rallway arch, which is per-
haps the very reason that it is
standing and as popular as it was
a century ago.

I must point out, however, that
it is a tlub, and you 0 be
a_member or to know one to gain

bigg

of the year, the “C d Per-
formance”. The club chosen to
stage this mammoth attraction is
the Belgrave Liberal Club in Mel-
ton Road. Artists taking part in-
clude the Clevedon Sound,

oung

The hst-named act, incidentally,
is the onmly local act on the bill
and this will surely wind up a great
year for Barry Young, a year
which began disastrously when his
former partner decided to call it a
day and Barry found himself with-
out_“‘Les Girls”, and had to start
again atmost from scratch.

How well he and the girls suc-
ceeded is obvious from his inclusion
in the show which will be held on
Friday, November 29. Tickets can
be obtained from most entertain-
ment secretaries, price 5/-.

* * *
ITH more and more profes-

sional acts coming our way it
o evitabl tard of

A p 15 a won-
derful investment, and I've taken
many a happy party there, my only
regret being that my own activities
prevent my r;guhr d.

To All Friends—Past, Present
and Future

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

BILLY deURNS
ZENA WARE

THE ENTERTAINING PAIR
LONDON ADDRESS: OR:
The Studio, “Stanmore”’,
18 Craybury End, 57 Cross Road,
Eltham, S.E.9. Birchington-on-Sea, Kent.
Tel.: 855 4308. Tel.: Thanet 42691.

And speaking of railway arches,
Lodwick, a greal STAGe
reader and buyer (the two don't
of necessity go hand in hand), for
little success when searching for
the remains of the Canterbury, the
very fist Music Hall, in Westmin-
ster Bridge Road. This was reached
a arch, still to be seen,
with the walls covered in mosaic.
The site of the Hall is now used

Tommy Evans, who lives near me
in Islington, is trymg to find the
site of the Essex Music Hall, appar-
ently near Collins. Despite my re-
search I've had no luck. Can any-
p us?

Do keep us posted with news at
Iv'l’(’i)nz Henry Street, N.16 (01-254

was i that ¢
accompaniment would have to rise
to meet the chalkn*:. and rise it
most certainly has. No artist néed
fear that the act will be spoiled by
indifferent backing these days.

Take the following clubs for
instance: Belgrave Liberal (Frank
Wickens and his quartet), North
Evington  ( Boonham),
Scraptoft Valley (Peter Hayward),
d Shoe (Stanley Calv

F
H
£
5
{
H
:

West End WMC (Ron
Birstall Social Club_(Geoff
Braunstone  WMC

Good

3

Xmas this year st the Esplanade Theatrs, Bognor Regls —

WELL!  Would You Believe It!
DU-MARTE et DENZAR

Al
VACANT for PANTOMIME

50 “SKELETONS ALIVE" 50
All comms:
29b, GT. GEORGES ROAD, WATERLOO,
LIVERPOOL 22. TEL. 051-928 8018

SHOWCASE
By Andrew Mclachlan

ITH such fierce competi-

tion between the variety
and theatre clubs in the West
Riding, and more due to be
opened, one wonders how the
W.M. Clubs continue to thrive
in face of such strong opposi-

PIANIST AND ORGANIST ENTERTAINER

PETER HAYWARD

(KING OF THE KEYS)

OFFERS INVITED FROM DECEMBER 1, 1968
OWN ORGAN—SOLOIST OR ACCOMPANIST
(SPECIALITY ACT)

Read, Busk, M.D., Cabaret, Dance, Jazz, Straight
First class offers only.

ENQUIRIES TO .R. M. L. NEAL, TEL.: LEICESTER 21889

their respective ch
It's true that many acts would

like to see a drummer included at

some of these clubs, but this will
surely come in fime.

The facts are that most clubs are
paying out more now for_enter-
tainment than they ever did pre-
viously and such extras will just
have to wait a bit longer.

* * *

THERE is general feeling in the

city that B.B.C. Radio Leicester
is not treating the club population
with the respect  deserves.

The only airspace devoted 10
club news is one 10-minute spot
every Sunday moming. Out of this
goes seven minutes. SPOris NEws,
leaving three minutes for a fast run-
down on the proceeding week's
shows.
For a city which boasts that one-
third of the population is a
Club member, this is preposterous.

A promise made some months
ago that a recording would be
made of a “Shop Window" has
not been kept.

It looks on the face of it that local
radio couldn’t care less about club
HEWS.

* * *

THE new L.AOB. Club was

officially opened the other day.

Interested acts should write_to the

new entertainment secretary Tommy

Carton, c/o LAOB. WMC,

Madras Road, Leicester.

* * *
EEN RECENTLY: Carol Ann
Jones  (great talemt), the

Voyagers (three youngsters who

can sing in four languages), Tomy

Laurence {(a good singer with

a touch of comedy), Glen Dale

(formerly with the Fortunes, now a

great solo act), Reg Guest Trio

(always a treat to histen to), Bobby

Knoxall (a comic in the Norman

Collier/Bobby  Pattinson  class),

Ricky and Shirley Young (never
ive a bad performance), the

nternationals S| (a Coven-
try group with a difference), Vince

Eager (former pop idol who is still

tops in my ).

Waksh), New Parks (Bob Kaye), tion. ]
City of Leicester (Jack True, star atiractions are
Manchester WMC (Cecil P. Arm- more lhable to e large
son), all these ists, whether nmt. sm:ll b‘cnmc:‘ Il’:nn(;“ n

i i i - L rd_core
AT e of entertainment at the W.M.

Clubs round this way is
centred mainly on Saturdays
and Sundays. Bingo and
dances, with the odd special
concert are the order of the
day and this caters for the
majority of members who use

the concert hall during the
week.

Executive ~ members  of
various clubs in the city, how-
ever, see no immediate

danger to their bar sales from
the power game men.

* T
’I‘HE Lyceum Rainbow Club

appears 10 be holding its
own, and since this venue was
the very first in the area to
introduce  the = stars,  that
policy remains.

1 ‘called the other
when  the mp-hxgny
Brothers topped the bill, an
act with the fastest and most
intricate “ routines in the busi-
ness. | thought the patter was
a trifle lengthy at times but
who can blame the
having a breather
sequences that sap the energy.

lso  on _the bi

Al

comedian  Tony  Dowl
whose spot 1 just missed fol-
lowing a mad dash
Keighley. Last week
Lyceum featured Freddy and
the Dreamers with the Lin-
acre Brothers in support.

* * =
L(XZAL comic, Harry Foster,

a fast patter man if ever
there was and who I consider
to have some of the most
ofiginal material in clubland,
tells me he is to a r at

week

the new Keighley . Club
when impressionist Peter
Goodwright tops.

PR te

A firm favourite with Brad-
ford clubgoers since his spell
with the Tomboys, a local
group now permanently resi-
dent in the United States,
Harry is cqually at home as
a balladeer and his rich tenor
voice is u as an integral
part of his show.

No. 1
MALE
ACCOMPANIST

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY

to back name act

FIRST CLASS OFFERS ONLY INVITED
Box: A 789, c/o "‘The Stage™.

WANTED

THEATRES, CINEMAS,
HALLS etc.

for BINGO

also required

CLUBS

small or large as going concerns or neglected.
Willing to pay realistic but not silly prices.
LEASEHOLD OR FREEHOLD
Box No. C 13077, c/o “The Stage”

‘THE STAGE’ IS THE SHOP
WINDOW OF THE PROFESSION

“edia Cormpainy Limited

b om b ) s meinT el



