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SACHA DISTEL
things goin,
vnously unfair.
cream: dreamy,
the-lights way that makes any
woman feel intensely susceptible.

has so many

sings
let’s-turn-down-

is the best. He
can play guit a way that will
not disgrace him in the company
of the world’s best jazzmen. He
is acknowledged as the best skier
in show business. He even has
academic qualifications, being a
philosophy graduate. On top of all
this he is devastatingly handsome.
What makes lim  particularly
astute, however, leading me to think
that he should have majored in
psychology as well. hat he is
not content just to woo the lad
In some strange way, though it is
probably remarkably easy to a man
of his talents, he manages to quickly
win the support of the men as well.

He can write good songs, of which
“The Good Lif

His showmanship. though con-
siderable, is marvellously
restrained : s charm. though ir-
resistible. tinged with a modesty

that is not only becoming but com-
pletely natural.

As for his act at the Savoy Hotel,
I commend it for the attention of
all those who donsider that the
secrets of cabaret  success lie in
being (a) over-confident. (B) over-
loud, and (c) over-long. Sacha
Distel’s show lasts just over 30
minutes and it would not be im-
proved if it were just five minutes
longer. The act has been conceived
with forethought and is cxecuted
with rare skill and taste.

IN the comer of the Blue Angel
lounge the other night 1 found Paul
Tracey, just back from a pan-
tomime season at Norwich and
looking forward to cabaret and
summer show—his wife, Hea
Barbour, shortly commences —a
children’s tv series for the BBC.
who tells me

side of the business following the
disbandment_of his act Jamie and
he College Boys.

the

And not forgetting Carl
Lewis, selling the merits of his latest
signing. Blue Angel artist of the
week Ross Moran. Ross. who has
recently arrived from Canada, sings
numbers, mainly of his own com-
position, to a guitar  self-ac-
companiment and has recently been
heard on some of the late-night
radio programmes.

A toothsome twosome who made
a hit in a special guest appearance
at the Blue last week were Chris
and Eileen O'Connor, the Irish girls

from Coventry who were recently
on tv's “Good Old Days”, They
are likely to play an extended

season at the Berkeley Street spot
before long,

* * *
A MINOR campaign close to my
heart i to throw & small spotlight
on to those faces I consider to have
television potential. Paul Tracey,
mentioned above, is a case in point.
being just the type of artist, 1 would
have thought. for the programmes

designed for young viewers.
Another with the same kind_of
quality is Johonie Lee, who has just
returned to L'Hirondelle after a

long absence. Johnnie has
developed into one of the best
relatively unknown cabaret en-

tertainers I have ever seen, bringing
his always cheerful personality to
(hc fore and enveloping the room
a  party atmosphere. His
r('pcr(o": of songs is phenomenal.
ugh his personal choice veers
(owards Country and Western. with
a vcrsnon of “Little Green Apples™
a sta

umival a Go Go” is drawing
towards its close at LHimndtlle
though Johnnie will be stayin,

for the new show, which will :nvc
a Western motif and will obviously
be right up his street. How Singalese
singer mee will fare in Dodge
City remains to be seen but my
guess is that East will hit West
in no uncertain fashion. Jane Sut-
ton, who has made a big personal
success in the current L'Hirondelle
show, will be moving over to the
Boulogne.

No news of tv yet for Don
Charles, my selection of a fortnight
ago, but he has had the distinction
of being the only male singer I

ther sampling the currently bl

“MEANDERINGS”

MEANDERING in
week: hope it doesn‘l turn lo
. On TV:

TRIPLE TALENT

-u.y—m girl -nn a lovely
lovely a most
beautiful volu

Lynn Holland has rchnlIy been

on cruises described as
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night life scene in Scotland and
frankly 1 don't know whether to
believe her when she says that the
bizarre Imnsmg rcgul.mons North
of the Border mean that in some
clubs the bar closes at 10 but the
place remains open until the small
hours with the customers drinking
tea and lemonade! But Lynn is well
worth lingering over a cup of tea
for because she is a singetr of
powerful —attraction with a real
voice which has just enough edge
10 put one in mind of Edith Piaf.

A couple of youngsters who have
made quite an impression since they
arrived in London from Australia.
Steve and Stevie swing along in
a relaxed manner that comes across
to full effect in their bossa nova
medley, lhnugh they get more emo-
tional in “Summertime™. They have
yet to do a tv or ndw date, t
have an LP out on the Major-
Minor label,

* *

Alan Haynes and his gang at the
Havajah offer a late-night pick-me-
up which is admirably diverse and
diverting. It commences with a pot-
ted version of “*Mame”—guess who
plays the title role?—and concludes
with a series of impressions—and
I do mean impressions. not im-
personations—of Sandie Shaw, Cilla
Black and Millicent Martin.

In the middle the singing talents
of his supporters are showcased.
with Lorie n doing a beautiful
2On a Clear Day"”: Rosemary

ith, a dancer in “Funny Girl"
and “Sweet Charity”. airing her
vo_al cords in current pops: and

‘y‘Tkmey telling us. in common
wit!

town at the moment. that for once
in his life he has someone who
needs him.

* * *

THE week’s really new face—and
it's a beautiful one—belongs to
Tanzy, seen last week at Acton’s
Silver Dollar. Strictly speaking.
though. she is by no means a
newcomer to show business, for she
has spent eight of her 20 years
around the profession. most
recently with the Nocturnes, the
four-boy. two-girl group whose
smooth yet exciting sound has been
heard in ballrooms in London and
the north.

The girl from Manchester has a
well varied solo offeripg. featuring
beat numbers, medleys of standards.
mood-changing ballads and even
finishes with a touch of the tap.
She has recently passed two ex-
acting the high stan-

can recall secing at the
Ros Club. Don come in at short
notice in place of Judy Ginn, who
was stricken with laryngitis the day
after she opened at the club. He
has, too, landed himself the gig of
a lifetime, four weeks in a Malta
club, for which he is taking the
wife and kids, who will live with
him in a flat overlooking the sea,
with somebody coming in to do
the cooking and cleaning. And
gets wages as well!

Edmundo Ros is scheduled to be
absent from his own club for a
while when he makes his now an-
nual tour of Japan, for which he
is taking the full orchestra and
Cuban bombshell Maria Llerena.

*
IF music halls ever come back
Chubby Oates should be in there
ﬂllchmg for this Cockney comedian
as a lot of the checkiness and
quick wits of one of the all-time
greats in my book. Max
In fact, Chubby's performance
shows that if Max were around
today he would be a natural for
cabaret. The Bestcellar. which has
developed into what I should call

an essentially Cockney room. is Who knew him, not only for his capa-
made to measure for Chubby's '.':':x::' — L'.';'.‘:":,:' Mb‘l;"' ."" ':"
style, in which he blends good yion in general

humour with a gentle aggression
(meaning that no customer ever gets
the better of him). Stripping down
to the kind of leotard worn by
an old-time strong man, Chubby
ets off with a demonstration of
re—nlml—xlmpl{nbecnusc he says,
he is too lazy t n a song.

he Social/Concert

ler. glvlng her usual strong support to the
artists.

dards of the Batley Varicty Club
and a flying-colours audition with
Mercury Records, who will be
releasing her first disc shortly.
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THE LONDON CONCEIT PARTIES'
10N Feb:

ASSOCIATIO!
cn wcdnm-y, Feb-
ruary ﬂ'a at the Black Horse, Rathbone

Place, mnc. of mem-
bers Iﬂl M the weather
eondlilonl outs|

BILLY D\IINS " AND ZENA WAI'IE
occupied tM Chair .nd presented
fine show. arlists appearing
—BABS CANPENTEH ioﬁl‘lno.

Y and

singer, J mo I MARGARET
illusionists, Ind ALLAN 5 come-
dian, making -olem rm visit to
these luncli 3 IILLV IUINS himself
con tories, and

resident .I‘nm. \'n ALVA WOO0D,

All  Members of Association
were grieved to learn ol the death of
COLIN CLAUDE, the previous Trea-

in high esteem and aftection by all

his

a lot of other singers around |,

'mber get
mollon to AGM?

Beer output last year 1,131 milllon
gallons; highest for 50 vears:
crease over l96'7 27 miltion, En-

tertainery msible for good
deal of Increnhdlmlly and in-
directly. Breweries ought to sub-
sidise them a bit more.

GLC Parks Department runs about
largest Municipal Entertainments
complex in world. Proof? Get
copy of Open Air, Cavell
House, 1 Chring Cross Road,
London W.C.2.

Crystal Palace and Hampstead
Heath remain under GLC juris-
diction by law but  other

homughﬁ since mew act came
into force, claiming parks and
open spaces in their district.
%me Etkt adjacent to several

boroughs. Discussions  could
result breaking up valuable orga-
nisations.

day.

Sm-l: " hi hopes there were for
Sund. umn«va Bil. Dashed
by narrow, voclf!mus bigotry.

Seuidc entertainments director an-
nounces last year's Slmdzy ‘on-
certs were ‘a fop’. Was
general? Are Sunday Observance
Restrictions partly to blame? Also

about late

that a city with such a vast
early club going public as
Bradford can fail (o atract the
early morning birds too.

¢ Lyceum is the only late
nnduvom 10 survive, as far as
cabaret is concerned, but of
course they are extremely
choosy about their tvpe of

ments of summer season star
names: loohulouolnhrochm
and affect booki

During  recent mnnovnsv about

Harry L-uder lhe hit.

v pop groups
should be eligible. is MBE
the summit to wldd light cnter-
tainers can aft r Geol
Wood’s OBE? A further ‘level
ling down’ would seem to be
called for.

TYNE TEES TOPICS

Tony

THAT great clairvoyant and artist
Zareada is again fascinating cus-
tomers at Newcastle Nightspots.
The remarkable revelations that
this man can make from a single
item taken off a customer is
amazing. | must admit T was always
sceptical until one night several
years ago when one of the items he
eld was my driving licence and 1
became a convert to his amazing
skills. As usual he is ably assisted
in his shows by that brilliant young
singer Johnny St. George.

* *

DOWN at Newton Aycliffe Work-
ingman’s Club the other night was
a show that would have done an:
theatre proud. Topping the bill
were those talented entertainers
“The Flowerpot Men” whose mag-
nificent act was surprisingly versa-
tile. In support (and that seems such
an unfair description on this occa-
sion) was an excellen! singer with a
mng}uy voice Johnny Terry. A range
1 octaves las this young man
vary his act from ‘Little Arrows’
to ‘Exodus’. well, providing the
laughs, that grand lnsh funnyman,
whom I have never seen perform
anything ‘blue’, Frank Carson.
Followmg Frank’s recent win on
Hor(umly Knocks things are
rv:n y gomg fcr him with spots
Cotton Band
Show' Al] Winners O.K. Show’,
'Old Tyme Music Hal’, and on

*

¢

Tyne Tees Television.

* * *
BACK in the ion, this time at
the Top Hat Club, Spennymoor,

everyone's favourite artist Dic
Valentine. Dickie was of course
staying in the ‘best digs in _the
world” which is how he described
them in a large advert he placed
in this paper. As they are only two
streets away from the home of
your humble scribe you know
where 1 will be next time I am
thrown out. The lady who rum this
‘home from home' is Mrs. G

* * *

NOW settled into his new office at
5 Mary Street is Crad Tudor (for-
merly Bristol Fashion) Correspon-

dent on this paper) who has taken

inlerest avid up {0 over the top job as Manager of the
"The nexi Soclal will be North East Clubs Variety Associa-
March 19 with BARBARA pAucv |,. tion. He is being ably assisted by
the Chair and Members are reminded | the charming Mrs. Jean Hall,
m.m:, “mﬂl gm'/m o ""b,“ IN for a full week at Fai

whi be made with the Secre. | Social Club at the beginning of

KWAI!S CHRISTIE.

March is a young man who has

Lines reporti

become a legend in his own lifetime
Johnny y—a truly fantastic
club performer if 1 saw one.

* * *

THE scene is a Stripperama at a
Dockland Club and a ralented
singer brings the house down. Two
weeks later at the Kardson, North
Shields, a very difficult club for
artists, and the same man is
equally successful. His name Danny
Eckstine a talented coloured sin,
from Barbados who is long ove

for his big br

* o *
THEY were at Sunderland’s Porama

Club last week and are at the Bird-
Club, Newusl:le this week.

enter

* * *
STAR guests at Holme Wood
Social last week were the
Jimmy Crawford Four, a
combo 1 consider to be one of
the best of its type in the
business today, but why on
carth has a top billed act to
be scheduled to appear as late
as 10.30 p.m. when everyone
is preparing to go home? Had
the act been of inferior yuality
to the Jimmy Crawford boys
then the Concert Hall would
probably have*l?cen empty.

I HOPE readers of this
column saw comedian Dennis
Jones on the Hughie Green

. I have been following
Dennis’s progress in ‘he clubs
since he was a “Charity
Shows"” only—and proud to
do them—entertainer, and the
transformation has been re-
markable. I hope you enjoyed
his performance.

*
FOLLOWING my recent
paragraph on “Drag Acts” in
Bradford, when 1 mentioned
that they hadn’t taken a big
hold in the area, I have re-
ceived a_lot of mail on the
subject. One letter from Jimmy
De Laney suggests agents
should contact him and the
many others in this field of
entertainment with offers
work here and perhaps we
would know what female im-
pcrwnsnon is all about. 1
lieve Mr. De Laney missed the
point, because my concluding
remarks were that Terry Dur-
ham was such an unusual and
popular drag act that I doubt

any other could arouse
more interest here. Okay?

FNALLY, 1 u% m:_. e
oger of orthfleet
Traders (pdv-ru) Club, is now ilyn

ired for M.
e 2 st

Hekn Gordon, who
m;hﬁdm

contact at
4319 re a bu-hh date.

cage
They are a
group called “We 4" who have )usl
waxed their first plnu:r for Major

inor t's called ‘Candy
Floss Man'".

TWO new luxuries at my home (7
Pm Terrace, Vilme Road,
erland) we are now on ﬂze
pllonc, so you m if
desire call wus Sunderland
76794 but not Ioo late at night
please because of the by—
thats the other luxury.

WINTER GARDENS
FACE LIFT

SIR LESLIE JOSEPH, chairman
of the entertainments division of
Fortes, has revealed plans for a
quarter-million-pound face-lift for
Morecambe Winter Gardens.

The theatre is to continue with
regular seasonal entertainment
and details of a lavish summer
show are shortly to be an-
nounced, by Fortes, the new
owners. The ballroom is to be
completely redesigned and con-
verted -for additional use as a
conference centre.

“It will be hotted up in a big
way—really brought up to date,”
said Sir Leslie, and added that
Fortes were anxious to continue
the theatre's reputation for good
summer shows.

“A show is in the process of being
booked at the moment. We have
two shows under consideration
and it is likely to be one of
these. The only hint I can give
you at the moment is that it will
be a ‘high season’ show lnsunx
buwcen nine and 10 weeks,

The theatre is unlikely to be re-

at the

JEAN BARRINGTON

THE GOLDEN VOICE
Happy to be joining Duggie
Chapman’s MUSIC HALL REVUE
once again as leading lady

" April 7th: Victoria, Halifax

Summer Season: PLAZA, JERSEY

Chapman’s Music Hall Tour

Barry Burnett Org. Ltd., 6A Maddox Street

SPRING TOUR
March 10th: Grand, Swansea
March 17th: T.R., Bath

March 24th:
Richmond Theatre

March 31st:
Richmond Theatre

April 14th: Gaiety, Ayr

April 21st: Pavilion, Glasgow
April 28th: Pavillon, Glasgow
May 5th: Kings, Southsea
May 12th: Civic, Barnsiey

OCTOBER

SOUTH AFRICA
Direction: Keith Whitall

London, W.1
Tel. 409 8741

Gompany Ligiisd



