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WOOD BY
WORSLEY

lF there were any reserva-

tions about my attitude
towards “The Stage” awards
for club acts of the year last
Thursday’s performance at the
Bailey organisation’s club
Latino in South Shields turned
me into an enthusiastic advo-
cate of the scheme. It did not
seem possible that club acts
could make good music hall.
But they did!

The North-east area progrdmme
produced by Terry Cantor is
reported in this issue by Colin
Hutchinson. He was one of the
panel 1 was privileged to “ chair.”
The others were Mortimer Bennitt
— at one time chairman of the
Little Theatre Guild of Great
Britain. He knows you know — on

his recommendation 1 urge my
“fellow Geordies” to see the
Newcastle Playhouse * Aladdin "

pantomime during the forthcoming
festive season.

Tony Boyd, a young man with
“ variety veins.” (Was | surprised
when compere Cantor told the
audience that *“ Personality Kid
Boyd " is the son of the late Cissie
Williams, the most famous
“ booker " since the late Eddie
Darling — the Keith Albee man
who introduced many all English
bills at the Palace, New York);
Roy Smith — Tyneside's most
popular pub-keeper — they regard
Mr. and Mrs. Smith as a sort of
younger edition of Jack and Annie
Walker — and remember Roy as
lad of the Five Smith

one of the grandest
ever heard in

the big
Brothers,
singing groups
variety.

Reg Swinson, M.B.E.
secretary of the Variety
Benevolent Fund. Durln
as hon. chairman of the Variety
Artistes Federation, Mr Swinson
was the secretary. It was then I
was first able to assess his unique
natural gift as an organiser. He
has worked whole-heartedly on all
the awards productions which have
provided him with plenty of swge
for his abilities. Next Monday
will “ Walk with the Queen — nor
lose the common touch. Then he
will deal with the crowds for the
club awards finals — and keep his
virtue.”

Walter  Williamson.  General
manager of Tyne-Tees Television.
He sat on my left during the
judging and transmitted his Tyne-
Tees appreciative radiation of the
acts to me. Terence Wynn — great
personal friend of mine. He is a
former executive Tyne-Tees Tele-
vision Executive Producers and
National Chairman of the Catholic
Writers Guild.

That's a pretty good nel and
it is interesting to note in the

s we gave to the acts we
were almost unani
B.B.C.

Bravo! Bailey Clubs and thanks
to BB.C.-North who interviewed
me prior to the Awards Show.
The B.B.C. TV duestions were
asked by Michael Rod, a superb
interviewer. After this enjoyable
encounter I went on to South
Shields Latino Club from Broad-
casting House in Newcastle-upon-

eneral
riistes
my years

Tyne (1 knew it when it was a
maternity hospital — and it’s still
delivering).

MUSIC

| B

HALL

The B.B.C. newscastet gave
“The Stage” a couple of good
plugs as well as recognising my
own genius — about which I've
never argued. The effect of my

talking in my own " Geordie™

dialect prompted 81 year old
James Howle to telephone the
Club Latino to uy “When 1 saw

you on the George Robey TV
Show, I thought you'd gone all
“ stucl kup " but you were clever
tonight just talking natural.”

All concerned with these fantas-
tic functions -— particularly the
V.A.BF. and E.B.F. and the pane|s

to be grateful to
Stanley Henry and John W. Smith
or the Balley Orgahisation — with
the emphasis on the V.LP.
treatment we were given by their
roductions manager Pamela Troy
she could give points even to the
wonderful T.W.A. hotesses I've
flown with), R. Hughes, a catering
manager who gets full Egon Ronay
rating from me and G. Hildren, an
excellent executive with a sense of
humour.

The Mayor of Sunderland is a
woman and a grn( lady. The
Mayor of South Shields worthy of
his position as first gentleman of
the borough. The two mayors, with
the help of Messrs Cantor and
Swinson, presented all the club
professionals with the magnificent
parchment  diplomas  signifying
their selecuon, snined by Bernard
Deifont, President
and Vlc&Pruldem Leslie MacDon-
nell, O.B.E. Frank Conerford, on
behalf of “ The Stage.”

I had to get in the act to tell
the packed audience that it was
fitting that variety had come to
the North East ‘“back to it's
beginnings,” because there, in the
late eighties of Queen Victoria's
reign the Water Rats was born,
and the Order brought into being
the Variety Artistes Benevolent
Fund and Institution.

NORTH-EAST RETURN

In 1908 when the fund was
started they had music hall in
South Shields, North Shields and
even High Shields. A young agent
named Sydney Burns booked High
Shields acts. He had to travel from
West Hartlepool (never thinking he
would be one of the lucky people
to be Tommy er's lop man!).
So you see the V.A.B.F. and
variety return to the North- Eut
And what we saw at Bailey's

Club Latino is not just variety

it is music hall. It was hm

hunw:rmlnl to see
young fessi
giving such first-rate acts.
The selccncn of the club artists
for the gala Performance at the
Palace Theatre, Manchester on
December 1 was 1 understand a
most_difficult one. It pleased me
that Ted Gollop, the Moss Empires

“ booker " will attend. He
is a true lover of the music
hall. My uess is that he

will be surprised at the quality
and variety of the offerings and
how most of them will prove as
successful in a music hall as they

have in clubs. There is not the
dividing line I'd hitherto imagined.
Let's encourage these young

entertainers. They are better
getting hooked on guitars than
they are getting hooked on
dope or demonstrations.

WHAT IT'S ALL ABOUT

Albert Stevenson .9.") of the BBC with London Week-End’s Clifford Castle

at Bournemouth,

th have one ond in view to spot and nroom major talen

— The Stage Awards provide them with just that opportunity

\EXCELLENTLY STAGED-}
SUPERBLY HOSTED

— The Tyne Tees Show

Report on the Tyne Tees Area Production ‘Stage’ Club Acts of the
Year, from Colin Hutchinson,

Posters outside the Club Latino, South Shields herald the near
future arrival of International stars TINY TIM and BOB MONK-
HOUSE, but even these house-hold names will be hard pushed to
surpass the electric atmosphere which gripped the club last Thurs-

day night for the “ Stage”

Club Acts of the Year Tyne Tees Area

edmon. And what better venue for this glittering North East night
for the Latino is the headquarters of the Bailey Organisation
Europe’s largest nightclub empire. The club was packed to capacity
and there must have been some sore throats and hands with cheer-
ing and clapping for the applause and shouts for more would
have made the biggest star feel proud.

Husband and wife duo STEVE
JACKSON AND SUNNY BROWN
from Barnsley got the show off to

a storming start with a well
presented vocal harmony spot.
Then came 5ft. 4in. comedian

WALLY HARPER, the undoubted
big success of the evening. His
rapid fire gags had the audience
begging for a breather to massage
aching sides. Wally who originates
from Manchester Kad made a 700
mile round trip from South Wales
specially for the show. His finale
— real show stopper — of over 20
non-stop impressions while singing
Tom Jones' ‘Green, Green Grass
of Home ' was a comedy classic.

Tyne Tees Television high rank-
ing executive Walter iamson
must have summed up the feelings
of the audience when he said to
me “one of the best comedians I
have seen in years."

It had to be a strong act to
achieve the near impossible follow-
ing Wally Harper and to their
praiseworthy credit country and

western pair WuUMP AND
WERBLE rose to the occasion
splendidly.

Batting on home ground
Bailey/SAS singer STUART
GASTON, tall, slim and immacu-
lately dressed with looks not

unlike Scott Walker gave a very
polished and professional perform-
ance and for me the of

playing comedian STEVE BRYAN
from Stockport who has just
finished a summer season in
Blackpool with Worth,
opened the final part of the show.
with some most original and
punchy patter that had the crowd
whispering he's destined for star-
dom, and to further delight the
audience he wound up by playing
and singing George Fol £
‘ Leaning on a Lampost.”

Johnny Hammond, who comes
from the North East, unfortunately
had to cry off at the last minute
because of iliness but while his
non-appearance ‘was a dis-
appointment, the crowd couldn’t
complain about replacement pretty
Dublin lassie EY KELLY
clad in qurkllng mini-dress. This

voiced young:
swiftly from the roof raising
‘Danny Boy' to pops with the

ease and poise of a veteran. ‘ Mr.
Trumpet Man"* ER DAVID-
SON won many new admirers with
his top

note blowing and drum
playing
KAY

interlude and

HALL dell;hted with a

sele?ton from the und  of
usic.

Sw-nsu born comedian NOEL
TALBOT took over the closing
spot and thls proved a masterly

SOUTHERN
'COUNTIES

Thc Mayor of Bournemouth, COUNCILLOR DAVID BECKETT, went on Stage
at the Wmlcr Gardens, urnemouth congratulate the fourteen Club acts
who appeared ln this lr‘l -how and said_he hoped that he would thﬂlY
soe many heatrs or on TV. There were some

there |= hear mnn phudnh .Iur the show, which was produced by TERRY

CANTO!
The programme got off to a mm opening by Compere EDDIE SWANN, who
0“’ Mvmnam of Tov Shn might have been chosen to compere. and
oqrded, ﬁn! class accompaniment from DON

IEEVE MIKE DAVIES nnd IIIAN MURCELL or all the artists.
First spot to Brother and Sister act from W
lively, ;’NI\ clevi

rom

er _mime from 'YAN Gt

fomanes. oy LR fé‘s"ﬁ‘s"“&.""&‘.;"“"?c BOBBIE KIMBER m-g o I:”n ing-
ex| ence an: s
wi MIXTURES the first half. e -

sters it
Juggling Uni Cyclist, COLIN FLEMING from Car the ucond
Sr-nw-

half followed by Welsh Tenor, Phil who
ltalian words that poulbly hlndond his charming voice. m.-c
KNIGHT drew of applause, then the STI ﬂllNGS ldlg'o WDV

u‘l)oﬁ‘hln lclluh and finally a colourful dancing and singing
lar o Eddie Swa n for ki m M
. lml it wn amcuhﬂy humnl . ' ”' m

smoothl 1o
attend with a good I of booking oolng on ba:k .ngn nhn m .hwv

The panel in session at the Winter Gardens. L to R: Sam .Oll. Vic Dunun
G. A. Bourn, Albert Stevenson. Alderman W. Forman and Sowden
o AT

Robert Shearer & C. Webster
present

JULIAN
CHAGRIN'S

UNIQUE ONE-MAN SHOW

“And then there was one”
with
Linda Thorsen

at the ARTS THEATRE
Great Newport Street, W.C.2
Friday, 7th NOVEMBER at 8 p.m.

Tickets : 17/6, 12/6, 7/6
(Temporary membership 2/6)

Telephone : 01-836 3334

MARGARET ROTHWELL, M.
Piano/Organ

Auvailable Panto, etc.
281 Upper Halliford Road, Shepperton, Middx.
Telephone Sunbury-on-Thames 87336

slroke n
OR. for Noel was in

his act—and one of the ' plums of
the night — was his tremendous
rendering of ‘My Way' and to
show he is not just a vocalist
St;nrt split his spot with a guitar
solo.

Next came that funny pair
BARRAS AND WEST who proved
they are not just talented come-
enians with some fine close har-

ony singing and the first half was
brought to a thunderous applause
close by LORI AND THE WELLS
BROS. who oozed with personality,
poise, pace and professionalism.
Lori, a striking, tall blonde
rounded off their slickly presented
act with a rousing Roaring
Twenties routine. 31 year-old uke

HOW THEY VOTED

Yorkshire
James Towler:
Boyle;

Area: The
Chairman;

ation; * Oakwell " (Roger Holmes):
Senior Columnist, South Yorkshire
Clubmen’s Guide; Ronald Wilkin-
son: Television and Theatre Critic,
Yorkshire  Evening Post; Vic
Dunran Chairman Variety Artist-
es' Benevolent Fund; Reg Swinson,
M.B.E: General Secretary Variety
Artistes’ Benevolent Fund

The artists they chose: Dickie
and Dottie, Barrie Bros., Benny
Yorke, Astor, Sparkie & Me, Eve

Britton, Richard Fox.

Midlands: The Panel; John
Smith; The Bailey Organisation
(Chairman), Mike Bowen; B.B.C
Midlands; Joe Ward; Top Rank
Executive Suite; Fred Norris; Bir-
mingham Pc Mail; Arthur
Kirby: Leic Columnist;
Richard Maddock; B.B.C. Midlands
T.V.; Reg Swinson, M.BE

The chosen artists: Mighty Atom
and * Roy, Lee Clark, Frankie
Towers, The Maydels, Norman
Brenner, Roye & Lynn; Stromboli
and Silvia

Manchester/Merseyside: The
Panel: Eric Dobell (Chairman): The

Claughton Variety Club, Claugh-
ton, Liverpool; James Casey Head
of BB.C. Radio Entertainment,
B.B.C., Piccadilly, Manchester; Tim
H. Tillson: General Manager, The

Palace, Theatre, Manchester; Des
Flanagan The Manchester Tent,
Variety Club of Greal Britain,
Publicist; Billy *“Uke"” Scott'
Theatrical Agent; Derek Jolins;
Theatrical Agent; Jack Barnes:
Secretary, The North-West Man-
chester Concert Secretaries’ Asso-

ciation

The chosen artists: Syd Francis,
Colin Crompton, The Amazing
Margoes, Les Bluesettes, Shep's
Banjo Boys; Michele & Myles.

Blackpool/Scotland: The Panel
James Hartley: Chairman; Barney
Colehan: B.B.C Television Pro-
ducer; Jess Yates: Yorkshire Tele
vision Producer, John Stevenson
Daily Mail, Northern Edition;
Geoff Lawrence: B.B.C Producer,
Norman Teal: Top Rank; Canon C
E. Young: Rector of Liverpool
Serge yanjou H Treasurer,
Variety Artistes’ Ber lent c

The chosen artists: Guy Hollo-
way and Pat, Zaraeda, Lester &
Smart, Raphael Lamas, Beverley
Randall, Johnny More,

London/South: The Panel: Alder

man W. Forman: Chairman; Sam
Bell: Bournemouth En(ertammems
Manager; G. Bourn:
Bournemouth Round Tnble. Stan
Sowden: Bournemouth Echo; Cliff
Castle; London Week-End Tele-
vision, Light Entertainment Cas-
ting Director; Albert Stevenson:
B.B.C. Television Producer; Vic
Duncan: Hon. Chairman, Variety
Artistes’ Benevolent Fund.

The chosen artists: Lee Leslie,
Robert Knight, Duggie Brown,
Colin Fleming and Barbara, The
Winter Mixtures, Bobbie Kimber.

Tyne-Tees area: The Panel:
Georgie Wood: Chairman of the

Panel, The Stage columnist; Celin
Hutchinson: The Stage columnist;
Reginald Birks: Director, Sunder-
land Empire Theatre; Terence
Wynn: Former Executive Producer,
Tyne Tees Televis Stanley
Henry (Director, Bailey Organisa-
tion Ltd,; Mortimer Bennitt

Former Chairman of Little Theatre
Guild of Gt Michael

Warner: Humb: e Executive of
Yorkshire Television; colm
Morris: Tyne Tees Television;
Walter  Williamson Tyne Tees
Television; Serge Ganjou Hon
Treasurer Variety Artists’ Bene

lent Fund

The '~ chosen artists:  Wally
Harper, Noel Talbor, Steve Bryan,
Lori and The Wells Bros., Tracy
Kelly, Roger Davidson,

such 01 that it is
hard to imagine anyone following
his hilarious camp ‘style act that
had the crowd rocking in their
seats and shouts for more choir
erupting at the end.

Certainly a night to remember.
A 24-hour  spectacular that
contained something for everyone;
excellently staged by Terry Cantor
and superbly hosted by the Bailey
Organisation. I can't wait for next
year's production!

~SYD FRANCIS
_ WALLY HARPER

Compere;
DUGGIE CLARK
PALACE MANCHESTER
DECEMBER 1~

LESSONS IN SINGING

at a London Studio

MICHAEL LAMBERT

(tenor)
TRAINED IN ITALY
Pupils’ performances include:
COMMAND PERFORMANCE, CONTINENT, TELEVISION
VARIETY
Over 30,000 lessons given
Interviews by appointment only
ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO: 105 Walford Road, Birmingham 11
or Phone 021-476 1568

DuUO .
CYNROY

L AUSTRALIA'S
' COMEDY
DANCE
ACROBATIC ACT
Available:
CABARET
Tv
FILMS
CLUB DATES
INQUIRIES INVITED
FOR SUMMER SEASON
1970
No Sole Agent
All enquiries:
14 BURL]NGTBON GARDENS

LONDON
Tel. 992 6796
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