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' VAL TERBRY

The Chairman of Equity’s Nottingham Branch talks out loud . . .
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|| GAYLE MITCHELL

THE THOUGHTS OF
CHAIRMAN VAL

Are artists being brainwashed to accept salary cuts?

During the past few weeks — nay, months — the plight of the
cabaret clubs, as is gloomily forecast by those who have inter-
preted the effects of the new gaming laws and formed the con-
clusion that the bottom will drop out of show business, has become
an all-consuming topic of conversation in the profession. So much
so, that 1 have actually had artistes spending their own money

(even long-distance calls, no less) to ask
the situation. I'm flattered! I hadn’t thougl
for very much on subjects I excel in, and

me my own opinion of

my
least of all on a matter

which 1 have no doubt will pass me by without a ripple on the

water.

BUT let me assert at the outset
that 1 have every sympathy
with a man who sees his
source of livelihood adversely
affected, and more especiaily
if it is a government regula-
tion which it is beyond his
powers to circumnavigate. 1
have the same trouble when
pting to avoid stampi

my N.H.I. card and convincing
the Inland Revenue that I
operated at a loss last year. I
know just how the club
owner feels when he talks of
losing £50,000 because I felt
just as sick when I was £50
short on a week of South
Wales W.M. clubs which (in
th ) was going to solve all
my financial problems for at
least a fortnight. 4

think, in a way, it's even
worse for me than the club
owner, After all, he’ll only

lose £50,000 once, whereas if
the present machinations in
clubland persist I am liable to

lose £50 quite frequently, and
I long ago gave up the idea of
expecting to draw as much at
the end of the week as I
thought I was going to get at
the beginning.

But I don’t w the CABARET
CLUBS FEDERATION with
my problems. In any case, the
cabaret clubs are a cut above
the working men’s clubs
which it has been my lot to
suffer (and they to suffer me)
for so many years. Apart
from a four minute spot on
“ Opportunit, Knocks
(which enables the artiste to
put “ITV” on his letter-
headings) I've always believed
that the cabaret clubs were
the pinnacle of Success —
usually reserved for gla-
morous female vocalists in
provocative gowns and un-
matched hair-pieces.  The
thought has crossed my mind,
uncharitably perhaps, that if

the ranks of provocative
female vocalists were reduced
through a decline in the

amount of work available to
them, the standards of enter-

thought I'm suffering from
SOUR GRAPES. The fact of
the matter is that it is more
by luck than good judgement
if half-a-dozen such weeks
come my way in the course of
a year, and 1 can’t honestly
say they’re “plum” bookings,
at that. Invariably I am
offered the minimum accept-
able fee (with murmured
apologies, but business isn’t
so good) and a closer look at
the contract reveals I've to do
the full seven nights. This
precludes the possibility of
Sunday night in a W.M. club
where the fee will be at least
a third of the amount I'm
getting for the whole week.
Not onl that, but I'm
convine there is a con-
spiracy afoot to keep my
cabaret-club money at an
artificial low. All my col-
leagues who either precede
me, ar follow me, in such
places are on a lot more
money than me.

DYNAMIC ENTERTAINER

CABARET
CLUBS
CONCERTS
™V

Invites offers for first-class Summer
Season, 1970.
Also accepting bookings for Club
Dates October, 1970, onwards.

can't imagine hard-headed
proprietors closing the doors
on a capital investment of
probably several thousands of
pounds. They would have us
believe that, but for what
purpose escapes me ,unless it
is to court our sympathy for
the cause. Which rather
like asking the mouse to
mourn for the cat. I think it

NO SOLE AGENT N
FLAT 2, 1 WARREN TERRACE ¢ o

WAKEFIELD, YORKSHIRE
Tel.: 78536

r--’----j

more than likely that a
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s and masters to keep the i iali i
ety tast g ik g At International Speciality Artiste ‘
retaining an element of live Latin-American and Soul Songs and Dances
cabaret, Afro-Cuban and Exotic Dances
It could be that we are being
brain-washed for a cut in March 1 to August 14: Continental Tour
August 15-31: South Wales Circuit

affect me — I'm already as
low as they can get. But come
to think of it, at my money
they might be glad to get me.
I could even be in demand !
So it’s an ill wind that blows
nobody any good, isn’t it?

September 1 to November 30: West Germany Tour
Enquiries invited for December 1 onwards
u Auburn Road, Manchester, M16 9NT. Tel. 061 881 8394
_— A A < < < <

salaries, but this still won’t ‘

know that’s true b they
always delight in telling me
how much THEY g

ot.
Now it may well be that 'm the

only living artist who will not
be affected by the impending
demise of cabaret clubs. I
strongly suspect there are
many others, but if it is not
so and 1 am alone, then so
it. I must confess that I may
miss the opportunity for a
few weeks residence in other
parts of the country, which I
regard as a social and
hical change for the

tainment in the pr
woild not be noticeably
lowered. But that is by the

by.

If I say that the possibility of
my never working a cabaret
club again leaves me some-
what cold, I don’t want it

:I;ettver, but 1 shall not be
financially the rer. I could
even be in pocket!

But somehow I have a feeling

that the cabaret clubs are
NOT going to to out of
business. For the life of me I

Where does Webbingon

get its clientele?

by ALLAN WELLS

“AWhere do the people come
from?”* This question was asked
me many times during 1969, by
artists appearing at the Club, a
question probably prompted by the
Club’s location.
ituated at the foot of Crooks
overlooking the lovely Loxton
the Webbington must appear

® MIKE & BERNIE WINTERS, a
fabulously successful week at Web-
ington ending on Saturday last

to those visiting us for the first
time “out in the wilds,” but look-
ing through any of the club win-
ows beautiful farming country is
surrounded by majs s,
armhouses dotted

Despite this impression, Webbing-
ton lies approximately 2§ miles
West of the main Exeter road
Weston-s-Mare is 6 miles away. and
there is access to Bristol and
the rest of Somerset. Recently work

'8 commenced on the extension
o the M.5 Motorway which passes
Our front A

So where do the people come

from ? They come from all over the

We at Webbington believe
because we offer the sort of en!
tainment they want.

We have establit
reputation for our
tain. The Club amenities
tional—Star cabaret, cocl
baliroom and bars, tel
lounges, banqueting room, ly
film shows. We also cater for that
spi occasion — wedding recep-
tiot kinds of anniversary cele-
brations or just that quiet evening
for two.

All these amenities contribute to
the club’s popularity, but it is un-
doubtedly the Cabaret which draws
the large crowds. can surely
boast this to be the “best in _m;
West.” Artists _ 0| ring  durin,
1969 included Bob MONKHOUSE,

P A .
SWINGING BLUE JEANS, ZAREADA
Y ST. GEORGE, ACKER
BILK AND THE PARAMOUNT JAZZ
BAND, KENNY BALL and many
others, last week it was the fabu-
fous MIKE AND BERNIE WINTERS

and_shortly CLIVE LEA and the
ROCKIN’ BERRIES. It would surely
be surprising if people did not

come from way off to see such
a star-studded Cabaret
Cabaret success is indeed indi-
cated by the need to extel our
Ballroom. The purpose of this was
to increase the seating capacity to
, rovide patrons with
dining facilities during the Cabaret.
It has proved a huge success.
Artists are introduced by our
very able compere Tony Harding,
who is also a fine vocalist. He is
now in his second year e Cl
Music for both Cabaret and danc-
ing is provided b; the very talented
JOE MORELLI RIO, comprising
on  Hammond rgan,
GEORGE drums and ROGER tenor
sax. They took over on January 4,
and since then have made them-
mn extremely popular with every-
y.

o
boss of
engineers from the adjacent M.5

s
ALAN WELLS (nearest waiter),
the Webbington with

motorway

HE IDAHO SHOWBAN

AVAILABLE FOR
FIRST-CLASS
ENGAGEMENTS

CABARET
DANCES

PRIVATE
FUNCTIONS

Accepting weekly
bookings, one-night
stands and
Sunday concerts

3

&4

All enquiries:

Personal Manager: Mr. J. Knight
c/0 K & B ENTERPRISES, Market Square, Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancs.
Telephone 061-330 2397
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FEATURING
STAR SINGERS

MARSHALL SCOTT & ROSANELLA

THE BAND YOU HEAR ON RADIO ALL THE
TIME

THE BAND TO ENGAGE TO ENSURE SUCCESS
AT YOUR FUNCTION

DANCES % CONCERTS % CABARET
PRIVATE PARTIES

All comms. RABIN AGENCY
28/30 Gloucester Mansions, Cambridge Circus, London, WC2
Tel. 01-836 2816/7/8
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