THE STAGE

“Mule train — CRASH! — mule
train — CRASH! WALLOP' !
Yes, it could only be that
whackiest of entertainers, BOB
BLACK! : a man who makes
audiences fall about with laugh-
ter as he smashes himself over
the head with a beer tray, belts
himself round the face, and falls
flat on the floor, when singing a
song. Talking to Bob snme time
ago, shortly after his . . .
smash-hit on a DES ()‘CONN()R
TV show, he confessed that his
act sometimes gave him a
headache! Looking at the trays
battered and bent by his head,
Pm not surprised. One ugain
sock-it-to-himself
character a few days ago, at
New Landsdowne club, when
the family audience cried out for
more. And one must confess it
sits rather awkwardly to have to
watch an act run the real risk of
a permanent head injury just to
make folk like myself laugh . =
But then, 1 daresay, b is
pleased in the knowledge that
very few club acts dare imitate
him for long!

News from Isleworth WMC is that
work has already commenced on
their new premises which, it is
hoped, will be completed in time
to open for next Christmas.
Regarded by ent sec (W. S.
ANDREWS) as a “fitting

climax” to club activities was
the rformance  of young
CAROLINE HALL and her

backing group “ The Age™ (£100
contest-winners at llrord Catho-
lic club in May, I recall), “ Their
technique and style is unbelie-
vably superb and without doubt
will be seen and heard a grul
deal more in the near future,”
says W.S. As none of the
performers is yet aged sixteen,
I'll buy that!

* * *

With colleague PETER HEPPLE
making speeches and opening
West End nightspots (where on
earth will it all end, one
wonders!), Kane himself entered
Nightbeat territory when he

ed up at the Celebrity
durlpg the toil, sweat, and tears
time of rehearsals, The reason
for this chicken crossing the

road, one is pleased to an-
nounce, being that agent MAX
MUNDY had actually promised

to buy the teas if 1 were in the
vicinity — and he did! At (he

‘RAISING KANE’

AMONG LONDON'S W.M. CLUBS
EBY Tommy Kane,

disappearing in the direction or
Portugal and his enterprises
there. But tell the world that
M.M. hasn’t forgotten that other
social club circle during his
temporary brief; for that highly
ﬁopuln comedy artist BILLY
ILEY is here in the show for a
couple of weeks, while the
green-eyed, red-| lulred, exotic
dancer SHEENA MARKS, also a
long-time favourite of the WMC,
was  another seen runnin,
through a new act which shoul
place the Mark(s) firmly on the
West End scene . . . a charming
little piece of skullduggery with
Sheena playing the evil high
priestess with a knife — yes, it
should go down well, methinks!
Yet another — but there, fair
do’s, read “Nightbeat” for
news of the Celebrity. In the
meantime, Max is nll looking
for attractive young  song-
stresses. And aren’t we all?

* * *

His knees may look a bit white .
but that is about the only
difference between BILLY
MOORE and the genuine yodell-
ing alphine McCoy! With his
William Tell hat, shorts, and
accordion, Billy is one of those
solid, reliable artists you can
rely on to perk things up should
they slacken; thus, his is the
type of act worth its weight in
gold. Strange that Billy (also
viewed at New nsdowne
where, I tell you, they have a
new organ) has never been
featured in this column before,
for we are no strangers having
even appeared together in a
VAF show ’way back in '64.
Certainly I much enjoyed his
singalongs, yodelling, and that
old favourite, hina  doll.”
Y'know, for the happy act, you
get more with Moore.

What was it —about teena -d
blonde songstress ANI
O'BRIEN that was so ver

familiar? Certainly the voice was
~—mno, it wasn't that. then it
dawned — Ruby Murray! Anna
had the same shy appeal, the
same nervous air, as the girl
who sang so softly, softly, into
our hearts. Anna never made -it
to the top three in the talent
contest  one helped judge
recently at the Adam & Eve.
Yet hers was one of the three

time of writing, the
Max is hand ng the nlghlspol
affairs of that remarkable char-
acter JON McGRATH, last seen

per most
vividly from that evening. Which
augers well for newcomer Miss
O’Brien, methinks . . .

Warner's man
in Majorca

entertainment’s  man-
UMMINS, has  been
as their “‘Ambassador
by Warner Holidays

@ General
ager BOB
appointed
in Majorca’
Limited

Having pionsered many of the
developments UK. holiday
Contreb, the Gompany anters. the
packaged overseas holiday busi-
ness this summer with the open-
ing of a new 220 bedroomed hotel
at Arenal Beach, Majorca. And Mr
Cummins will be the man on the
spot. to onsura that all goes well
He joined  Warner  Holidays
Limited in 1953 and was entertain:
ment ger at their Puckpool,
Isle of Wight centre for 11 years
before moving to his present head
office job at Havant. In his 11
years at Puckpool, he reckons he

thi ping 120,000

gaople l\lpny

Luxury for leeds

AFTER over of plan

ning and prepar. ddy Joyce
owner of the of Clubs
\ opened LAWT e jouse
Woodlealord, Nr. Leeds. &F & MXury
restaurant. No expense  has  been
spared in _converting the former
home of a liquorice millionaire, and
ater « brewery director, into one

of the north’s most exclusive eating
places

Teddy und Carol Joyee hosted a
pre-opening party which, in brilliapt
June’ sunshine, ~was  held in the
grounds where there a putting
green and a driving range. Among
those present was singing star P. J

Proby and- promincnl northern in

dustrialist Fred Evans.

IT'S MAGIC

by Peter Warlock

THE FINAL line-up for the British
Ring Picnic that took place at the
Cl Hotel  Ross-on-Wye last Sun
day showed that the customers
had plenty for their money. The
artistes  taking part were Robert
Knight, John Love, Van Buren, Mike
Rich, Don Lees, Professor Woodley,
the Singing Vagabond and lIris and
Em Williams as comperes.

r to the lunch there was
pn- ation of the immortal drama
of P nch and Judy by Guy HMiggins

0.4 short non-denominational
r u. conducted by the. Ring's
Chaplain, the Reverend Michael
Seacom

PARIS

At Ihe Casino in  Paris, Norm
Neilson from the States is making
2Bl smpact with his floating violin
This delighiful conception based on
theme s Wllndw!ul
This is an item th

among other things the

has made
tamous Ed. Sullivan show

MISSOUR!

Hoping to be _in this country
soon, is Daemon Steiger from Mis
souri. Daemon, a fantastic card
mmmulalnr dnd ‘I product of the
famous Chavez nnl is a unique

Favourite with
the Fillipinos

@ ART is_intornational,
so its not altogether unex)
n (h-l a ucorﬂ by a 1

they say,
lod

oad  has
o dily” establiahed st No. 5 in
the _Phillipine Islands’ top ten
charts over the pas

Tha singer is TRACY, @
shapely young lady
llnslngw still at lr.hool teamed

up ving with her brother
Stephen in. an act working cabaret
all over England known as the
Too Much; went solo and sub-
sequently sang _her
much ol th of the world,
mostly to :rmlc passengers on
liners.

The record in _question is
a version on Colum-
theme

Shell tv commer-
tyrics “specially written

E

by_JACKIE
But the Fillipinos aren’t the only

ones to thing when

they hear it. Audiences loved her

last summer in the
Show. - T

SWANN'S
(LOW)
DOWN

THE four day conference of the
British Federation of Master Prin-
ters at Bournemouth was a_highly
successful affair. Each evening the
Committee had booked a range of
first class entertainment which
spread over the Pavilion, where
Sid Fay provided his Big Band and
Barbara Churchill; at the Palace
Court where humourist Clement
Freud held court and the Palace
House, Beaulien where Lord Mon-
tagu staged a really glittering
occasion.

1 was delighted to compere for
the following acts, Don Reeve and
Sounds A-Go-Go, Elaine Gaye,
Roma Limter, Maureen Gardner,
Phil Perry, plus the solid backing
of Ted Hiscock and a ten piece
orchestra. Some five hundred were
at the latter show, which went on
from midnight into the small
hours.

Next evening I was at Eastleigh
for the new Social Club of the
Ford Motor Company, the opening
show being staged by Sharon
Entertainments. Brian Martell and
his lively trio provided the musical
backing for Joy Lorraine, Squire
Hayward compered. This lad is a
pleasure to work with and we'll
find his Oxford chatter keeping us
wsll amused shortly at Bognor

and Pavilion

that he

magical perf
is partially blind un\pm this ter: Last Sunday found me back for
rible handicap, his skill lacks noth-  the sixth time in two years at
ing and we shall look forward 1  Margate Winter Gardens, a date I
meoting. him and_ later seeing WM jove" to play, since management
perform when e reachcs hes€  ang saff fall over backwards to
pazei help an artist. Bless you indeed,
CZECHOSLOVAKIA Mr. Jack Green. ;

The Czech magicians, when they First' time I worked with Terri
have visited and been seen in this  Martin she greatly impressed and
country have s n their I've been interested to see her
strong  leaning olourful, and  progress on the road to success.
above all things, visual magic. ONC  She s touring the Continent with
Gulls o find, the Mazeimt years, her Cavaliers backing group. To
avel, The last mamed, when still agents enquiring about her abi-
in his |wnn(|v~ full of ingenious lities 1 can certainly recommend
idegs, was scen ‘both in this country  this talented girl.

ihe United ' States, His multi- Chatted to George Scott, drum-
lingual _ability allowed ‘him_ to ‘Jec- o AEHEE & Collegiate Club,  who
ture “wherever he pleased. In Swit- 0 S T o
zerland a few ok wis pub. s enthusiastic over the rapi

a book containing some forty progress his wife, Sheila Massie, is

Ma
veadied by (he Supreme Magic Com:
pany

Pop for the
playground

PORTSMOUTH
Commerce is

Junior

Chamber  of
sponsoring s of

Wednesday evening pop
the' ‘Southsca  Roller S|
from June to September 1o raise

funds for their Adventure Playground
projeet

making on the Southern scene.
She is resident at the Stage Door
Night Spot, and as from Monday
will be doubling for the next
fourteen weeks at the Ocean
Room. Wimborne’s favourite yokel,
Billy Burden, was also at the
Collegiate all week and as big a
draw as always.

An invitation to Portsmouth for
a children’s charity show gave me
the welcome opportunity to watch
Gordon  Mitchell, who has a
delightful one man show for the
kiddies that is slick and up to
date. Resident in Southsea, Gordon
is appearing mainly at holiday
camps this season.

EDDIE SWANN
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