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CAPACITY AT
BATLEY!

For Comigan's Growd-Pullers

1

LINES from | ame
LANCS by

JAMES HARTLEY

entry fees
lnrged and once inside, you can

and, by to-day’s standards,
hexpenﬂvely Drlnks too are rea-
sonably priced and the amenities
generally are of an order such as to
be commended to the most fastid-
ious of folk.

If you wanted a good hiding to
nothing you'd pick a tiny town in
tough Yorkshire where they are
noted for demanding more than
value for money and open a club
de-;nedmutu for crowds of 2,000

'Ih( is precisely what JIM COR-
RIGAN (backed all the way :th
lovely

fe-partner —
he hasn’t got a good hiding but what
he has got is an ex
proposition, an entertainment-
centre to rival anything of the kind
in the UK, to boot, BATLEY
VARIETY CLUB.

Not only do the natives customar-
ily frequent the place by BATLEY
VC pulls in patrons from within a
radius of 100 miles — and even
further

Needless to say, with the quality of

on which Batley has

built its repuhlion over the past

nearly 11 years, the back-stage
ts it to

be so-so —
they are — the KEN NEWTON
VARIETY SHOWBAND is superb (it

must be a treat for artists to work
with such talented musicians) the
lighting is on, and the sound
system out of this world.

No matter how voluminous the
clamour

clearly heard everywhere in the
spacious auditorium — a highly
satisfactory state of affairs in no
way due to excessive decibels but to
well maintained equipment and un-
usually good acoustics.

Although not topping the bill
when I called the AMAZING ZAR-
AEDA (pretty nearly a fixture at

days) wu putting on

How is it done? Simply by by
the finest 4

with an international reputation as
well.

1 was there recently to see cap-
l&ybag?nkhﬂy for a bill com-

DRIFTERS, ZARAEDA
WITH JOHNN'IE ST GEORGE, PAT
O'HARE, PETER WALLIS, AND
MAXINE BARRIE — everyone a
bill-topper in his/her own right.
Compared with London’s West
End the fare the Corrigans offer fully

whkhuverlhehs(dendelnhu

presented at this club for a record of

63 weeks. It’s still a spell-binder.
From MERLIN to URI GELLER

and md Zaraeda is in the
true line of the great extra-sensory
rropheu. He has many accurate
'orecasts to his credit including
world-shaking events, and, of
course, he has worked with some of
the most ill of

® Zaraeda — whichever way you look at him, he’s amazing!

orable television interview.

Z's background is well prepared
by colleague JOHNNIE ST GEORGE
who himself is a first-class compere
and strong balladeer in the polished
Sinatra style. They have been tog-
allulor 17 years now and one might

well imagine that after so long an
association both performance and
presentation would have become

the day, including DAVID FROST
with whom he was seen in a mem-

U-NO-HOO

appearing in the
Midland Finals of

“PUB ENTERTAINER
OF THE YEAR" ITV

Enquiries: Barry Scott
Telephone: STAMFORD (0780) 3052

TV and Recording Artists

SHEP’S BANJO BOYS

Available for Stage, Cabaret, Clubs, etc., odd
nights and full weeks.

Booking direct or through leading agents.
Tel: Shep, 061-445 2254

ped — not so — Johnnkhn

mﬂuﬂy sincere in its content. As

— you never know how it will end,
nor does Zaraeda.

1 have seen his act — if act it be —
on at least 100 occasions and every
performance has been marked by
the unexpected challenge most

e e e

HOT FROM
SCOTLAND

By Gordon Irving

years ago
LEX McLEAN show at the
WHITEHALL THEATRE, Dun-

Dmh“chk.ndﬂulo.n-

lm Dlun “‘Since leaving Scot-
land four years ago I've always
wanted to return to Dnmlu oy
She has a h-dnning link

recordings and has over 300
LPs ... Keen man from
the same county is ARTHUR
JACKSON, of Luncarty, Perth,
who worked with a younger
DAVID NIXON in CSE . .. BER-
NIE WOODS, rdmmmvn

gene!
the EMI Club, Clydebank, has
his own show A Good
Christmas

produced
Old-Fashioned

lighting

and Glasgow,
Prestonpans, educated Edin-
burgh, now based on a river bank
of the Nodolk Broads at Wrox-
ham, and glad Air Anglia has
brought Scotland so close. He
got his first taste of theatre in
pantomime at the Theatre Royal,
Edinburgh, and the King's, Edin-

burgh. g

He said: My earliest theatrical
recollection, one that's crystal
clear, is of DAVE WILLIS, clim-
bing a ladder with collapsible
rungs.” In the late 1950’s and
early ‘60’s, he aged for
Howard and Wyndham, in-
cluding the original one-and-only
“A Wish for Jamie.”

By the time | get home Christmas
Eve I'll have worked on 25 pan-
tomime’s over 17 Christmases.
The seven barren Christmases
when | didn’t do panto seemed
all wrong?

Francis devotes a lot of his time
now to writing and lecturing, has
just eomplclod four years as
Editor of * * and is selling
briskly lul Sugo Lighting
Handbook both in the U.K.
and . Every two years he
gives a course at the Candian
National Theatre School in Mon-

treal.

Memory corner: Theatre buff
HENRY RINTOUL, of 4 Main
Street, Elphinstone, Tranent,
East Lothian, collects auto-
graphed photographs of per-

5 has a collection of
well over 5,000. He's keen to get
phologr phs to go with

f GEORGE WEST,

and PA LOGAN, character
actor ERIC WIGHTMAN. Henry

“mn playbill of

lew Theatre, mick with

HANTI.EY POWER on the bill as

Harry C. Power. The best seat in

the circle was 1s. You could get a

THE STAGE

@ Diane de Forge, leading the
dancers in Dundee.

Stirling, was previously with the
Scottish Philharmonic Society at
Edinburgh . . . Ayr Gaiety has
with ““Mother Goose”;
Glasgow Citizen-
variety agent PETER

DE RANCE did a good job in-
troducing the cast of "‘Cinder-
at a Glasgow Pa
reception . . . what
NEW or NEWS? I'm off a
Christmas-New Year break in the
South African sun, so mail all
your news for the next few
weeks to my deputy JOHN
MOORE, 20 Woodend Road,
Alloway, Ayr, who'll be HOT-ing
it FROM SCOTI.AND down the
Ayr Gaiety and Burns Country
way, lhough wlll\ an all-

h slant.

dmo,

2d seat in the gallery — but, alas,
no half-price in that
Recording producer DAVID

SILVER, who lives in the West
End of Glasgow, has launched a
new and modern nudbo and cnn

Happy
festive days and Mghu

offer

try out their M. N. vnleomu
Scottish country dance bands,
folk groups, singers, instrumen-
talists; already he himself has
nearly 100 LPs to his credit on
the Lismor and Decca labels. You
can reach David at 041-339

km-MD'Foml wn-
dancer with the Estelle Gadsby

lilud then is is lmdoubudly the,
Mnklhmbudu-.
Mym‘ d

over 60 years ago.

There’s tradition for you.
Tenor DAVID YOUNG, originally
from S:

—n-wheummnmmgmy
* k&

Glad to hear from you anytime at
144a Reads Avenue, Blackpool.

Obituary
SS
SONNY CIEII internationally
as one of the foremost of aito
saxaphonists, has died aged 50 in Los
He was prominent with the STAN
KENTON and BUDDY RICH

ORCHESTRA and from 1962 to 1965 he
‘was based in Europe, making a
London.

where his
live, is back from three months of
cruising with the Norwegian-
American Line Shi

KIL Y THEATRE Group,
earsden, near Glasgow,

““The Cherry Orchard,””
DEIRDRIE MURRAY directing;
she’s an expert on the Chek-
hovian  theatre ... DAVID
FRASER is new publicity man-
ager at the MacRobert Centre,

Obituary
McCRAE

JOSH McCRAE, 44, well-known folk singer
has died He was planning a return to the
Scottish folk music scene, and died after a
one-night stand at Aberfoyle

Born in Strathmiglo, Fife, he worked
mainly in Glasgow, and won fame with his
recording of ~“Messing About on the River
and a song about the space success of the
Russian cosmonaut, Yuri Gargarin

The address at his funeral was given by
JIMMY MACGREGOR, the folk singer. who
attended the Glasgow School of Art with
McCrae

Russia, Turkey, Greece,
Rumania, South America,
Mexico, the West Indies and

. *“The kilt

DELL, pluvln' the Prince in
““Sleeping Beauty'’ (King s,
in Fi

>

Following huge success of last year's Glenn Miller tribute tours, series of BBC “Band Parade,” and Royal Gala
performance in Manchester

BRITAIN’S BRIGHTEST BIG BAND ATTRACTION

NAT WHITWORTH

AND THE NEW

MILLION AIRS ORCHESTRA

AND SINGERS

NOW AVAILABLE FOR
SHORT 1978 SUMMER SEASON

for
CONCERTS, DANCES, CABARET, CLUBS, CRUISES, Etc.

All enquiries: Ring Austin Gleave 061-969 3365 or 061-962 3285, or write to
Holly House, 29 Broad Road, Sale, Cheshire M33 2AW
Boing foatured on BBC “Band Parsde” December 22 & 29, aiso Jan. 5. 1978

mmmmc.xv
H
PIAF at the Deauville Casino; she

has toured Europe with her own
musicians . . . RICHARD AVON,
from Bristol, is third

Baron

time on the cabaret and club

Comedian EDDIE ROSE, of

back h::'m a tour of North
America, collects Scottish

GROUPS
ARTISTS
CLUB
AGENTS
Publicise your Act/ Agency on our
T-SHIRTS
SWEATSHIRTS

Your own design /slogan made to order
No minimum order. Will also print in
any language Also badges made for
handout publicity

Cleckheaton, Yorks

Mr. Rodgers 879713

ADASTRA
AGENCY

wish

JADY JAY
TRIO

All the very best on

NEW FACES

December 17th

Enquiries as a result of NEW FACES:
BRADFORD 496429

ADASTRA AGENCY
5 Sackville Street, BRADFORD 1
West Yorkshire
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