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Zaraeda
zooms East

EAST COAST favourite Zaraeda will
be returning to Filey next season but the
wvenue, which was to have been the Sun
Lounge Theatre, has been changed to
the resort’s new Brig Theatre.

He will share the peak season with the
Ronnie Hilton Show to be staged the
first half of the week, the Zaraeda com-
pany performing Thursday, Friday and
Saturday.

Also for the cighth consecutive sea-
son, Zaraeda will be back headlining at
the Variety Theatre, Cayton Bay, for 16
weeks, July 1o September.
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The magicienne

| making out in

aman'’s world

THE WORLD of magic is both a male stronghold and something
of a closed shop. Breaking into it from the outside can be quite a
battle. But Janet Clare of Tunbridge Wells, never lost heart. From
the start she was determined to make a success of it.

At 14 she joined the London
Society of Magicians, the only
active female member and so in a
sense a novelty.

Learning new tricks and mixing
with other experienced magicians
gave her the confidence she needed
to face a live audience. She went to
the ‘top people’ for lessons, serving
her ‘apprenticeship’ with Ken
Brooke, who sold magic from his
Wardour Street studio until ill
health forced him to retire five
years ago.

Cabaret is her forte...“You can
build up an armosphere and project
yourself to the crowd”, she says. “You
are one them and amongst them”.
Stage work, she finds, is less spon-
taneous, more studied.

Janet specialises in a stand-up patter
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act — *1 always knew I couldn’t do a
silent act and prance around like a
dancer”.

She tailors the patter to fit the trick —
and her own personality, practising in
front of a mirror for hours at a stretch.

This has developed from the inge-
nious simplicity of the 14-year-old nov-
ice to a mixture of running gags and
cryptic one-liners, the stock-in-trade of
the seasoned performer.

Although the Magic Circle still main-
tains its ban on women members, Janet
has been invited to appear at one of their
club nights in the spring. Someone
spotted her at the International Broth-
erhood of Magicians’ convention in
Brighton last September (1980) and
booked her there and them.

She entered for the British Ring
Shield and was specially commended by
the judges.

Her success, she feels, was due 1o her
‘stand-up patter’ approach —a basic dif-
ference in style from other female magi-
cians whose acts were built around a
decorative gl pp e and

® When DOC HOLLIDAY and CALAMITY JANE wed, the ceremony went great guns. For it took
place during the recent Pontin’s country festival, and the happy couple were welcomed by a
line-up of cowboys and jndians. A swish gne and
by the management. The happy couple are

g cake pti

was laid on

Brean Sands, Alan Philips and some of his staff and guests.

with entertai at

The stout
and the slim
of the North

LEEDS-BASED comedy duo Laura
and Terry Devon have become one of
the most sought after acts of their kind
on the northern club circuits.

er the past two years they have won

elaborate effects.

Shnwv people contributors:
Veronica Harvey; Roger Clive
Il(er:p; Jim Daley; Derek Way-
land.

club awards and they are
guaranteed crowd-pullers. Laura, who
weighs in at 19 stone, uses her physical
attributes plus her excellent vocal tal-
ents to the delight of the audiences,
whilst her slum partner Terry can be
somewhat likened to the late but great
Stan Laurel.

Besides acting as the stooge, he also
gives an outstanding performance as a
guitarist and impressionist.

sly attired entertainer
bringing his kitsch

@ Outrageou:
Paul Peters is
drag act to a range of audiences in
the next few months.

'il is now playing to family

with his f

Ruby Murray — a national
favourite almost overnight

IT IS 25 years since Irish colleen
Ruby Murray achieved her biggest
success with “‘Softly, Softly”, but
she is still a popular artist all over
the world with her demure appear-
ance and appealing voice.

Altogether she had ten hit songs,
seven in one year (1955), with five in
the charts at the same time, a
unique achievement in the history
of the Hit Parade.

Her best-sellers, with chart plac-
in brackets, were; ‘““Heart-

(3), “Softly, Softly” (1),
““Happy Days And Lonely Nights™
(6), “If Anyone Finds This, I Love
You™ (4), “Let Me Go Lover” (5),
““Evermore” and Come
‘When You Call” (6).

Ruby was born in Belfast, where
she made her stage debut in ama-
teur shows at 11. At 14 she joined a
revue starring Scottish col
Tommy Morgan which went all
over Ireland.

She came to London with a show
called “Yankie Doodle Blarney”,
and while appearing at the old Met-
ropolitan Theatre, in w“"
Road, was seen again by pro-
ducer Richard Afton, whe brought
her ever from Belfast when she was
a schoslgiel to appear in a pro-

gramme Trish y
O’Dea, after noticing her in a con-
cert in Dundalk, Eijre,

Imp d with her i
then he featured her in the highty-
rated television show ‘“‘Quite
trary” and she was spotted by
band leader Ray Martin, who
worked for EMI.

Ray recommended her to record
producer Norrie Paramor, who
signed her for Columbia.

Almost overnight she became a
national favourite. Small, shy and
nervous, she was bewildered by her
sudden fame, Her marriage to Ber-
nard Burgess, of the singing group,
the Jones Boys, was widely-pub-
licised. They had two child

Cyprus, Canada and America.

For the past few years she has
been doing summer seasons at sea-
side resorts and cabaret in the win-
ter. She has just finished a season at
the Arcadia Theatre in Skegness
and is doing one-nighters in
B over the Chri
period and Buckinghamshire at the
end of January.

Ruby is now married to Ray
Lamar, who deals with her per-
sonal after several

Julie, who is now 20 and a secretary,
and Timothy, who is 15 and still at
school. Between their births Ruby
went on singing and toured Britain,
Ireland, South and North Africa,

years as a touring manager with
impressario Bernard Delfont. They
live in a flat overlooking the har-
bour at Torquay.

CHRIS HAYES

[ yal of
Addie Egg in "*Jack And The Beans-
talk” at the Arts Theatre, Cam-
bridge, where he works
Solomon and Frankie
Holmes.

When the panto season finishes,
Paul will be amusing Danish caba-
ret audiences. He has been booked
for a month’s run at Copenhagen’s
Club Madame Arthur.

And on his return to the UK in
March he steps back six decades
with a tour of @ new show “‘The
Roaring Twmﬂol"'é which he has

A number of other cabaret
appearances have been siotted in

a hit recently in the regular variety
shows at the Theatre Royal, Strat-
ford East.

The chance
meeting
that helped
Ricky Lomas
turn pro

IT WAS a meeting, purely by
chance, with fellow Welshman
Harry Secombe 14 years ago in
Cyprus that helped comedian
Ricky Lomas decide to turn profes-
sional.

Unknown to Ricky at the time, Harry
happened to be sitting in the audience
watching him entertain troops, and was
most impressed with what he saw.

Until that meeting, Ricky, who was
born in Flint, North Wales, had only
been working as a semi-professional
entertainer. Since then, he has had four
successful summer seasons in Black-
pool, and an appearance on “New
Faces”.

Ricky knows the entertainment busi-
ness well as during his showbusiness
career he worked for a time as entertain-
ments manager for Thomsons Holidays
in Tunisia,

Now based in Plymouth Ricky is look-
ing forward to the New Year when he
undertakes a nationwide tour with the
Rockin’ Berries.

The puppet-lovers based
in West Country theatre

GWEN AND Peter Edwards are great
favourites With puppet lovers all over
the West Country, and an increasing
number of holidaymakers from all over
Europe, Japan and America are includ-
ing a visit to their Little Puppet Theatre
in St. Agnes, near Newquay, as past of
their holiday in Britain.

Not only do they produce, direct and
manipulate the puppets themselves but
they also write most of their own shows,
They are always willing to consider
appearances by other puppeteers or

puppet companies, and small intimate
revues or shows.

_ The theatre is a converted cinema and
it has an atmosphere conducive to one-
man shows or small plays.

Because of their increasing popularity
with overseas visitors, Gwen and Peter
are constantly being offered foreign
engagements. At present, pressure of
work prevents them from taking up
some very attractive offers, but they
plan to tour abroad when the time-fac-
tor can be sorted out,
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Contact:

DAVE NORTON
OF
DANOR ENTERTAINMENTS

Presents Showtime To-Night
this evening 2 January 1981 at:

THE TOWN AND COUNTRY CLUB
ROSSLYN ROAD, WATFORD TOWN CENTRE
(next to the Multi-Storey Car Park)

With:
SUZANNE KERN exciting young vocalist from the Midlands,
STEVE SHORT very funny comedy magician.
ROBERT McEWAN dynamic male vocalist.
and featuring
TEDDI MUNRO from her success on NNC TV's ‘Rising Stars’.
Backing by the excellent versatility of ZEBEDEE.

The above are available individually or as 5 package show through this
office. Any interested parties very welcome.
DANOR ENTERTAINMENTS
20 Cumberlow Place, Leverstock Green, Hemel Hempstead, Herts.
Telephone: 0442.47487.
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